
First Unitarian Church News 

 

October 2016        The Beacon   1    

The Beacon 

This is an exciting time for 
First Unitarian Church of Balti-
more. We are about to embark 
on a multi-year celebration of 
the extraordinary 200-year his-
tory of our congregation, our 
beautiful building, and our spe-
cial role in the development and 
spread of our faith.  

 
You will be hearing a lot in the coming weeks and 

months about our history and plans to celebrate it. It is 
important to understand that the church bicentennials 
refer to three distinct but closely related events: the 
founding of the church in February 1817; the dedica-
tion of the building in October 1818; and the preaching 
of the influential “Baltimore Sermon” by Unitarian 
pioneer William Ellery Channing at the installation of 
our first minister, Jared Sparks, in May 1819. 

 
In addition to three major celebrations to mark the 

historical milestones of February 1817, October 1818, 
and May 1819, we will be calling attention to our 
founding and history in many other ways over the next 
several years, with musical performances, talks, con-
ferences, tours, family activities, and more. For exam-
ple, this October there will be a series of events look-
ing at what was happening in the months leading up to 
the founding of the church, especially the influence of 

the Rev. 
James Free-
man of Bos-
ton. Reverend 
Freeman first 
introduced 
Unitarian 
concepts to 
Baltimore 
with a series 
of lectures in 
fall 1816, 
which in-
spired the 
founding of 

(Continued on page 5) 
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October Services 
 
2016-2017 Theme:  “Strangers No More” 
11:00 A.M. in the Sanctuary 

 
October 2              Rev. David Carl Olson 
 “A Lifetime is a Promise to Keep”  
     First Unitarian Church of Baltimore has built communi-
ty in Baltimore and committed itself to an open and rea-
sonable approach to religion for nearly 200 years. Rev. 
Olson will tell some of the story of the New England 
merchants who came to Baltimore at the end of the War 
of 1812—and who decided to stay. They made promises 
to each other just as we make our own.  
 
October 9                   Diana K. Davies 
    "Our Wounds and Our Work" 

In order to do interfaith social justice work, Unitarian 
Universalists must be prepared to dialogue and collabo-
rate with people who share some but not all of our values. 
At the same time, many of us need to heal our 
own religious wounds before we can fully engage with 
people of other faiths. How do we learn to pray and work 
with people who believe differently about issues like re-
productive rights and marriage equality, even as we stay 
true to our most deeply-held principles? How can people 
of different faiths, here in our city, and across our coun-
try, learn to cross the borders of difference to stand united 
against injustice and oppression, like "oaks of righteous-
ness?" 
 
October 16            Rev. David Carl Olson 
             “Oh My Goodness!” 
            A controversy was brewing in New England in the 
years after the establishment of our country. Some called 
it a political controversy about who would be in charge. 
Others called it a theological controversy about the nature 
of God. But Rev. Olson imagines that it might have been 
about goodness—how good humans are, to start, and how 
we get better by the building of character. Our church 
was born out of this controversy.      
 
October 23                                  Rev. David Carl Olson 
        Dedication Day (part 1)  
     “Human Optimism and the Limits of God 
     When Rev. Dr. James Freeman was invited to come to 
Baltimore in 1816, he brought a message about human 
goodness and innate capacity that challenged ways of 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Coffee Cabinet 
  
BY  REV. DAVID CARL OLSON 
MINISTER 

  
Here we are! We’ve been waiting for this moment for 

many years—certainly for the last decade, including the 
more than seven years since I arrived in Baltimore. We are 
at the beginning of the Bicentennials of our beloved con-
gregation! 

Two hundred years ago, a group of immigrant mer-
chants came to the mid-Atlantic—then the geographical 
heart of our country—from Boston. These travelers decid-
ed that Baltimore was, indeed, the place where they might 
make their fortunes. No longer on a geographical journey, 
they had found a new home. They believed they were 
strangers no more. 

This group brought with them their religious and moral 
upbringing. A modern and modifying understanding of the 
Christian faith they had practiced in Boston told them that 
human beings were essentially moral, and that they were 
required to display their morality by an upstanding way of 
being. It was their character—their good character—that 
was going to be a mark of their salvation. And good char-
acter would be developed in a faith community that prized 
the independent mind, the liberal spirit, and the expecta-
tion of moral public and private conduct.  

How were they to create such a community? These 
strangers no more would call a public meeting. They 
would invite a proponent of independent and liberal and 
moral religion to speak. And they would see who might be 
interested in taking the next steps to found a New England 
style religious community here in boom-town Baltimore.  

In October 1816, our forebears invited the Minister of 
King’s Chapel to come from Boston for a series of lectures 
on our independent faith. Rev. James Freeman had attend-
ed Boston Latin School and Harvard College. He was 
graduated in 1777, and trained troops on Cape Cod before 
being captured by a privateer during a sail to Quebec. Af-

ter his release, he returned to 
Boston and began preaching 
at several locations, when he 
encountered King’s Chapel, 
whose Tory priest had fled 
the city during the Revolu-
tionary War. The leaders of 
King’s invited Freeman to 
become their Reader, and 
when he was refused ordina-
tion by the Protestant Epis-
copal bishop, the congrega-
tion separated itself from the 
Anglican communion and 
congregationally ordained 
Freeman as their Minister. In 1785, with the adoption of a 
Prayer Book altered according to the forms of Samuel 
Clarke in England, King’s Chapel became the first avow-
edly Unitarian congregation in the United States. 

This month, our congregation will consider the events 
in Baltimore of 200 years ago—the invitation to Rev. 
Freeman, his speeches, and the gathering of like-minded 
people. We’ll reflect on our history, and we’ll imagine 
what it means, in our time, to be a people who are 
strangers no more to each other, to Baltimore and to its 
challenges. We’ll consider the resources of our vital and 
liberating faith, and attitude of entrepreneurship and opti-
mism. And we’ll celebrate 200 years of community and 
commitment. To each other, we’ll be strangers no more.   

 
Grateful for all our ancestors have given us, 
And all we will pass on to future generations, 
With love, 
 

 
Rev. David Carl Olson, Minister 
The Kids Call Me “Rev” 

Rev. David Carl Olson 

minister@firstunitarian.net 

Cell/text:  (410) 350-9339

(preferred) 

Study:   (410) 685-2330 

Open Hours in the Study: 

   Mondays 1 to 4 P.M. 

   Saturdays 10 A.M. to 1 P.M. 
 

    Tuesday is reserved for 
visitation. Please text or call 
me if you would like to be 
visited.  
 

   Thursday is a writing day 

at the library and in my home 

study. My Sabbath is on 

Thursdays beginning at 5 

P.M., and ends at 10 A.M. on 

Saturday. E-mail will not be 

responded to on my 

"weekends.  
 

     I am always “on call” for 

pastoral and other concerns. 

Do not hesitate to contact me 

if there is something you’d 

like to talk about or do. It is 

always a good idea to 

contact me in advance if you 

are coming to the church to 

see me. I am most accessible 

by text message at (410) 350-

9339. Thank you! 

REV. DAVID CARL OLSON 

looking at people as being born with Original Sin. He also 
rejected the notion that God knows all things. God knows all 
that God needs to know—but there is much that will come 
about which God can only dream about. Like the founding of 
a church that will share that very message. 
 
