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The Beacon 

(The following speech was 
given at the June 12th Annual 
Meeting when the budget was 
presented to the congregation 
for its consideration.) 

The Board of Trustees is 
presenting its proposed budget 
for next year at a time of great potential and great chal-
lenge for First Unitarian Church of Baltimore. 

Our blessings are many. Last Sunday the congre-
gation joyously welcomed a diverse group of 23 new 
members, and Sunday services feel fuller than they 
have in many years. We are about to embark on a multi
-year celebration of two full centuries of our presence 
in Baltimore, a testament to our extraordinary resili-
ence. Our beautiful and historic building carries no 
mortgage debt, and we have a substantial endowment 
of almost a million dollars. 

Yet our difficulties cannot be overlooked. The 
building is expensive to maintain and lacks many mod-
ern amenities. Even as our congregation grows, we are 
aware of the absence of those who have become es-
tranged from the church. Most challenging of all, for 
many years we have fallen into a pattern of budgeting 
where projected expenses far exceed projected reve-
nue, and this year is no exception. 

The Board believes the budget we are rec-
ommending 
today reflects 
our values as 
a community. 
It provides 
fair funding 
for our staff 
members and 
adequate re-
sources for 
our programs. 
It is a thrifty 
spending 
plan. Every 

(Continued on page 3) 
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July services 
 

2015/2016 Theme:  A Whole People on 

a Journey Together 
 

Services at 10 AM in the Enoch Pratt Parish Hall 
 

July 3                Diana Davies and Mark Giuliano 
Border Crossing:   “A Matter of Minutes: Immigra-

tion and the Refugee Crisis” 
On this Independence Day weekend, we remember 

those who have been forced to flee their homes in 
search of a place where they can be safe, well, and free. 
We also recognize all the families that are separated by 
walls, and we consider our own role in welcoming the 
stranger. 

 

July 10                 Diana Davies and Mark Giuliano 
Border Crossing:  “Under Shiva’s Gaze: Yoga and 

UU” 

     One of the key concepts of yogic philosophy is 

asteya, or nonstealing. As a faith that borrows from 

many traditions and cultures, how can we avoid cultural 

appropriation? In this worship service, we will practice 

asteya by incorporating readings and music from many 

different cultures, in a mindful and respectful way. 
 

July 17                   Diana Davies, Mark Giuliano, the 
Margaret Fuller ensemble, other lay leaders 

Border Crossing: “This Is What a (UU) Feminist 
Looks Like” 

     This lay-led service is a celebration of the strong and 

courageous women who have helped to build and grow 

this congregation and this community. Join us for a 

morning of stories and song.  
 

July 24               Diana Davies and Mark Giuliano 
Border Crossing: “A Theology of Languages and 

Cultures” 

     Just as the world today is experiencing a massive die

-off of its plant and animal species, and an alarming 

reduction in biological diversity, we are living in a time 

of cultural and linguistic die-off. How are we, as Unitar-

ian Universalists, called to defend and promote linguis-

tic and cultural diversity? 
 

July 31    Diana Davies, Mark Giuliano, guest 
Border Crossing: “One Human Family: Supporting 

Our Muslim Sisters and Brothers” 
     What can we do in the face of growing anti-Muslim 

rhetoric in the U.S.? In what concrete ways can we ex-

press our solidarity with our Muslim neighbors? 

MICHAEL CROSS-BARNETTE 

Thoughts on the 2016-17 

Proposed (Now Approved) 

Budget 
 

BY  MICHAEL CROSS-BARNET 
MEMBER, BOARD OF TRUSTEES  
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Dear congregation, dear community, 

 
Summer is a time when many of us are free of routine. 

It can be a time when we travel outside to a park, a beach, 
the mountains, the sea. It can be a time for family and re-
unions. It can be a time for solitude and introspection, to 
an examination of personhood and beliefs.   

 
“Critical self-examination also points to liberal theolo-

gy’s great strengths,” Unitarian Universalist theologian 
Paul Rasor argues in his text Faith Without Certainty. 
“These include its principled open-mindedness, its intel-
lectual honesty, and its commitment to social justice. 
These are among the hallmarks of the liberal tradition, and 
they are worth preserving. Today’s theological landscape 
is highly pluralistic. Many voices struggle to be heard. 
Some seek dialogue and engagement; others seek merely 
to shout the loudest. It is precisely in these circumstances 
that liberal theology’s prophetic and mediating voice is 
most needed. The early twenty-first century in the United 
States is a time of increasing dogmatic rigidity in both pol-
itics and religion. We are confronted by a worldview of 
simplistic dualisms. Dissent—even asking hard ques-
tions—is seen as a threat; data that do not support pre-set 
ideas are ignored; deeper analysis of complex issues is 
avoided. Liberal theology rejects this way of being. It 
seeks deeper and more nuanced explanations. It under-
stands the inherent complexity and interrelatedness of 
things. It has learned to live with tensions and ambiguities. 
Liberal theology’s willingness to engage in ongoing and 
thoughtful critique offers an important corrective voice in 
the public dialogue.” 

