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Waking Moments

By REV. LYN OGLESBY
INTERIMMINISTER

“June is bustin’ out all over.” many ways and in many areas.
School is just about out. A dynamic Here, we work and worship [§
new minister is coming to our historicand grow together in a framework
church. New history will be made inthat balances tradition and envelope®

Our banner that hangs on the
front of the church, “Civil Marriage
is a Civil Right” evokes our tradi-
tion of pressing for social justice
and pushing the envelope towarg
fairness and civil liberties. We
push the envelope of change i

this city and in this congregation thapushing. Rev. LyN OGLESBY
observes tradition and also breaks | can't say for sure, but it may be
with tradition. that the congregation will be chal- So when a new or different idea

And what a wonderful combina-lenged to challenge a few traditionsounds or feels really uncomfortable,
tion that is to have a historic place irand to push the envelope of changepease listen to it for the possibility
a historic city and to continuouslylittle harder with your terrific newly- that whatever it is might actually
push the envelope in theology and isalled minister, the Reverend Davidvork. The adventure of trying some-
social justice. Carl Olson. thing different, of doing something in

William Ellery Channing’s ser- You will be entering a brand newa new way, can be exhilarating, even
mon on “Unitarian Christianity” phase of your history, your traditionsywhen it is scary.
rearranged thinking about theand making your mark on Baltimore Does a new idea sound absurd?
place of Jesus in modern (1819and the surroundingcommunity.  Well, “What's the worst thing that
theology. We continue our tradi- Change can sometimes be harmbuld happen?’” Who knows, a dif-

tion of honoring that theologicalto get used to, and even the idea te#rent way might actually work!

shift for Unitarians.

doing some things differently can be  You've got the energy, you've
difficult. But you are strong, and yougot the spirit, you've got the heart.
are ready. There is energy enoudBo enjoy your summer. Enjoy get-

here for a much larger congregatiorting ready for the big adventure ahead
INSIDE There is no doubt in my mind thatvhen you will create new traditions,
you will grow and prosper. new meaning and a better world.
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Upcoming Services

June 7: Reverend Lyn Oglesby

Ingathering for New Members and Flower
Communion: Becoming, Belonging,
Being in Community!

Celebrate our joumey in Beloved Community as weonee

new members with an Ingathering and Flower Communio

Service. Where do we come from? Why are we hafh@

Walker, our two graduating seniors, will take pldoeng
the service. Chris and Sarah are completingshelies at
the Baltimore College of the Arts. Congratulations

June 28: Helen Szymkowiak and Laurel Mendes
Poetry Sunday

Our annual celebration of poetry, art and musid lvel

were we then? Who are we now? Who will we becomeleld on Sunday, June 28, 2009. The theme thisigear

Why is belonging important? A celebration in Sdbigry
and Blossoms. Bring a flower or sprig to share.

June 14: Reverend Monique Ellison

Interweave Service: Why We Sing
Singing our own songs in the world -- politicalyiritu-
ally, and religiously.
Monique Ellison, an Episcopal priest in the Baltienarea,
as our honored guest speaker on this special Sunday

June 21: Laurel and Andy Mendes

Summer Solstice Service

Let the longest day be also the loveliest. Theneray

of summer in the northern hemisphere — and thenbegi
ning of winter below the equator. Ancient peopke-
Celts, Chinese, Germanic tribes, Slavs and Frereh -
celebrated the “Midsummer” with a variety of retigs
festivals. Laurel and Andy will lead us as we wete
summer in our own ways.

The Bridging Ceremony for Chris DiGregorio and Bara

Mission
First Unitarian Church of Baltimore
is the spiritual home
of a diverse and mutually supportive
community of people
who strive to build
on our deep historical roots
as a congregation
to be a beacon of hope, social justice
and liberal religious values
in Baltimore and in the world.

You Say 'Goodbye." | Say 'Hello." Have a poeshtoe?
Contributions of poetry or images from congregation
members and friends are appreciated. Please cbielaat
Szymkowiak (410) 435-7698 or Laurel Mendes (443)
315-6792, or place your contribution in the WordBgx

in the Volunteer Office by June 15. We may ncalble to
use all your contributions due to the limited tiofethe

Please welcome the Reverengervice, but they will still be appreciated.
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A (Good-bye) Note From the Office ...

MickiE GROVER

My last day in the office will have come and gogietie time you get this
Beaconwith my last note to you. The bookkeeper and,| so-to-speak, saddling
up and riding off into the sunset —to New Mexico.