 

October 30,  Dedication Day (part 2)           James Houston 
“Two Centuries of Harmony in Song” 

         Our Music Director will share the story of our church 
through the music we have known, the personalities who 
have performed in our church and the instruments we have 
used.  

October Services 
(Continued from page 1) 

mailto:minister@firstunitarian.net
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The Book Group 
 
BY  MIKE FRANCH 

 
     The Book Group meets Thurs-

day, October 27, at 7:30 P.M. to dis-
cuss Robert Kanigel's The Man Who 
Knew Infinity: A Life of the Genius 
Ramanujan.  This is the story of a bril-
liant but uneducated Indian mathema-
tician who was brought to Cambridge 
University early in the 20th century.  
It's the story of mathematics, but also of a clash of cul-
tures and personalities. Although Ramanujan died young, 
in the words of one reviewer, he "left behind a magical 
and inspired legacy that is still being plumbed for its se-
crets today." The N.Y. Times review is at http://
www.nytimes.com/1991/05/20/books/books-of-the-times
-the-man-who-knew-so-much-about-numbers.html. The 

book was made into a movie in 2015. 
 
The Book Group meets in a home  

in  Mt.  Washington.      Contact Mike 
Franch at books@firstunitarian.net for 
information. You don't need to be a 
regular Book Group member to attend 
and participate in the lively and 
friendly discussions. New people are 
very much welcomed. 

Shop Amazon and help the church 
 

When you use this but-

ton to make a purchase 

from Amazon, a small 

percentage of your purchase price will go direct-

ly to First Unitarian Church of Baltimore. 

MIKE FRANCH 

We Who  

Defy Hate 
 

BY  DIANA DAVIES 
MINISTERIAL INTERN 

 
I’m so happy to be teaching 

the class “We Who Defy Hate: 
An Interfaith Preparation for So-
cial Justice Action,” as part of the 
adult RE curriculum, and leading the Interfaith Justice 
small group this fall. I truly believe that sustained inter-
faith social action is the best way to challenge and, even-
tually, overcome those who seek to benefit from injustice, 
fear, and hatred. I also understand that this is very hard 
work, beginning with encountering, head-on, our own 
internalized fears and our assumptions regarding people 
of other faiths. 
 

 As Unitarian Universalists, we have the advantage of 
already knowing how to fellowship with others who don’t 

share our theologies. We are, al-
ready, a community of theists and 
atheists, pagans, humanists, Jewish 
UUs, Buddhist UUs, and on and 
on. However, while it may be fairly 
easy for us to be in relationship 
with people who believe differently 
about whether or not there is a di-
vine being or an afterlife, it can be 

very hard to be in relationship with people who believe 
differently about issues like marriage equality and abor-
tion. And yet, if we can’t be in dialogue with those who 
hold different beliefs about these critical topics, how can 

we ever hope for change? These are some of the challeng-
ing issues we’ll be 
working through this 
fall. In the meantime, 
I want to share with 
you a few resources 
that I’ve found help-
ful in remaining in 
right relationship 
with people who 
don’t share all my 
core values. (And, trust me! I still have a long way to go 
on that front!) 
 

The Reverend Dr. William J. Barber’s The Third Re-
construction tells the story of how people in North Caroli-
na came together across races, faiths, and political parties 
to fight against voting restriction laws and other injustic-
es, culminating in the Moral Mondays movement, the 
largest state government-focused civil disobedience cam-
paign in U.S. history. Barber’s account of the Moral 
Mondays movement gives me hope that fusion politics 
can work, because we’ve seen it work in North Carolina. 
 

     The Center for Courage and Renewal offers a vari-
ety of resources related to Parker Palmer’s book, Healing 
the Heart of Democracy: The Courage to Create a Poli-
tics Worthy of the Human Spirit. Palmer’s book offers 
ways to understand political tension as a force for the 
common good. You can also find on YouTube an inter-
esting presentation by Palmer with tips on Bridging the 
Political Divide. 
 

Finally, returning to the basic question of interfaith 
dialogue, the great scholar of comparative religions, Rai-
mon Panikkar, provides a beautiful explanation for why it 
is so important for us to bridge our differences, through 
his metaphor of The Window.  

DIANA DAVIES 

http://www.nytimes.com/1991/05/20/books/books-of-the-times-the-man-who-knew-so-much-about-numbers.html
http://www.nytimes.com/1991/05/20/books/books-of-the-times-the-man-who-knew-so-much-about-numbers.html
http://www.nytimes.com/1991/05/20/books/books-of-the-times-the-man-who-knew-so-much-about-numbers.html
file:///C:/Users/Diana/Documents/Temp/books@firstunitarian.net
http://www.amazon.com/?tag=firsunitchuro-20
http://www.couragerenewal.org/democracy/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Flu3qj73mrU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Flu3qj73mrU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kvsov6OuTWs
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HELEN SZYMKOWIAK 

First Unitarian Celebration 

of the  

198
th

 Anniversary of the Dedication of Church  
and  

the Bicentennial of the Visit of the Rev. Dr. James Freeman to Baltimore in October, 1816 
 

BY  CATHERINE EVANS 
CHAIR, ARCHITECTURE AND HISTORICAL REVIEW COMMITTEE 

On October 29, 2016 beginning at 7 P.M., First Uni-
tarian of Baltimore will celebrate the 198th Anniversary 
of the dedication of the Church and the Bicentennial of 
the visit of the Rev. Dr. James Freeman to 
Baltimore in October, 1816.   (The 
Church was dedicated on October 29, 
1818.)  

 

“In the year 1816, a group of promi-
nent citizens in Baltimore appealed to 
leaders of the liberal faith in Boston for 
help in establishing a Unitarian Church in 
Baltimore.  The call was answered by Dr. 
James Freeman.  Dr. Freeman, known as 
the ‘Patriarch of Unitarianism in Ameri-
ca,’ came to Baltimore from King’s Chap-
el in Boston…Dr. Freeman preached on 
October 13, 1816, what was probably the 
first Unitarian sermon ever heard in Mar-
yland.  He spoke at eleven in the morning 
and again at three in the afternoon, in Gib-
ney’s Hall, a ballroom on South Charles 
Street.  His audience was composed of a 
mixture of Southerners and New 
Englanders, the latter having come to Baltimore to take 
advantage of the financial opportunities offered by the 
growing city.  The audience was described as ‘large and 

respectable.’” (Rebecca Funk, A Heritage to Hold in Fee, 
p. 6).  This series of sermons by Rev. Dr. Freeman led 
directly to the founding of the First Independent Church 

of Baltimore (First Unitarian) on Febru-
ary 10, 1817. 
 

To commemorate Dr. Freeman’s visit to 
Baltimore and to celebrate the dedica-
tion of the church two years later, an 
event which Dr. Freeman attended, there 
will be a panel of presentations followed 
by a reception.  Dr. Edward C. Pa-
penfuse, retired Maryland State Archi-
vist, will speak about Baltimore in 1816.  
Church Historian, Dr. Catherine Evans, 
will talk about the New Englanders who 
moved to Baltimore at the end of the 
eighteenth and beginning of the nine-
teenth centuries.  Rev. David Carl Olson 
will speak about Rev. Dr. Freeman and 
his theology. The talks will be in the 
sanctuary of the Church at the corner of 
Charles and Franklin Streets. 