 
This is who we are, this brave community of seekers 

who will engage—
each other, our 
neighbors, and 
even our truest 
selves. We are wel-
coming new mem-
bers; we are find-
ing new ways of 
being with one an-
other; we are tak-
ing risks and find-
ing our voice. And 
I believe that this is 
why we have the 
church—why we 
are the church. Of 
open minds and 
hearts; of curiosity 
and wonder; of 
tenderness and sincer-
ity; of risk and growing trust. 

 
I feel blessed to try to lead us. I feel blessed that you 

give me a month away. I feel blessed that the tradition we 
inherit and must re-state for our own time is so full. As life 
is.   

 
Have a blessed summer, friends. 
With love, 

 
Rev. David Carl Olson, Minister 
The Kids Call Me “Rev” 

Coffee Cabinet 
 
BY  REV. DAVID CARL OLSON 
MINISTER 

(Rev.) David Carl Olson 

minister@firstunitarian.net 
 

First Unitarian Church of Baltimore (Universalist & Unitarian) 
 

cell/text: (410) 350-9339 (preferred) 

study:     (410) 685-2330 

 

Open Hours in the Study: 
 

July:  The Minister is on vacation during the month of July. 
 

August: 

        Mondays 1 to 4 P.M. 

        Wednesdays 4 to 7 P.M. 

        Saturdays 10 A.M. to 1 P.M. 

 

Tuesday is reserved for visitation. Please text or call me at (410) 
350-9339 if you would like to be visited.  
Thursday is a writing day at the library and in my home study. My 
Sabbath is on Thursdays after I finish responsibilities at the church, 
through Saturday morning. 

 

Weekend off begins at 5 P.M. on Thursday, and ends at 10 A.M. on 

Saturday. E-mail will not be responded to on my "weekend." 

 

As pastoral duties sometimes call me out of the study, it is a good 

idea to call in advance. 

 
I am always “on call” for pastoral and other concerns. Do not 

hesitate to contact me if there is something you’d like to talk about 
or do. It is always a good idea to contact me in advance if you are 
coming to the church to see me. I am most accessible by text 
message at (410) 350-9339. Thank you! 

REV. DAVID CARL OLSON 

mailto:minister@firstunitarian.net
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The Book Group 
 
BY  MIKE FRANCH 
CHAIRPERSON 

 
The Book Group meets Thurs-

day, July 28, 7:30-9:30 in Mt. 
Washington (see below), to dis-
cuss Geraldine Brooks' novel, The 
Secret Chord.  It's about David--
you know, the sexy shepherd who 
ended up a king. The reviewer in 
The Independent writes, "The bib-
lical story of David arouses read-
ers through its laconic brevity; The 
Secret Chord is a work hybrid be-

tween fiction and exegesis, which 
sends us back to the original, our 
curiosity quickened." You can 
read the whole review at http://
www.independent.co.uk/arts-
entertainment/books/reviews/the-
secret-chord-by-geraldine-brooks-
book-review-this-david-is-ecstatic
-visceral-and-virile-
a6755001.html. 

The Book  Group meets in a 
home  in  Mt.  Washington.   
Contact Mike Franch at 
books@firstunitarian.net for in-
formation. You don't need to be a regular Book Group 
member to attend and participate in the lively and friend-
ly discussions. New people are very much welcomed.  

MIKE FRANCH 

Our Daily Bread 
 

BY HELEN SZYMKOWIAK 
 

Due to the quirkiness of our Julian calendar, we are 
scheduled to cook for Our Daily Bread this month, on 
July 30th, 8:30 A.M. Some of our regular cooks will be 
away, so newcomers will be most welcome and needed. 
Sure, it will be hot, but there'll be a snack, something cold 

to drink, and a refreshing cross-
breeze when the doors are opened. 
Please put the morning  on your 
"must do  today" list  and  join  us  -  
and  do  let  me know  if  you  are  
coming.  Thank you.    Helen  Szym-
kowiak    -      our-
dailybread@firstunitarian.net. 

HELEN SZYMKOWIAK 

item has been examined, and we are satisfied that there is 
no wasteful or excessive spending to be found here. 