As | said in my letter of resignation, | leave herih sadness, but no regret. |
feel sad because | have enjoyed my days heresablRitarian’s office coordina-
tor, have learned a great deal, and will miss styrpaople. | have no regret, how-
ever, because | look forward to new landscapespeeple, and the opportunity to
learn more about myself and this strange worlgpecies inhabits.

Certainly Baltimore is a strange (in the best sefig&t word) corner of the
world and New Mexico, in a very different key, piises its own strangeness — of
course, the strangeness may be in this obserler than in Baltimore and New Mexico. Howeverglfgr
to think of the strangeness as inherent in thedveordl in me as part of that world. Earth, suclserfating place.
No wonder people believe that UFOs fly by — howdtthey resist our blue world?

MicKIE GROVER

| have so much | could say to you that | cannoktbf anything to write. | feel stunned as thesdagunt down.
| find it difficult (no, impossible) to imaginedhsoon | will not see Jim and Jeffry and Beckytardvarious) min-
ister(s) and many of you on a regular basis.

When | began over three years ago, John and Ristiesin the pulpit and Becky was not yet a merobitre
staff. Indeed, none of us had heard her naméhatoof Allison Farnum who livened the old placeasur intern
for a year. Now Becky Brooks is our Director delspan Religious Education, Allison has her ownahurirst
Unitarian has an interim and Rev. David Carl Olsasbeen chosen as the next settled ministeroLchsnges
over this short time.

It's been a trip!

Best wishes to First Unitarian now and always. irdnpnor of the new Star Trek movie and my love of
Star Trek and all things SF, may you all “Live lagl prosper.”

Mickie Grover
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A message from our
Board President

By NANCY WEST
BOARD PRESIDENT

In just three months, our new settled minister lpallhere with us. Rev-
erend David Carl Olson officially joins us on Sepiter 1. The excitement
surrounding this event is palpable among our contynudlanning has
begun for Reverend Olson’s installation in Septembe

As you may be aware, there is a significant tirgdo&tween the writing
of aBeacorarticle and its being published. In my Afg¢acomotes, | had
not yet been elected president of the Congreg&t®hprepare these notes,
it is almost three weeks since the Annual Meettbaur budget discussion.
By the time you read this, the Annual Meeting bl six weeks in the past.
| point this out because I want all of you to krttxat the diversity and the NANCY WEST
intensity of your concerns about how we budgetofmrations and pro-
gramming to which we are all committed has notegotbst in the shuffle of the beginnings and ersling
that we are experiencing. | have heard you, antddanfident that the rest of the Board has heaud yo

| will propose to the Board that beyond welcomimig mew minister, we resolve that our highest prior-
ity for this fiscal year will be getting the budgetid budget process in order. This includes integyall
of the church’s funds into one report in a fornt tkacomprehensive, clear and accessible. It iesliid-
uring out a way to educate and involve the congi@gan the budget process throughout the yearjusbt
once a year at Budget and Annual Meetings. Todhd}f you can get started by looking carefully at th
budget that we approved in April. Learn what we ootted to. To that end, there are several Board4mem
bers and congregants who have expressed a wilsgoelo their part by devoting considerable tinme t
summer to such a budget project.

Fundraising is the second component of improvindinancial health. It is another area where welhiee
focus creative and critical attention. An ad hameuttee will be established to look at what thetrpasductive
possibilities are for us to increase our fundrgisiativities—find out where we would get the mastdpfor our
buck. I would like for that ad hoc committee toibetg work early in the summer. They would helgadeter-
mine what the most effective ways are for us &erainds and to get commitments from you for uakex
those projects. At the Annual Meeting, Scott Maclset a terrific example for all of us when he wtdered to
undertake the planning of the church auction thatdeen a successful fundraiser for us in the astauction
Is already on the calendar for November 7.

Our Stewardship Committee has made outstandirtgstihis past year in getting more members ang
friends involved in supporting the work of our afucommunity and its programs and operations. Miny
those members and friends have even increasetetreiof support. To those of you who have, thamk so
much for your willingness to do what you can totbeé First Unitarian thrives. For those of you Wiawe not,
please consider that this community cannot do iivdlaes without your financial support. Togethercaa im-
prove our financial health.
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m Religious Education m

BY BECKY BROOKS
DIRECTOROF LIFESPANRELIGIOUS EDUCATION

¢

The big news around these
parts is First Unitarian Church of
Baltimore's enthusiastic call of Rev.
David Carl Olson. In the time he
was with us, he gave us a glimpse
of his energetic style, deep love of
humanity and incredible talents.
We look forward to his arrival in
September and many exciting new
adventures ahead!