 

The event is sponsored by the Architectural and His-
torical Review Committee (A&HRC) of the Church.  For 
more information, please contact A&HRC Chair, Cathe-
rine Evans, at catherine@firstunitarian.net. 

REV. DR. JAMES FREEMAN 

Let your voice be heard at 

Winterfest! 
 

Winterfest is coming Dec. 4. We have a great Fest 
Committee, and we welcome new members. New creativ-
ity and new ideas combined with experience lets us aim 
for a deep and rewarding service. There are several levels 
of involvement: Committee members meet as many times 
as they can over several weeks to plan the theme, choose 
music, write essays or poetry and structure the service. 
Musicians may choose music or may work on pieces the 
committee chooses. Persons with particular stories some-
times work with the committee just on that one presenta-
tion. Others may read in the service, light the chalice, and 
generally add to the festivities.  The first Fest meeting is 
Oct. 9, 7:30 at the church, but you could still participate 

even if you can't come to this meeting.  Contact Alice 
Lium, allium@jhu.edu. 

Our Daily Bread 
 

BY  HELEN SZYMKOWIAK 
 

Remember, we had/have five 
cooking sessions in 2016 for Our 
Daily Bread, and the next is Octo-
ber 29th.  As usual, we'll begin at 
8:30 A.M., so come then to get 
things started, a little later to cook.  
Of course, there'll be coffee and a 
snack to sustain you. With enough help, we'll be done by 
noon or so, except for the loyal folks who deliver the cas-
seroles to O.D.B.  Please let me know if you can help.  
Helen Szymkowiak -  ourdailybread@firstunitarian.net 

mailto:catherine@firstunitarian.net
file:///C:/Users/gdegner.000/Desktop/allium@jhu.edu
mailto:ourdailybread@firstunitarian.net
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our church a few months later.  
 
A Bicentennial Steering Committee has been working 

for the past two years to develop plans that both honor 
our history and -- we hope -- move us joyously into the 
future. The current members of the committee are: Mike 
Cross-Barnet (chair), Linnea Anderson, Mike Franch, 
Mike Riggs, Judy Mayer, David Carl Olson, Jim Hou-
ston, and Michelle Lee. Our work is accomplished in 
partnership with the Board of Trustees, many other com-
mittees of the church, and members of the congregation 
who have participated in a listening session, answered 
survey questions, and offered us many comments and 
suggestions along the way.  

 
We are also supported by a group of volunteers who 

have agreed to help us with some of the logistics and de-
tails of carrying out the many tasks that lie ahead. We 
will need a lot of help to ensure these events are success-

ful, so if this is something that interests you, please let us 
know by emailing the committee at bicentenni-
als@firstunitarian.net or calling Mike Cross-Barnet at 
(410) 218-0386. There will also be a chance to sign up to 
help at the church’s upcoming Opportunity Fair on Octo-
ber 9th. 

 
The bicentennial committee will soon be unveiling a 

new logo that will be used throughout this extended peri-
od of celebration. The logo will include the words we 
have chosen to represent this momentous period: 
“Celebrating 200 Years of Commitment and Communi-
ty.” We think that phrase captures something about what 
makes First Unitarian such a unique place.  

 
Our uninterrupted existence for 200 years is an amaz-

ing accomplishment. It has required an unusual degree of 
commitment to maintaining the institution through peri-
ods of war, civil unrest, ideological division, and finan-
cial hardship. We have always endured, despite whatever 
internal and external challenges were confronting us.  

Looking to our Future 
(Continued from page 1) 

Introducing New Member 

Vaughan Wimberly 
 
For many years I have had a vague idea about the 

core ideas behind Unitarian Universalism. It seemed that 
the church community was populated by people with a 
rich diversity of thought and religious backgrounds, and I 
found that very appealing. With the many changes in my 
life, this year I decided to reach out to the church and im-
mediately got that “warm and fuzzy” feeling of commu-
nity "belongingness" that I hoped for. I have a profession-
al and personal commitment to working with individuals 
and communities to improve problems related to social 
justice and human despair, using evidence-based practic-
es derived from social research. I found many people who 
have similar commitments and I am happy to say that the 
people of the UU church are definitely “my people.” I 
was moved to officially join the church in June and now I 
periodically serve as an usher. I also recently joined the 
Membership Committee and look forward to taking on 
new responsibilities. 

 
A 14-year higher education journey lead me to gradu-

ation this year with a B.S. in Psychology from the Uni-
versity of Maryland in College Park and a minor in Phi-

losophy. I am 
currently a 
student at the 
University of 
Maryland 
School of 
Social Work 
here in Balti-
more and 
will graduate 
with an 
MSW in 
2018. I have 
a wide varie-
ty of academ-
ic interests 
and would 
estimate that 
about 40% of 
my soul is nerdy. I enjoy chess and video games but I 
also love to hike, bike, camp, and other things like that. I 
have been a vegan for about 10 years and love to cook for 
people. (If you want to talk recipes, I’m your man!) I 
hope to connect with other people who share my interests 
and who can inspire me to take up new ones. If you see 
me around, please feel comfortable saying hello. As long 
as I have had coffee, I am up for a long chat about practi-
cally anything! 

VAUGHAN WIMBERLY 

mailto:bicentennials@firstunitarian.net
mailto:bicentennials@firstunitarian.net
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Religious Education 

Pete's Patter  

Crossing Bridges Together  
 
BY  PETER FONTNEAU 
INTERIM DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

What Will a New Church Year Bring for 
the Whole People? 

 
Our journey this fall will be one of exploring, learn-

ing and growing--for all people, 
for all ages, for all families.   

 
The "Holidays and Holy 

Days" curriculum is the basis of 
the Elementary program this fall.  
This is a wonderful, creative pro-
gram that engages children well.  
However, it was written before 
the Principles and Sources were 
approved, so we'll be updating it 
a bit by referring to the Principles 
and Sources materials which chil-
dren learned last year as we go 
along.  The lesson topics will be 
posted in advance to make it easi-
er for families to follow our pro-
gress.  Questions for discussion 
will be suggested for family con-
versations throughout the week.  I 
suggest some 'great' times to interact as families: getting 
going time in the morning, drive time, dinner and bed 
time.  See what works for your situation. 

  
The Sprouts (preschool-K) will also be working on a 

world religion theme with supplementary materials from 
the "Picture Book of World Religions" curriculum. We 
hope to 'connect' many of the lessons between age groups 
so that family discussion of, "What did you do in church 
school?" might be more meaningful. 

  
 In parts of the adult programming Diana Davies 

will be working on the "Defying the Nazis" materials and 
the September 20 PBS documentary on the Sharp's pre-

WWII work in Europe first and then working on 
"Building Your Own Theology" (BYOT).  Later on we'll 
have a session of "Our Chosen Faith."  Along with 
BYOT, this will help us express ourselves as we continue 
to explore outside our comfort zones, learn about our-

selves and our neighbors and 
grow in understanding of our 
world.  All these programs look at 
journeys, borders, border cross-
ings and connecting with 'the oth-
er'.   
 