Moreover, the Board has taken a number of steps to 
make the deficit in this proposed budget as small as possi-
ble. We are keeping salary increases to a minimum. We 
decided to apply a significant portion of a bequest we re-
ceived this past year to reducing the deficit, rather than 
reserving the money for a special project. We chose to ap-
ply the small amount remaining in the Kinn Education 
Fund to the salary of our RE director, as has often been 
done in the past.  

As a result of these actions, the budget that we present 
to you today has a significantly smaller deficit than the 
version that was circulated late last month. However, de-
spite our best efforts, this budget still contains a larger def-
icit than we are happy with. Our only current option for 
making up the deficit is by once again dipping into our 
Investment Fund – a fund that is rapidly dwindling. 

In the course of our deliberations, we weighed a num-
ber of options for reducing the deficit that some might con-
sider extreme or unwise. For example, we discussed the 
possibility of going without an interim Religious Education 
director. We questioned the importance of maintaining a 
“prudent” draw of 4.25 percent from our Endowment 
Fund. We debated whether to balance the budget by dip-
ping even further into our vanishing Investment Fund. 

There were differences of opinion among Board members 
on all of these items, but in the end, all of them were re-
jected as not being in the best long-term interest of the 
church. 

In addition to fiscal responsibility, another of our goals 
in presenting this year’s budget proposal was greater trans-
parency. That’s why the document in front of you shows 
expected expenses of $20,000 in emergency repairs. In 
past years these inevitable expenses did not typically ap-
pear as a line item in the budget at the Annual Meeting; 
instead, the funds spent on emergency repairs would only 
show up later on year-end documents with the expense 
covered by our Investment Fund.  This year, the Board de-
cided that it would be more transparent to show this pro-
jected expense on the front end as well, not just the back. 

We also spent time this year brainstorming ideas for 
increasing revenue. For example, we discussed improving 
our capacity for rentals, holding more and better fundrais-
ing events, and taking advantage of special opportunities 
presented by the bicentennials. Three additional matters 
the Board expects to take up in the coming year are aimed 
squarely at improving our long-term finances: implement-
ing “sustainable staffing” that better aligns our resources, 
our values, and our goals; looking into various ways the 
church could raise revenue by establishing a trust, founda-
tion, or LLC; and seeking the help of a financial consult-
ant. 

All of these ideas are worth pursuing, but they do not 

2016-17 Budget 
(Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 4) 
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address our biggest challenge as a congregation: the dis-
connect between what we want to do and what we are 
willing to contribute in pledges and other donations. This 
is not a new problem, but it is one we are determined to 
tackle with renewed energy and a spirit of confidence and 
hope. 

Sometimes people ask why we can’t simply use our 
Endowment Fund to cover our deficits. It should be noted 
that the church by-laws instruct the Board to preserve the 
purchasing power of the Endowment Fund and to use only 
the interest it generates, leaving the principal intact. How-

ever, the by-laws also give the congregation the power to 
vote at a special meeting to dip into the Endowment Fund 
principal. This would be an extraordinary step, as doing so 
would reduce the future income-generating power of the 
Endowment Fund, and the Board is not advising such an 
action at this time.  

The Board does not claim that this budget is a perfect 
document, but we have put a great deal of thought into this 
proposal, spending many hours in debate and discussion as 
we tried to get it right. We ask for your respectful consid-
eration and hope that any changes will be driven by a 
thoughtful examination of options and a careful balancing 
of priorities. 

2016-17 Budget 
(Continued from page 3) 

Photos from the June 12th Annual Meeting 

REV. DAVID CARL OLSON & BOARD PRES. DOREION COLTER OPENED THE MEETING 

BOARD MEMBER MICHAEL CROSS-BARNET IN-

TRODUCED THE PROPOSED BUDGET AND TREAS-

URER CLARE MILTON LED THE DISCUSSION OF IT. 

SECRETARY 
EVELYN 

BRADLEY 
TOOK NOTES. 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
CHAIR BETH MORSE 

INTRODUCED THE ELEC-

TION NOMINEES. 

MEMBERSHIP CHAIR NANCY BENJA-

MIN & ADORE CHAIR MELISSA  
FELICIANO WERE RECOGNIZED FOR 
EXTRAORDINARY CONTRIBUTIONS. 

STEWARDSHIP CHAIR 
CHRIS BEARD DE-

SCRIBED THE PLEDGE 
CAMPAIGN. 

MOLLY RUHLMAN 
DISCUSSED THE 

CONGREGATIONAL 
SURVEY. 

SHARON CARTER 
LEAVES THE BOARD 
OF TRUSTEES THIS 

YEAR.  