In the meantime, as we wait for
Rev. David's arrival, another pro-

152

Kabbalah studies, Buddhism, medi-
tation, parenting, travel and more.
As we expand our offerings, now is
the time for you to lend your sug-
gestions for possible courses and
events that you would like to see
the church offer. What educational
opportunities would you like to see
us lead? Are there subjects or pro-
jects you would like to see us un-
dertake? Do you have skills and
expertise on particular topics that

: ° )
gram staff change has occurred that you would like to share? Now is

: imel
you might not be aware of. The the time!
membership of the congregation As we begin to make plans and
has voted to expand my position create a vision for the coming

from three-quarter-time to ful-time and change the years, | hope you will let me know your thoughtdy
portfolio from a sole focus on Religious Educafion contact information continues to be the same.n bea
children and youth to expanded responsibilities.ftrit reached via phone at 443-921-6912 and via email at
Religious Education as well. Along with this chang redirector@firstunitarian.net. | am eager to hear
comes a change in job title as well. As your named suggestions, no matter how big or small!

tor of Lifespan Religious Education, | will be respi-
ble for helping to manage and facilitate opporesior
study, fellowship, exploration and connectionsciom-
gregants of all ages.

As we begin to have more offerings for adults and
more intergenerational events, we will continupub-
lish information about Religious Education at ol R
blog: www.uurebaltimore.blogspot.com. Check it out
For me, this expansion of my role is beyond excit- today! At this blog you can subscribe to receig@SRr
ing. Not only will I now be able to offer my time email updates so you can be in the know with el
strengthen our programs for all ages, | will beedbl to-the-minute information about Religious Educatbn
find better ways for all congregants to be involivetthe the First Unitarian Church.
story, passion, and life of our church. In regesars

) - i |
we have seen programming on world religions, ook forward to our journey together!



Page 6

June, 2009

First Unitarian Church News

Ministerial Search Committee Concludes Its Work

On Sunday, April 26, 2009, after
a 16-month search, our congrega-
tion votedoverwhelmingly

(96.9%) in favor of calling the
Reverend David Carl Olson as
our next settled minister!

YES!
The Search Committee is very

ADRAN HILLIARD  candidate was received so well by

our community and feels a bitter-
sweet satisfaction as its work has come to araéedbeing
elected in December 2007, our final meeting wakdrel
May 5, 2009. Candidating Week was nothing shertoira-
cle, with its non-stop activity of meetings, lunahs, potlucks,
Q&A sessions, tours, parties, worship servicesptiens, and

—

pleased that its unanimously-chosen

It has been a pleas-
ure for us to serve in
this capacity, and we
thank you for your
trust and confidence
that we would do all
in our power for the
future of our congre-
gation as we move
toward our 200
anniversaries. Inthe
coming months you
can look forward to

David’s arrival here

in Baltimore and
getting to know him
better. At some point during the year there vgthde a

ReVERENDDAVID CARL OLSON

moremeetings David and our Committee members were all grand celebration as he is formally installed asnis-

thoroughly — and happily — exhausted by the wesfsts.
We were honored to receive the Volunteer Appreniati
awards at this year's Annual Meeting.

Music Notes

We are happy to welcome once again Dr. Marfan

Buck-Lew as our summer musician. Dr. Buck-Lew
was hired last year to play for us but broke hkleain
May and was unable to join us. Fortunately, tHdear
has knitted and she will be playing for us for rsee-

vices this summer, enriching our worship experience
E

She is a Peabody graduate and holds her Docton-of
sical Arts from West Virginia University. She @il

iar with our Niemann organ and is also an accgm-.

plished pianist. Please make her feel welcome!

The Music Committee is busy planning nekt

year's concert series. Michael Kannen and his $tu-

dents will return with chamber music for strings |n
the spring. The Cold Spring Jazz Quartet will
provide a cabaret evening of jazz on November
for the bargain price of $12 a ticket!

Suggestions or ideas for either
music or the concert series can be sent
musiccom@firstunitarian.net.

We are also anticipating exciting musica
events to celebrate Rev. Olson's installation!