     All age groups--families of all 
descriptions--will meet at 9:30 on 
Sunday morning starting on Sep-
tember 18--children, youth group, 
and adults.   
 
     Our first intersession-a break 
between the scheduled blocks-will 
occur October 23 and 30.  There 
will be special all-church pro-
gramming highlighting our histo-
ry and then there's Halloween.  
The second block of classes will 

last from November 6 to December 18.  Our children and 
youth will have an opportunity to participate in a pageant 
on Christmas Eve.   

 
Remember that our program is designed and staffed 

primarily by our members and friends.  You could be the 
teacher or assistant.  You could direct the pageant, make 
Halloween more memorable, corral a flock of 'sheep' on 
Christmas Eve, spend quality time with our youth or grow 
in your knowledge of yourself as an adult program facili-
tator.  Contact me or Molly Ruhlman to see how your 
talents can benefit the exploring, learning, or growing that 
we'll be doing together. 

PETER FONTNEAU 

Affiliate minister Mike Franch has had requests for copies of the sermon he delivered on Sept. 4.  The sermon 
was a modified version of a sermon originally delivered at the ordination of James Gibbons Walker (a former mem-
ber of First Church).  You can find the original version at http://www.uufsm.org/d7/sites/default/files/sermons/
Walker%20Ordination.pdf  

http://www.uufsm.org/d7/sites/default/files/sermons/Walker%20Ordination.pdf
http://www.uufsm.org/d7/sites/default/files/sermons/Walker%20Ordination.pdf
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First Unitarian Historical Perspectives #80 
 

The City in the Middle 
New England comes to Baltimore 
In Celebration of Dedication Day, October 29, 2016 

 
BY  CATHERINE EVANS 

Since its founding in 1729, Baltimore has been a 
magnet for people from other places.  For over two hun-
dred years, migration from points south and north of it 
occurred, supplemented in the nineteenth and early twen-
tieth centuries by an influx of immigrants from abroad 
through its port.  From colonial and revolutionary times, 
Maryland, because of its geographical location in the cen-
ter of the eastern seaboard, has been thought of as the 
“state in the middle.”  Indeed, highlighting this notion, 
Robert J. Brugger’s seminal history of Maryland is enti-
tled “Maryland:  A Middle Temperament 1634-1980.”   
In his introduction Brugger writes, 

…Maryland escapes the convention that state 
histories foster only local interest—it supplies an in-
structive study in American history.  Here the tension 
and ironies of the American experience have taken 
form and become vividly, at times painfully, a part of 
everyday life.  Marylanders both championed liberty 
and relied on slavery.  They welcomed opportunity 
yet clung to tradition.  In weighing the benefits of 
individual freedom and local liberty against those of 
moral experiment and the power of central govern-
ment, citizens of this oldest border state have divided 
more than once. ….Maryland… deserves our atten-
tion for the particular results American issues brought 
to this place combining North and South, Cavalier 
and Yankee, business and pleasure.  Over three and 
one-half centuries, Marylanders in a sense developed 
a culture all their own.  As they came to grips with 
(or sidestepped) the choices facing them, they culti-
vated a middle-state ethos—a sensibility founded on 
compromise given conflict, on toleration given differ-
ences among people and their failings, on the pursuit 
of happiness given the brevity of life and the allure-
ments of the Maryland scenery and the Chesapeake 
Bay.1 

 
The four regions of Maryland differ from one another 

greatly and have distinct characters based on their origins, 
topography, and demographics.  Southern Maryland, the 
first area to be settled by the English, had an economy 
based on agriculture, having slave labor on tobacco plan-
tations, and was generally southern in its orientation.  Al-
so settled early by the English, the Eastern Shore was for 
much of the state’s history isolated from the rest of the 
state by the Chesapeake Bay.  It evolved its own agrarian 
(and slave-holding) culture linked most directly to Dela-

ware and Virginia.  By contrast, the western portion of 
the state was settled later than the first two by people 
moving from the north, especially through Pennsylvania, 
a great number of whom were German or of German ex-
traction.  While comprised largely of farmland, there 
were few slaves.  To this day, people are linked more 
closely to the north and west (Pittsburgh and Ohio) than 
to other portions of the state. 

 
The farmland of the central portion of the state came 

to be dominated by Baltimore City. Founded in 1729, 
Baltimore City was only incorporated in 1796-97, making 
it much younger than the other major U.S. cities at the 
beginning of the nineteenth century, Boston, New York 
and Philadelphia.  In 1790, just before its incorporation, 
the population was approximately 13,503. Once incorpo-
rated, Baltimore grew rapidly; in 1800, it was 26,515; in 
1820, 62,738; in 1850, 169,054; in 1870, 267,354; and, 
by 1900, the population had reached 508,957.  Clearly, 
people were flooding into Baltimore for the opportunities 
it presented for work. Over time, it became a powerhouse 
of commerce, industry, transportation, and banking.  In 
addition to immigrants from abroad, these include people 
from both the northern and southern states. While tracing 
the wide-ranging demographics of Baltimore’s growth is 
fascinating, what is of particular interest to us at First 
Unitarian is the influx of New Englanders, for many of 
them found their church home at First Independent 
Church of Baltimore,2 and the church served otherwise as 
the hub of the network of Northerners.  Because they 
came largely at the end of the eighteenth and beginning of 
the nineteenth centuries when the population of Baltimore 
was still comparatively small, their influence in shaping 
the cultural mix in Baltimore was particularly profound. 

 
Interestingly, the beginnings of New England migra-

tion to Maryland are linked to an act regarding religion 
which was passed not long after the colony of Maryland 
itself was established.  George Calvert, First Baron Balti-
more, a Catholic, had applied in 1632 to the English King 
Charles I for a charter for what would become the 
“Province of Maryland,” which was granted to his son, 
Cecilius Calvert, the Second Baron, upon his father’s 
death.  Cecil’s younger brother, Leonard, set sail from 
England on the Ark and the Dove, landing on March 25, 
1634, on St. Clement’s Island in southern Maryland, a 

(Continued on page 8) 
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date commemorated each year 
as Maryland Day.   In St. 
Mary’s City (the capital of the 
colony) in 1649, An Act Con-
cerning Religion (also called 
Maryland Toleration Act) was 
passed by the assembly of the 
Maryland colony which re-
flected the religious tolerance 
which the Calverts wished to 
promote in the colony.  The 
Act allowed freedom of wor-
ship for all Trinatarian3 Chris-
tians and condemned to death 
those who denied the divinity 
of Jesus.  While hardly tolerant 
according to contemporary 
standards, it was significant in 
allowing both Catholic and 
Protestant religions, remarka-
ble coming as it did a hundred 
years before the Enlightenment 
and the American Constitution, 
which enshrined religious free-
dom in this country.  As Rob-
ert Brugger notes, “The law 
recognized the informal free 
exercise of religion that had 
marked the province since 
Cecil Calvert’s instructions to 
the first settlers.  It imposed 
heavy fines for making refer-
ence to the religious practice 
of others…the measure 
marked a notable departure 
from Old World oppression…
The work of Protestant and 
Catholic lawmakers alike, the 
act gave assurances to Puritan 
newcomers while also protect-
ing Catholic families…”4    