LAURA LAING 
TALKED 

ABOUT OUR 
COVENANT. 

PARLIAMENTAR-

IAN ANDREA DE 
URQUIZA KEPT 

ORDER. 

BOARD MEMBERS 
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Religious Education 

Pete's Patter - Endings and Beginnings 
 
BY  PETER FONTNEAU 
INTERIM DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

Here we are at the 'end of a church year' together.  I'm 
finding this an exciting time of the year at First Unitarian 
Church of Baltimore.  Not only is it the end of my first 
church year with you, but it is the beginning of a new 
year that is in the planning phase now.  We will continue 
to experiment with the Religious Education for All pro-
gram in the next year.  More on the experiment in the par-
agraphs below, but first let me give you a view of chang-
es that make this an exciting time 
for me. 

 

Changes: The congregation is 
going forward with installation of a 
new sound system for the sanctuary, 
a physical and palpable-audible sig-
nal of the vitality of the congrega-
tion.  A better sound system will 
make our Sunday worship better for 
everyone and make your largest 
gathering space more welcoming for 
other uses too.  Your leaders are 
working on some of the issues that 
tend to hold us static when the con-
gregation should be dynamic, just 
like the sound system.  You are get-
ting more comfortable talking about 
money.  You are getting more comfortable talking about 
staff stability.  You are getting more comfortable talking 
about a longer view; the Bicentennial Committee has a 
three year plus calendar for its activities and is connecting 
them to the congregation's normal activities.  You are 
doing more dreaming about the Mission of the Congrega-
tion and its Vision for the future.  You have connected 
with New Members in a relational way and informal 
groups of new people are exploring their connections to 
the congregation in new ways.  Your children, parents 
and others have connected in a different way with the 
families who live at Dayspring during our multigenera-
tional education program this spring.  Dayspring families 
show up for the festivals and party time, but they are also 
dropping by on Sunday mornings when mom and chil-
dren are asked to sample the spinach and lettuce growing 
in the garden and given a plastic bag to pick some and 
take inside for making salad. This is the one-on-one 
'grassroots' relationship building that can build First Uni-
tarian's credibility in the community.   

 

Endings:  Yes it's the end of a church year.  You have 
given the Religious Education program for Children and 

Youth support throughout the year- committee people, 
teaching teams who taught curricula based on Principles 
and on Sources, childcare givers, the pre-school teachers, 
the Halloween Party crew, the crew for the Christmas 
Pageant, the parents and other adults who worked in the 
Dayspring Garden during the Circle of Trees curriculum, 
conveners/facilitators of adult programs, the flower wag-
on decorators, the coordinators of fourth Sunday lantern 

lighting, and all the other tasks that 
make programs go.  Thank you, 
thank you, thank you all!   
 

Beginnings:  I'm planning for another 
year.  Molly Ruhlman is on deck to 
lead a combined adult and children 
and youth education committee. Alt-
hough my job description is a chil-
dren and youth program, I've been 
sitting with the adult education com-
mittee all year.  We think a com-
bined committee can result in better 
coordination, communication, follow
-through and follow-up, in part be-
cause the programs have lots of simi-
larities and commonalities.  A com-
bined committee reduces the isola-

tion, the silo effect, of multiple similar functions and 
may, like the recent change in our social justice activities 
to the Peace and Justice Ministry, help the congregation 
to be more agile, flexible and effective in programming.  
There will be some tweaking of the Religious Education 
for All experiment.  I've been reviewing inputs from the 
Bicentennial Survey, and the interview/survey data that 
I've been taking and the religious education committees 
have been accumulating.  We'll do shorter 'semesters' 
with 'breaks' for 'short courses'.  Thematic connections 
and special offerings can be included; we're looking at 
some special 'history' offerings that are tied to the Bicen-
tennial celebration starting in October. This will probably 
mean more teachers/facilitators will be needed, but the 
commitment will be less demanding of your time.  Con-
necting themes across the church's programs is a goal.  
New procedures can be documented and become standard 
operations and policy. 

 

I am excited about the church's potential. What are 
your dreams? How will they be lived out?  How would 
you help move into the future by helping in an education 
program?  I'm listening for you to become excited too! 