13"

summer -
to

ter. We look forward to growing with you as corggmets
into the next leg of First Unitarian’s long impartdistory.
For now, the Search Committee is enjoying partyirtiy
each other, resting at home instead of going tdimgse
and time with partners, spouses, children, graluliehi
nieces, nephews, new babies and other family member

The Committee expresses thanks to the many people
who assisted us in the process. Special thanks go t

Becky Brooks for her artistic talents in desigrtime
Congregational Packet and for her contributioriseo
packet for the RE section and Baltimore sections.

Uri Nodelman for his technical assistance for the
Congregational Packet.

Sally Wall and students taking hegivanced Research
& Methodologycourse at the College of Notre Dame
for analyzing survey results.

Helen Szymkowiak and Laurel Mendes and their help-
ers for supplying food that makes every event eesisc

Catherine Evans, Judy Mayer and Sally Wall forrzont
butions to the Congregational Packet.

Rev. Lyn Oglesby, Catherine Evans, Jim Houstorkié/lic
Grover, Rev. Nancy McDonald Ladd, and Rev. Dr.Rich
ard Speck for Congregational Packet letters ofondc

Betty Townsend, Ursula Marcum, Tim Ingles and Sally
Wall for preparing food for luncheons that theyever
allowed to attend.
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All spouses, partners and family members of Search

Committee members who “took up the slack” while
committee members spent hours searching.

Mickie Grover and Lauri Cebula-Seaboch for all the

scheduling and other assistance.

We have reached the end of this time
For the gathering of memory
And for letting the imagination play with
future possibilities.
We have enjoyed magic moments
And edified each other.
Shall it be concluded, then?

Or will this adventure, now commenced, continue --
Our separate paths converging, meeting, merging

In the unending quest for love more perfect,

The joyous struggle for meaning more sufficient

And life more abundant.
Is this ending to be an ending,

Or merely prelude to new, more glorious beginnings?

| pose the question;
In your hearts lies the answer.

Closing Words,
by the Reverend Dr. Michael A. Schuler

The Search Committee also wishes to thank theentir
congregation for its interest, support and patieltiag
the search process.

MEMBERSOF THE MINISTERIAL SEARCH COMMITTEE [WERH:
BACK ROW, LEFT TO RIGHT, CLARE MILTON, CARRIE INGLES
JEN McCANN, ADRIAN HILLIARD,

GLENN RICHIE (VICE-CHAIR).

FRONT ROW DOROTHY CRITCHER (CHAIR) PAT MONTLEY.

Auction Date Set for the Fall

BY SCOTT MACLEOD

No, we're not selling the church! We just got a new minis-
ter! Mark your calendars for Saturday, November 7, 6:30PM,
and...stay tuned for announcement of this year’s Auction
theme. As in previous years, the auction will be a gala evening
of fun, fine dining, entertainment, and friendly competition as
we attempt to outdo one another in generosity and good spirit
for our church.

What's different this time around? For the first time ever,
we will be listing auction items on a special AUCTION section
of the church website. This will allow for bidders to peruse the
auction items ahead of time to build momentum, as well as
giving exposure to our donors. We will post auction tems one
month prior to the auction and leave them up for one month
following. Tell your friends to have a look.

What might those auction items be? That's where
YOU come inl We would lke EVERY member and
member family to contribute an item or two to our
auction. After all, it's a benefit for ALL of us. Join
in the excitement, be creative, and let’s raise the
roof on giving. We're looking for quality items,
not necessarily expensive ones. This isn't a rum-

mage sale or bargain basement clearance.

What one item might you donate that our auction friends
will find irresistible?  Artwork?  Antiques?  Collectibles?
Handy Skills? A Quilt? Who do you know in your day-to-day
life that may be willing to donate their goods or services to our
cause? Perhaps, a gift certificate from your favorite restaurant
or store? An afternoon sailing? A morning raking leaves? A
haircut? Massage? B&B Getaway? Vacation Week? A gift
basket?

The Church Auction is our largest fundraising event of the
year; but it's more than that. It is an opportunity to reach out to
the community around us, to create a window on the life of our
congregation and open our doors to newcomers. The suc-
cess of the auction is reflective of our ability to see beyond
ourselves and welcome the stranger. We would like this
year's auction to be bigger and better than ever. Tell your
friends and neighbors.

November 7" may seem a long way off, but we would like
to begin assembling our auction portfolio NOW,

and throughout the summer, so that we may able
to prepare our catalogue for the October website

posting. If you have an item you would like to
donate, or are interested in volunteering for the event,
contact: AUCTION@firstunitarian.net.
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