 

Because of the Toleration 
Act and the prevailing travails 
of religious dissidents else-
where, the diversity of the reli-
gious community in Maryland 
grew throughout the seventeenth 
century.  The Catholics and Presbyterians moved to Mar-
yland, as did Quakers and other nonconformists such as 
Labadists.5   When Charles Calvert went to England to 
assume the baronial rank upon the death of Cecil Calvert 

in 1675, he was made to defend the religious diversity of 
the colony.  “‘Most settlers,’ wrote Calvert, were 
‘Presbiterians, Independents, Anabaptists, and Quakers, 
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those of the Church of England as well as 
those of the Romish being the fewest.’ 
The promise of free religious practice, 
Calvert pointed out, had brought these 
sundry Christians to the Chesapeake; it 
would be ‘a most difficult task,’ he con-
tinued, referring to suggestions of an es-
tablished church [i.e., a state-designated 
church], ‘to draw such persons to consent 
unto a Law which shall compel them to 
maintaine Ministers of a contrary perswa-
sion to themselves.’”6 

 

The freedom from religious persecu-
tion also drew people from other Ameri-
can colonies.  Notably, these included 
Massachusettsans.  William T. Brigham 
begins his essay on “New England in 
Baltimore” with a description of these 
early migrants, as follows: 

 
 New England ancestry had 

scarcely been created when the earli-
est migration from Massachusetts to 
Maryland is recorded. Persecution 
inflicted by those who themselves 
had suffered punishment, privation 
and exile for conscience's sake upon 
those to whom in turn they denied the 
rights of a religious liberty caused a 
loss to the Massachusetts colony of 
most valuable material.  Wenlock 
Christison was of that band of mar-
tyrs, which included Peter Pierson, 
Mary Dyer, Mary Tompkins, Alice 
Gary and Judith Brown. Abused, re-
viled and tortured, his near friend, 
William Leddra, having suffered 
death by hanging, this devout Quaker 
was driven out of Boston in 1661 by 
the edict of Governor Endicott, with 
the penalty of death upon his head if 
again found in the Puritan city. He 
sought refuge in the domain of a 
Catholic proprietary, where the ex-
pressions of his own religious belief 
were tolerated and respected and where he and his 
followers were encouraged to reside.7  
 
In 1670, Christison settled on Betty's Cove, an inlet 

of the Tread-Avon, a tributary of Chesapeake, in Talbot 
County near St. Michael’s.  Here he married, prospered, 

and was elected to the lower house of Maryland General 
Assembly.  Christison was a famous man and his positive 
experience in Maryland would have been widely known 
throughout the Quaker community and, more broadly, in 
Massachusetts.  Henry Wadsworth Longfellow recreated 
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Christison’s 1661 trial in John Endicott, one of the three 
dramatic poems in a collection called New England Trag-
edies.8 

 

It should be noted, however, that subsequent Mary-
land laws did set a state religion and that freedom from 
religious persecution did not equate with our modern no-
tion of freedom of religion.  Indeed, as Michael Franch 
notes in Congregation and Community in Baltimore, 
1840-1860,  

  
From the early eighteenth century until the Revo-

lution, the Protestantism of the Church of England 
was the officially-recognized, legally-favored, and tax
-supported religion of the colony of Maryland.  Dises-
tablishment9 broke the church-state relationship, mak-
ing religion a private, voluntary activity, and remov-
ing the state from responsibility for regulating reli-
gious affairs or mediating religious controversies.  
The Maryland Constitution and Declaration of Rights 
of 1776 mandated a ‘belief in the christian religion” 
for officeholders and—in an authorization never 
used—empowered the legislature to “lay a general 
and equal tax to support the christian religion.”10 

 

William T. Brigham11, author of the essay on “New 
England in Baltimore” previously mentioned, was him-
self a transplant from Massachusetts, having moved here 
in 1861.  He was also a Unitarian and married Marion 
Cole, whose family belonged to First Independent Church 
(First Unitarian).  The Brighams were active in the church 
and William served as the Registrar of the Board of Trus-
tees.  Coming to Baltimore at mid-century, he knew the 
community of Massachusetts and New England trans-
plants and could observe their profound effect on the lo-
cal community.  He would also have been in a position to 
witness and chronicle their growing impact on economic, 
civic, social justice, and philanthropic affairs.  He synthe-
sized this lifetime of observation in his essay, published 
in the New England Magazine in 1900.  Brigham believed 
that an historical bond existed between Maryland and 
Massachusetts, and demonstrates his view through activi-
ties during the Revolutionary War: 

 
 A touch of sympathy, if not of identical interest, 

seems constantly to have existed between Maryland 
and Massachusetts; and there exist records of public 
affairs which brought the two colonies into close inti-
mate relations during that period in which all were in 
a state of unrest and political persecution. The 
demonstrations against arbitrary acts were in their 
nature similar in Massachusetts and Maryland. Bos-
ton and Annapolis both boasted their “tea parties;”12 

but to Maryland belongs the  especial honor of having 
the owner of the precious cargo himself touch the 
match that destroyed both vessel and “the disreputa-
ble weed.”  

 Quickly espousing the cause of liberty, Maryland 
at once rejected articles of foreign make, giving 
choice to those of home production. Actuated by a 
feeling of sympathy for their fellow citizens of Bos-
ton, whom the British Parliament in 1774 attempted 
to shut out from commercial intercourse with every 
part of the world, the citizens of Baltimore called a 
town meeting and unanimously recommended a gen-
eral congress of delegates, to meet at Annapolis, to 
take action against this indignity upon American lib-
erties.  The congress met June 22, 1774, offering their 
heartiest support, not only in resolutions, but in the 
more substantial way of money and food to aid their 
Boston friends in resistance to British tyranny and 
oppression, supplementing these patriotic resolutions 
by one making the importation of English goods an 
act disloyal to the sentiment of American hearts. This 
demonstration of Maryland's generous interest in 
Massachusetts created a bond of union between the 
two states which has proved to be lasting.13 

 
 The influx of New Englanders to Baltimore was 

steady until the Revolutionary War, after which it in-
creased greatly until about 1835.  As Brigham observes, 
“It was not until after the Revolutionary War, however, 
that the New Englander appeared in Baltimore in his 
strength. Entering at once into the channels of trade, with 
his sagacious business ways he soon gained prominence 
in the city's financial departments. Devoting himself ear-
nestly and faithfully to the object of his labors, success 
was frequently attained by him, insomuch that eventually 
the wealth of the city came to be largely in his hands.”14   

It must be remembered that the population of Baltimore 
at this time was still comparatively small—26,514 in 
1800—so that a major influx of residents from another 
region was certain to have an impact on the local culture.  
Brigham gives us a fascinating picture of the 
“commingling” of south and north through commercial 
interest and its subsequent amalgamating effect: 

 
 The proverbial conservatism of the early Balti-

more merchant sprang from conditions existing in the 
earlier days of the city's commercial development, 
conditions which undoubtedly arose from the com-
mingling of various nationalities. Thrifty, ambitious, 
well trained and intelligent Scotch and Irish mer-
chants settled in Baltimore before the Revolution and 
secured the valuable foreign trade which the products 
of the South produced. Cotton and tobacco were arti-
cles of vital interest in the prosperity of the Southern 
colonies, and Baltimore was made the port through 
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which the extensive commerce created by them 
passed. As the result of good mercantile management 
by the foreign merchants established here, the South-
ern planter soon found that he could be served to bet-
ter advantage by consigning the products of his plan-
tation to Baltimore than by sending them direct as 
heretofore to England and France. The constant re-
strictions placed by England upon the manufactures 
of her colonies increased the export of the chief sta-
ples of the South. The Southern planter, securing 
large profits from his easily acquired crops, was ex-
travagant, receiving most of his luxurious articles for 
personal and household use from England and France 
through the channels of Baltimore trade.  