PETER FONTNEAU 



First Unitarian Church News 

 

 The Beacon   July 2016    6    

First Unitarian Historical Perspectives #77 
 

Universalism in Baltimore, Part III 

1867-1877
1
 

 

SUBMITTED TO THE BEACON  BY CATHERINE EVANS 

Since 1838, the First/Second Universalist Society had 
worshiped in the large church they had built at Calvert and 
Pleasant Streets.  This was the same area that the Unitarians 
had originally selected for a building site.  However, be-
cause it was low-lying and close to the Jones Falls, there 
was periodic flooding, so the Unitarians elected to build on 
the present site of the Church.  Unfortunately for the Univer-
salists, they discovered the vul-
nerability of their building site 
when it was flooded not long 
after its completion and sustained 
extensive damage. The building 
was quite large and suitable for 
hosting major public events.  For 
example, it was the location of 
several national conventions.  In 
May, 1844, the Whig National 
Convention was held there, nom-
inating Henry Clay for presi-
dent.5 In May, 1848, the Demo-
cratic Convention held there 
nominated Michigan Senator 
Lewis Cass for president.  In 
May, 1861, the Maryland State 
convention to debate leaving the 
Union was held in the church.6 

 
In 1860, as a means of resolving the debt that had 

plagued the church for years, it was decided to sell the 
church building.  A relocation was also considered desirable 
because the environs had become increasingly commercial 
in character.  After the sale, with the seven thousand dollars 
that remained after debts had been taken care of, a lot was 
purchased on Baltimore Street near Central Avenue for the 
purpose of building a new church.  In April, 1860, the cor-
nerstone was laid.  The following year on March 14, the new 
church was dedicated. During the period in which they were 

between church buildings, the congregation rented space in 
a hall for worship services.   

  
It is interesting to note the history of the Universalist 

church building after its sale.    The building was first pur-
chased by a German Lutheran Church.  Soon thereafter, on 
October 10, 1863, it was sold to Father Michael O’Connor, 

S.J. for the purpose of creating an 
African American Catholic 
Church.  In July, 1791, refugees 
of African descent had arrived at 
Fell's Point from San Domingo in 
six ships.  As Agnes Kane Cal-
lum tells us in her history of St. 
Francis Xavier Catholic Church, 
“Aboard the ships were between 
500 and 1000 Negroes, slave and 
free. Most of the free Blacks were 
wealthy and educated. Whether 
slave or free, the refugees were 
Catholic and spoke fluent French.  
After they settled in Baltimore, 
the Black refugees began to at-
tend Mass in the basement of St. 
Mary's Seminary. The Sulpicians7 
who also spoke French adminis-

tered to the religious needs of the Haitians. The basement 
chapel was set aside for the Blacks' exclusive use.”8 In the 
1860’s, Father O’Connor raised funds throughout Baltimore 
for the purpose of procuring a church home for this Catholic 
community.  The purchase of the Universalist church ena-
bled the founding of Saint Francis Xavier Catholic Church, 
the first African American Catholic Church in the United 
States.  The congregation remained there until 1932, when it 
moved to Eager and Caroline Streets. In 1968, it moved to 
its present location at the corner of Caroline and Oliver 

(Continued on page 7) 

The First Unitarian Church of Baltimore merged with the Second Universalist 
Society in 1935.  At that time, the newly-created organization was renamed “The 
First Unitarian Church of Baltimore (Universalist and Unitarian)” to capture the 
merger of the two churches and traditions.  In the first article in this occasional se-
ries on the history of the Universalist Church in Baltimore, “The Beginnings of Uni-
versalism in Baltimore, Part I:  1831-1850” 2 we became acquainted with the first 
nineteen years of Universalism in Baltimore through examining the lives of the first 
five ministers to be settled at the Universalist church.  In the second article, “Universalism in Baltimore, Part II: 1851-
1866,” 3 we learned about the years 1851-1866, through examining the lives and times of the next three ministers.  We 
also learned about the rise of Spiritualism and its connection to Universalism and about the beginning of the Civil War 
in Baltimore, especially the Pratt Street Riot.  The present article is the third in the series on the Universalist Church.  It 
discusses the fate of the first Universalist church building, the social and economic climate of Baltimore after the Civil 
War, and the four pastorates of the ten-year period from 1867-1874.4   

CATHERINE EVANS 

  SECOND UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY CHURCH AT THE CORNER OF 
CALVERT AND PLEASANT STREETS (NO LONGER STANDING). 
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Street. 