This close business contact of the courtly, proud 
and refined Southerner with the intelligent, well-bred 
moneymaking Scotch and Irish merchants left its 
mark on both sides, developing in the course of a gen-
eration a pleasing originality in habits and customs, 
which created for Baltimore a world-wide renown for 
courteous hospitality and charming people, still its 
prerogative at the present day.15 

   
Maryland as a place where north and south meet is a 

matter far more nuanced than the simple fact that it is di-
vided from Pennsylvania by the Mason-Dixon Line.16   
The notion of Baltimore as a place where north and south 
coexist is one that is current today, even though we are at 
great remove in time from the circumstances that occa-
sioned it.  For example, in 2010, Baltimore Sun columnist 
Frederick Rasmussen published an article entitled, “Are 
we Northern? Southern? Yes.”17   The consequence of the 
large number of immigrants to Baltimore from New Eng-
land at the earliest years of its incorporation when the 
population was still small meant that the city grew 
throughout the nineteenth century mingling the traditions 
of north and south.   

 
 Brigham emphasizes that the New Englander re-

tained many of their traditions and traits.  He writes, 
 

 The early New Englander in Baltimore, inspired 
with a deep love and veneration for the traditions of 
his ancestors, maintained in his new home many of 
the domestic habits of his own people.  Precise meth-
ods of housekeeping, the careful oversight of all fami-
ly interests, the strict observance of Fast and Thanks-
giving days, were among the hereditary duties which 
he considered it an obligation to recognize.  

 For a full generation Baltimore possessed in its 
population two distinct types, noticeably marked as 
Northern and Southern. Even in the building of their 
homes a manifest difference was perceptible, with the 

result of giving a variety to the appearance of the resi-
dence streets, which has been frequently commented 
upon as an especial charm.18 

 
In addition to building New England-style homes and 

celebrating distinct traditions, the New Englanders also 
retained language characteristics and culinary choices 
which marked their origin.  Brigham notes that “…a New 
Englander in the South could be easily distinguished by 
his ‘brogue.’ ‘How de do?’ ‘Glad to see you;’ ‘Please 
walk in,’ would be the greeting in the home of the North-
erner, while the Southern welcome would be: ‘Delighted 
to see you;’ ‘It's so lovely of you to call;’ ‘How's all the 
family?’ The New Englander's ‘good’ was the Southern-
er's ‘nice,’ ‘glad’ was ‘happy,’ ‘calculate’ was ‘reckon,’ 
and ‘pleasant’ was ‘lovely.’”19 However, over time the 
New Englander was affected by his environment and 
adapted:  “Yielding to a force which he met with in his 
daily life, he was occasionally found adopting the ways 
and customs of the South. His gastronomic tastes were 
frequently affected. He gave up beans, brown bread and 
doughnuts, substituting in his transition hominy, pone and 
crullers. He soon found luxury in canvasback and terra-
pin…”20 

 
Part of what the New Englanders brought with them, 

like their predecessor Wenlock Christison, were their reli-
gious views.  Of course, in the more than a century which 
had elapsed since Christison came to Maryland for reli-
gious freedom, much had changed in New England re-
garding religion, where Puritanism no longer dominated21 

and more liberal religious thoughts prevailed.  Brigham 
notes that “The churches prevalent in Baltimore were 
Catholic, Episcopalian, Methodist and Baptist, and these 
received additions from northern migration. The Presby-
terians of Maryland had a church organization as early as 
the year 1715…The first Presbyterian church was erected 
in 1766.22 Unitarians and Universalists23 had no place of 
worship until the New England contingent became im-
portant.”24  

 
The founding of the first Unitarian church in Balti-

more was to have a profound effect on Baltimore.  It was 
from the beginning a voice for the liberal perspective on 
religious matters and a leader in the social justice issues 
of any given era.  It also gave a church home to like-
minded individuals, many of them New Englanders but 
not all, and a community and network for all the New 
Englanders.  

In the year 1816 the wealthy and cultivated New 
England residents of the city invited the Rev. Dr. 
James Freeman, minister of King's Chapel, Boston, to 
preach.  Few of the Baltimoreans were then ready to 
receive the liberal views of Dr. Freeman, and every 
pulpit in the city was barred against this famous di-
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vine. A dancing hall was said to be good enough for 
the promulgation of his heretical doctrine. The recep-
tion of Dr. Freeman by the clergy of Baltimore was 
resented by his admirers, who gathered at the home of 
Mr. Henry Payson to consider the forming of a reli-
gious society “for the accommodation of Christians 
who are Unitarians.” The sum of fifty thousand dol-
lars was at once guaranteed, to build the handsomest 
church in the city. On June 5, 1817, the corner stone 
was laid…25  

 
The building of the church itself was a major event in 

the city.  At the time of the church’s founding, the city 
had been incorporated for just twenty years and the popu-
lation was less than 60,000.  Built on a hill above the har-
bor on what was the undeveloped edge of city, it had a 
commanding presence.  In Maryland:  A Middle Temper-
ament, Brugger places the building of the church in the 
context of the spirit of optimism and growth which pre-
vailed in the city: 

 
In the five years after the peace with Britain [after 

the War of 1812 concluded in 1814], Baltimore sup-
plied architects one of their most exciting work sites 
in the country, and Greek Revival structures prolifer-
ated.  Later, when Ralph Waldo Emerson paid his first 
visit to Baltimore, he thought the interior of the Uni-
tarian church “noble” and its exterior “quite unlike 
any in the city.”   

 All this building and planning made the citizens’ 
spirits soar.  In June 1816 a new Baltimore magazine 
described the city as “the Athens of America.”  Emer-
son bestowed his highest compliment:  “in general & 
in particular,” he said, Baltimore “looks like Bos-
ton.”26 

 

The church was dedicated on October 29, 1818, and 
its opening was covered as a major event in press 
throughout the United States.  For example, a detailed 
description of the Church appeared in the May, 1819, is-
sue of The Port Folio27 magazine, published in Philadel-
phia and London.  The article concludes with the observa-
tion that “Whether this building be viewed in the beauty 
of the model, the correctness of the proportions, or the 
taste of its various details, it will be acknowledged to ap-
proach nearer to the perfection of architecture than any 
other edifice in America.”28  

 
Brugger goes on to highlight the importance of the 

contributions of Unitarians and New Englanders in these 
critically influential post-war years.   

 
Unitarians and New Englanders in fact helped to 

give the city its intellectual vibrancy in the postwar 

years.  The visits of several Unitarian preachers earli-
er had galvanized Baltimoreans who found the 
church’s doctrines attractive.  Many Unitarians, ac-
cording to the young Harvard graduate Edward Hin-
kley29—who joined a small but significant number of 
New England businessmen in  Baltimore—were 
men “of the highest standing in wealth, manners, and 
influence”…Early in 1819 Unitarians invited Jared 
Sparks, Hinckley’s classmate, to assume the pulpit of 
the new First Independent Church.  In May an elder 
of the heterodox theology, William Ellery Channing, 
came to Baltimore and  gave an ordination ser-
mon that defended Unitarians against “unwarranted 
use of reason in the interpretation of Scriptures,” ar-
gued that the meaning of the Bible was “to be sought 
in the same manner, as that of other books,” and pro-
tested “the irrational and unscriptural doctrine of the 
Trinity.” 

Channing’s sermon rocked the city in controversy 
and opened what became for Sparks a raucous, if re-
warding, several years in Baltimore.  Joseph Bend’s 
successor as rector of St. Paul’s, William E. Wyatt, 
engaged Sparks in a running newspaper and pamphlet 
exchange.  A Princeton divine come to Baltimore to 
install a Presbyterian pastor attacked Unitarians for 
being “no Christians” at best, ‘immoral” at worst.  
When yellow fever briefly struck Fells Point in Sep-
tember 1819, a clergyman declared the sickness to be 
a sign of God’s displeasure that a “Synagogue of Sa-
tan” had been established in the city.  Sparks in Janu-
ary 1821 began publication of his own monthly, the 
Unitarian Miscellany and Christian Monitor, which 
soon reached a circulation of two thousand…“A 
strong spirit of inquiry is rapidly making its way 
among people here, Sparks reported home soon after 
taking up his burden, “and prejudice is certainly sink-
ing by degrees.”30 

 
The New England Unitarians made an indelible state-

ment of their presence in Baltimore by erecting a magnifi-
cent church edifice and choosing it as the site of a clear 
declaration of their faith and values.  More broadly, the 
New Englanders were a powerful presence in Baltimore 
and were key in shaping the “northern” strain of the local 
culture.  In the last Historical Perspectives article in the 
Beacon, we examined the tremendous role played by two 
natives of Massachusetts—both Unitarians and members 
of the church—who made their fortunes in Baltimore and 
forever left their stamp on its commercial and banking 
histories and its cultural and intellectual life—George 
Peabody and Enoch Pratt.31   The next Historical Perspec-
tives article will introduce the reader to a host of Unitari-
ans and New Englanders in Baltimore whose leadership 
in business, literature, education, finance helped to define 
its character and growth. 
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Since its dedication on October 29, 1818, HH 
First Independent/Unitarian Church has remained 

open for worship, education and fellowship to its mem-
bers and the community. Throughout the nineteenth cen-
tury, New Englanders and their offspring formed a large 
contingent of the membership of the church.  Since the 
nineteenth century, the church has continued to welcome 
a significant number of new members who were not na-
tive to Maryland.  On October 29, 2016, we will celebrate 
the bicentennial of the event which led to the founding of 
the church on February 10, 1817:  the series of sermons 
offered by Rev. James Freeman in Gibney’s Hall in Octo-
ber, 1816.  The event will begin our three-year-long bi-
centennial celebration. 

 
 

1Robert J. Brugger, Maryland:  A Middle Temperament 1634-
1980 (Baltimore:  The Johns Hopkins University Press, 1988), 
p. x.   
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company built its factory and salesroom at 419 Redwood Street, 
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Clarence M. Mitchell, Jr. Courthouse.  The burning is honored 
each year by a ceremony in Annapolis. Wikipedia 
 
13Brigham, p. 219. 
 
14Brigham, p. 221. 
 
15Brigham, pp. 220-21. 
 
16The Mason–Dixon line was surveyed between 1763 and 1767 
by Charles Mason and Jeremiah Dixon in the resolution of a 
border dispute involving Maryland, Pennsylvania, and Dela-
ware. It is still a demarcation line among four U.S. states, form-
ing part of the borders of Pennsylvania, Maryland, Delaware, 
and West Virginia (originally part of Virginia).  In popular us-
age, the Mason–Dixon line symbolizes a cultural boundary be-
tween the North and the South (Dixie). After Pennsylvania 
abolished slavery (1780), it served as a demarcation line for the 
legality of slavery. Wikipedia 
  
17Frederick N. Rasmussen, The Sun, March 28, 2010. 
 
18Brigham, p. 220. 
 
19Brigham, p. 220. 
 
20Brigham, p. 220. 
 
21Most colonial Puritan congregations were absorbed into either 
the National Council of the Congregational Churches of the 
United States, or the American Unitarian Association. The Con-
gregationalists merged with the General Convention of the 

Christian Church, and later with the Evangelical and Reformed 
Church in 1957, forming the United Church of Christ, while the 
Unitarians consolidated with the Universalist Church of Ameri-
ca in 1961 to form the Unitarian Universalist Association. 
 
22In 1761, a group of Scots-Irish "Dissenters" (opponents of the 
Church of England) came to Baltimore Towne from Pennsylva-
nia to escape the French and Indian War. They founded the 
First Presbyterian Church, appropriately named as it really was 
the first, and remains the oldest, Presbyterian church in the city. 
After locating in several places downtown, the congregation 
moved to Mount Vernon and built the current church between 
1854 and 1859. In 1973, the First Presbyterian Church united 
with the Franklin Street Presbyterian Church to form The First 
and Franklin Street Presbyterian Church, and in 2012 the con-
gregation voted to change it to the simpler First & Franklin 
Presbyterian Church.  Johns Hopkins, Baltimore Heritage web-
site. 
 
23The First Universalist Society was founded in much the same 
manner as the First Independent Church (First Unitarian) 
through leadership of individuals originally from the north.  See 
the four-part Historical Perspectives series in the Beacon on the 
first sixty-six years of the history of the Universalists in Balti-
more:  #52, “The Beginning of Universalism in Baltimore, Part 
I – 1831-1850” (June, 2014); #76, “Universalism in Baltimore, 
Part II – 1851-1866” (June, 2016);  
#77, “Universalism in Baltimore, Part II – 1867-1877” (July, 
2016); and #78, “Universalism in Baltimore, Part IV – 1877-
1897 – Rev. Dr. Royal H. Pullman” (August, 2016).  
 
24Brigham, p. 221-222. 
 

25Brigham, p. 222. 
 
26Brugger, p. 188. 
 
27Appearing first in January, 1801, The Port Folio was a new 
type of American magazine, "Devoted to Useful Science, the 
Liberal Arts, Legitimate Criticism, and Polite Literature."  It 
began as a weekly issue until 1809, when it became monthly 
until its demise at the end of 1827. As with the many magazines 
that followed it, The Port Folio included numerous illustrations, 
views, and portraits, including some of the earliest views of 
American and Canadian sites.  The Philadelphia Print Shop, 
Ltd. website. 
 