 
In the years immediately following the Civil War, Balti-

more, as it had so often been, was in a unique position, in 
part because it had been occupied by the Union army 
throughout the war years.   Though Maryland was a southern 
state, it had not seceded from the Union, and while local gov-
ernance had been prohibited, local commerce had continued.  
On September, 26, 1865, the American published the follow-
ing opinion: 

It is happy for the world that war, its greatest 
scourge, is not an unmixed evil.  It has its compensa-
tions.  The fact that war comes at all, proves the exist-
ence of some stumbling blocks to progress, which cannot 
be removed except by violence….The processes of war 
are destructive, but they develop energy.9 

 
Sherry H. Olson, in her monumental work, Baltimore: 

The Building of an American City uses this quotation as the 
introduction to her chapter “A Rent in the Social Fabric:  
1866-1877,” commenting that 

The editors of the American shared their end-of-the-
war optimism with others in Baltimore.  The energy they 
mentioned was already at work.  The city had not bene-
fitted from a wartime boom, but neither did it now
 suffer from a post-war depression.  Construction 
rose swiftly to a peak in 1870-72 of thirty-five hundred 
houses a year.  Speculative and industrial activity were 
also on the rise.  Baltimore was now a city of some three 
hundred and fifty thousand people or fifty thousand 
buildings…Changes in the economic and social structure 
of Baltimore in this generation depended upon the rela-
tive growth of various sectors, classes, and enterprises 
during the seven fat years, and upon how they weathered 
the seven lean years [which followed].10 

 
By contrast, she draws on the perspective of the Sun, 

which offered a different slant in its assessment of the eco-
nomic climate: 

About the time the American published its glowing 
preview of economic opportunities, the Sun was fulmi-
nating against opportunists. “The country is filled with 
the spirit of speculation.  It is infectious, and all profes-
sions and occupations seem to be affected by it.  Men’s 
minds are filled with vicious schemes of extravagant 
gains.”…They tended to blame paper money and end-of-
war inflation.  “The poor become poorer, the rich 
 grow richer.  Money flows in streams; waste and 
extravagance and parade and ill-taste and bad manners 
obtrude their random and tasteless forms everywhere.”  
In fact, the moral crisis was fundamental.  It was not a 
matter of any basic differences of outlook of the two 
newspapers.  The editors of both papers shared an enthu-
siasm for enterprise and a horror of speculation, never 
quite realizing that these were two sides of the same 
coin.11 

 

The consequence of this age of speculative opportunity 
was that it was a time of both economic and social change.  
Some of these changes were the hallmarks of the city Balti-
more was to become and remain throughout the rest of the 
nineteenth and much of the twentieth centuries.  This includ-
ed the growth of the transportation, fuel, shipping, and manu-
facturing industries, large-scale immigration, and changing 
demographics.  While before the Civil War, immigration had 
taken place in Fells Point with the arrival of slave ships car-
rying captured Africans and the voluntary entry of European 
migrants, after the war, immigration was moved to Locust 
Point because the deeper water at the port allowed for larger 
ships.  After the war, immigration was largely orchestrated 
by private enterprise, with representatives of industries going 
to Europe to recruit migrants for work in the United States.  
At Locust Point they were transferred to railroads which car-
ried about two-thirds of them to destinations to the west of 
Maryland.  However, about a third stayed in Baltimore.  One 
of the largest sources of immigrants was Germany, providing 
a tremendous influx of Germans into the Baltimore commu-
nity.  With them came their customs, priorities and values.  
They enjoyed street festivals, shooting contests, and singing 
group competitions.  They engaged in social thought and pro-
vided organizational means of assisting the disadvantaged, 
such as the widowed, the orphaned, and the aged. They sup-
ported the development of labor unions.  Convivial by nature, 
they were generally resistant to the temperance movement, 
eventually making Baltimore a center of resistance to prohi-
bition.  Many were Catholic.  Because of the size and cohe-
siveness of the immigrant populations, there was less pres-
sure to assimilate culturally. 

 
There were, of course, great challenges for the African 

American community.  As Olson describes it,  
For the black community, the sense of crisis contin-

ued after the war.  Emancipation was insured, but the 
content and meaning of freedom were yet to be deter-
mined—rights to vote, to work, to go to school, to be 
heard in court….[Nonetheless]…The swiftness with 
which Baltimore’s black citizens organized new  institu-
tions was impressive, including a readiness of zeal and 
an urgency of needs that awaited only the  enabling laws 
to free the energy…Nearly all the projects…had their 
groundwork laid, the money raised,  and the buildings 
secured in 1865, all in spite of a wall of hostility from 
most of the white community.  These included free 
schools, a high school, the institute, an orphan asylum, 
an aged women’s home, a seminary, a teacher’s college, 
and most remarkable, a cooperative shipyard.12 