28The Port Folio (Philadelphia:  Harrison Hall; London:  John 
Miller, May, 1819), p. 393. 
 

29Edward Hinkley (1790-1854), a descendent of the last gover-
nor of Plymouth Colony, Thomas Hinkley, was from Barnsta-
ble, Massachusetts and a fellow student of Jared Sparks at Har-
vard.  He graduated 1813 and then studied law in Delaware, 
moving to Baltimore to practice law in 1815.  He was admitted 
to the Bar in 1817 and opened a law office on Calvert Street 
and Lexington Streets, which continued to exist as a firm in the 
City until 1954.  He was a Unitarian and closely allied with the 
other New England transplants in the City.  He played an inter-
mediary role between Sparks and the church, first mentioning 
Sparks’ name as a possible candidate for the ministry to one of 

(Continued on page 15) 
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the church leaders, Nathaniel Williams, and then encouraging 
Sparks about this prospect in Baltimore.  (Sparks also had an 
offer of a church in Boston and was not sure about the recep-
tion that Unitarianism would have in Baltimore.)  Hinkley was 
one of the founders (with other Unitarians) of the Atheneum in 
Baltimore and was a leader in the establishment of public edu-

cation in Baltimore. 
 
30Brugger, pp. 189-90. 
 
31See Catherine Evans,   “No Longer Ordinary Money:  Balti-
more Unitarians and the Rise of American Philanthropy—
Citizens of No Mean City” Historical Perspectives #79, Bea-
con, September, 2016.  

Themes in Worship  

2016-2017 
 

BY  REV. OLSON 

 
Overall Theme:  “Strangers No More” 

Throughout the year, we will focus on our confidence 
that we can know one another. We can know Baltimore, 
and not find her a stranger to us, nor we a stranger to her 
life and aspirations. We are not strangers to Unitarian 
Universalism, but growing in our knowledge of the Uni-
tarian Universalist Association and its work today, as 
well as learning our own story and telling it anew as we 
work, study, play and grow together. And we are not 
strangers to ourselves. We use the relationships and re-
sources of this congregation as a way to deepen our self-
awareness and to discover the essential things that lift 
our spirits and transform us as people.  

 
Weekly Attitude:  Joy in Making Music Together 

The everyday world that most of us inhabit includes 
tremendous anxiety. Our faith is known for promoting 
“the prophethood of all believers,” and many of us have 
pretty set ideas about how the world is and how it ought 
to be. But coming to church is not about attending a polit-
ical meeting or coming up with a strategy for change. We 
come to church to be a community together, and to find a 
joy that will hold us when times in life are challenging. 
Worship will continue to be filled with different kinds of 
music that will bring us to the depths and heights of emo-
tion, and fill us with joy.  

 
Monthly Aspiration:  Family Friendly Fourth Sunday 

We rehearse the kind of world we wish to grow when 
we meet on Sundays. On the fourth Sunday of the month, 
we especially want to practice being a place where young 
and old can be together in story and song, in prayer and 
meditation. We hope that all families who have attended 
our “RE 4 All” Sunday School will stay for the morning 
service, at least through the opening singing and family 
candlelighting. And we expect that readers and leaders 
will be people who reflect the age diversity of our congre-
gation. 

 
Periodic Action:   Making Sacred Promises  

Each month, leaders of our church will make promis-
es to the congregation about how they will behave as 
leaders: how they will cherish the church and its people, 
and find ways to lead us in our mission of being a spiritu-
al, caring, learning and serving congregation. Our prom-
ises will be described in short testimonials of 350 words 
regularly shared by volunteers of our church who feel 
that they have something to say to the congregation. 

  

Core Learning:  Seven Principles of Black Lives 
Ours is a learning community. Ours is a community 

committed to confronting institutional racism and other 
forms of oppression. We are learning this year more 
about the African American leadership of Unitarian Uni-
versalism, and will use the Seven Principles of Black 
Lives to expand our learning. These principles are: 

Principle #1—All Black Lives Matter. 
Principle #2—Love/Self-Love is practiced in every ele-

ment of all we do. 
Principle #3—Spiritual growth is directly tied to our 

ability to embrace our whole selves. 
Principle #4—Experimentation and innovation must be 

built into our work. 
Principle #5—Most Directly Affected People are ex-

perts at their own lives. 
Principle #6—Thriving instead of Surviving. 
Principle #7—360 degree vision. 
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To see the church calendar, click here:  First Unitarian Church Calendar 

Office Phone:  410-685-2330 

Fax:  410-685-4133 

Email:  office@firstunitarian.net 

Web:  www.firstunitarian.net 
 

Church Office Hours:   

     9:30 AM - 3 PM Tues.  -  Fri. 

 

Minister’s Office Hours: 

  1 PM - 4PM Mon. 

  10 AM - 1 PM Sat.   

  Other times by appointment  

 Please call (410-350-9339) before coming. 

 

Ministerial Intern:   

    Schedule flexible; contact at (609) 672-7537 or    
     ministerialintern@firstunitarian.net 
     

Interim Religious Education Director’s Office Hours:   

    Tues. & Wed. 2 PM-6 PM usually  (Please call 703-400-3429 

    before coming or email at uurebaltimore@gmail.com) 

Minister  

Rev. David Carl Olson 

 

Ministers Emeriti 

Rev. Phyllis Hubbell, Rev. John Manwell 

  

Affiliate Ministers 

Dr. Michael S. Franch,  Rev. Harry Woosley, Jr., 

Rev. Susan Margarete Stine Donham 

 

Endorsed Community Minister 

Rev. Dale Lantz 

 

Ministerial Intern 

Diana Davies 

 

Board of Trustees 

D. Doreion Colter,  President 

Evelyn Bradley, Vice President 

Laura Laing, Secretary 

Clare Milton, Treasurer 

Paul Allen 

Mike Cross-Barnet 

Catherine Evans 

Pat Montley 

Karla Peterson 

Andrea de Urquiza 

Nancy West 

 

Church Staff 

James Houston, Music Director 

Peter Fontneau, Interim Director of Religious Edu-

cation 

Aubrey Reigh, Office Administrator 

Anthony W. Williams, Sexton 

The Beacon 
Editing:  Gwyn Degner  

Layout:  Janet Campbell, Diana Karr, Laura Smith 

Proofreaders:  Betty Townsend and Clare Milton 

Publication Schedule 

Deadlines:  1st or 2nd Thursday of each month (see church 

calendar) 

October Editors:  Gwyn Degner, Diana Karr 

November Issue Deadline:   Thursday,  October 6, 2016 

   November Editors:  Gwyn Degner, Laura Smith 

 

To Submit Articles or Other Beacon Items: 

 

 Please e-mail all submissions to  

   beacon@firstunitarian.net. 

 Please use as little formatting as possible in articles, and in-

clude the author’s name.  We welcome photos to accompany 

articles. 

The editors reserve all editing rights. 

To sign up for the Beacon or Happen-
ings or to unsubscribe to them, go to this 
web address: http://eepurl.com/eqadk.   

To see the Beacon in color, visit First Uni-
tarian Church of Baltimore, The Beacon. 
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