 
There were also drastic changes in the labor market, with 

the influx of new labor (immigrants and African Americans) 
and employers who were no longer obligated to shoulder the 
responsibility for educating, housing and feeding workers.  
Pay fluctuated greatly and, in lean times, the workers were 
paid miserably.  Child labor was rampant.  There were gangs, 
homelessness, and overcrowding, bringing concomitant pub-
lic health issues.  In 1865, it was estimated that there were 
three thousand vagrant children in the city.13   A widespread 
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labor crisis was brought about by an economic downturn 
and displacement by mechanization.  For those who retained 
their jobs, hours were cut and wages slashed.  The incidence 
of accidents rose.  Partly in response to these circumstances, 
Olson tells us that “This was a magnificent era for Baltimore 
in private philanthropy.  The wealthiest of Baltimore’s busi-
nessmen competed with each other in seeking to provide 
solutions and to crown the city’s cheap public institutions 
with nobler creations.”14 

 
The Second Universalist Society entered into these new 

times free of debt and with a new church building on Balti-
more Street.  Henry Shepherd in his History of Baltimore, 
Maryland, from Its Founding as a Town to the Current Year, 
1729-1898 describes the years of 1866-77 of the Universal-
ist church in Baltimore, as follows:  

   

The Rev. H. R. Walworth succeeded the Rev. Mr. 
Johnson in 1866 and was in charge three years. For 
about one year the Rev. Alexander Kent was pastor. In 
1872 the Rev. G. W. Powell was chosen pastor and con-
tinued in charge until 1876. Near the close of his pastor-
ate an unfortunate division sprang up and when Mr. 
Powell resigned he took with him a considerable follow-
ing and established a new congregation, taking the title 
of the "Third Universalist Church." A building was 
erected on Greene Street, but after a few years it was 
sold and the congregation disbanded. Only a few of the 
seceders returned to the old fold, so that there was a 
distinct loss through this unfortunate movement. For six 
months after the withdrawal of Mr. Powell and his fol-
lowers from the parent church, the Rev. William Taylor, 
M. D., did faithful service…15  

  
The Rev. Dr. Henry Ryen Walworth (1826-1911) was 

originally from New York City. He studied at Columbia 
College and then at a seminary in Clinton, New York, the 
Clinton Liberal Institute, founded by the Universalist 
Church.  He was a very well-educated man, speaking and 
writing five languages fluently.  He was ordained in the Uni-
versalist Society of New York City in April, 1847.  In 1856, 
he went to Monticello and Alton, Illinois, where he estab-
lished congregations.  In 1859, the Reverend Walworth ac-
cepted a call from the congregation at Hightstown, New Jer-
sey, then at Newark, New Jersey.  In 1866, he came to Balti-
more, Maryland, remaining until 1869 when ill health forced 
his retirement from the ministry.  Rev. Walworth remained 
in Baltimore until 1898, writing on agricultural topics for the 
"Maryland Farmer,” and publishing a book entitled Poultry 
and Poultry Keeping. In 1898, he moved to the eastern 
shore, settling permanently in Hurlock in Dorchester Coun-
ty.  While there, he and his son started two weekly county 
newspapers, one at Hurlock and the other in Preston 
(Caroline County).  He also founded the Hurlock Free Li-
brary in 1903.  He was highly regarded and counted William 
Jennings Bryan, Enoch Pratt and James Cardinal Gibbons 
(9th Archbishop of Baltimore from 1877-1921) among his 
friends.16 

 
During Rev. Walworth’s pastorate, the Universalist 

General Convention (UCG) was held in Baltimore in Sep-
tember, 1867.  At that convention, two events of particular 
interest took place.  First, the convention passed a resolution 
to establish the National Memorial Church in Washington, 
D. C., to serve as the official representative in Washington, 
DC, of the Universalist General Convention (later called the 
Universalist Church of America). It was not until 1921, 
however, that the UCG approved funding for construction of 
the church. The church, now called Universalist National 
Memorial Church (UNMC), is on 16th Street in the Dupont 
Circle area.  Also following the Baltimore UCG meeting, 
the Murray Universalist Society was founded in Washing-
ton, named in honor of the centennial anniversary of John 
Murray's arrival in North America.  The Church of Our Fa-
ther (later First Universalist Church of Washington, D.C.) 
was founded the following year.  As we shall see, this was to 
become the church of Walworth’s successor, Rev. Alexan-
der Kent.  Also taken up at the Baltimore UCG was a reaf-
firmation of the Winchester Confession of Faith,17 which 
had been articulated in 1803 as a result of legislative action 
in New Hampshire aggregating Universalists with the Con-
gregationalists and seeking to tax the Universalists to benefit 
both groups.  Prior to the Baltimore convention, it had been 
speculated that there had been some alteration of the Win-
chester Profession.  At the Baltimore UCG, a committee 
comprising Rev. Dolphus Skinner, D. D., H. E. Busch, Esq., 
and Rev. Thomas B. Thayer, D. D. was appointed to investi-
gate the matter and report to the body.  In what became fa-
mously called the Baltimore Declaration, it was stated that 
“In framing the Winchester Confession, it was the evident 
intention of our denominational fathers to affirm the Divine 
Authority of the Scriptures and the Lordship of Jesus Christ; 
and, in judgement of this Convention, only those comply 
with the prescribed conditions of Fellowship who accept the 
Confession with this interpretation.”18 This was an especial-
ly timely issue, as some of the Universalist ministers who 
were straying into Spiritualism were supposed not to sub-
scribe to Winchester Profession. 

Rev. Alexander Kent (1837-1908) followed Rev. Wal-
worth at the Second Universalist Society, though his pastor-
ate was destined to be a very short one.  Originally from 
Truro, Nova Scotia, he was educated in the United States.  
He was a minister for a time in Iowa, Minnesota, and in Hal-
ifax, Nova Scotia.  His ministry in Baltimore began in 1869; 
in 1870, he resigned to move to Washington, D. C. where 
the Murray Universalist Society, with 59 members, had been 
founded in 1869.  In 1870, The Church of Our Father was 
founded and Rev. Kent became its minister.  In 1881, they 
identified a building lot and the cornerstone was laid in 
1882.  The first service was held on May 13, 1883, with 
Rev. Kent officiating.  He remained at the Church of Our 
Father for twenty years until 1890. In 1890, Kent took up 
ministry at the non-denominational People’s Church in 
Washington, “a church that has been the center of meeting-
ground for all the noblest and most earnest social economic 
and political workers whose aims were the furtherance of 
the principles of fundamental democracy and social jus-
tice.”19  While at the Church of Our Father, Rev. Kent mar-
ried Carrie F. Grove.  His obituary in The Truro Times, not-

(Continued on page 9) 
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ed the importance of both the Kents for Washington: 
“Together, they have been powerful factors in the progres-
sive life at the National capital.’20  The Washington Star obi-
tuary described Kent as follows:  "Intensely practical and an 
idealist, he applied Christianity to the problems of the day —
ethical, religious, social and political. For twenty years he 
has spoken on these topics. . . . Several years ago Dr. Kent 
was employed by the government to investigate cooperative 
communities. His report on this subject is a standard authori-
ty. His addresses and sermons have also been widely pub-
lished."21   Co-operative Communities in the United States 
[by Rev. Alexander Kent, in Bulletin of Department of La-
bor, No. 35, July, 1901] is a study of forty-five intentional 
communities, ones designed in accordance with living their 
precepts for social reform in a real environment.    

Rev. G. W. Powell followed Rev. Kent in the ministry at 
the Second Universalist Society.  Very little is known about 
the life of Rev. Powell, either before or after his stay in Bal-
timore.  That he was active in Universalist ministry for many 
years is clear from the repeated mentions of him in Univer-
salist publications and church notices.  Unfortunately, none 
of these give individual details, beyond that his given name 
was most likely “George,” and that he was a minister in up-
state New York.  His ministry in Baltimore was very notable 
because of its consequences, though, here again, many of the 
details are missing.  We know from Shepherd’s account, 
cited above, that a division occurred in the congregation—
we do not know why—which occasioned the secession of a 
substantial number of members of the Second Universalist 
Society.  They formed the Third Universalist Society and 
built a church on North Greene Street near Lexington Mar-
ket.  Baltimore historian John Thomas Scharf in his im-
portant History of Baltimore City and County, from the Ear-
liest Period to the Present Day:  Including Biographical 
Sketches of Their Representative Men, reports that the 
church was dedicated on December 16, 1877, with Rev. 
George W. Powell as its minister.22 We know that the Third 
Universalist Society survived for some years.  Rev. Oliver 
Llewellyn Ashenfelter was the minister after Rev. Powell.23  
It is not clear when the Society dissolved.  What is clear is 
that the secession of a large number of its members caused 
the Second Universalist Society a great deal of damage, as 
those who had left did not return after the Third Society’s 
demise. 

For roughly a year after the secession of the members of 
what became the Third Universalist Society, the Second Uni-
versalist Society had an interim minister, Rev. William Tay-
lor, M.D.  He was born in Philadelphia, and studied medicine 
there, becoming a surgeon in the Army of the Potomac dur-
ing the Civil War. After the War, he decided to become a 
minster and studied theology to this end.  His first pastorate 
was in Philadelphia.  Second Universalist Society was sec-
ond church.  In 1877, he moved from here to a church in 
Towanda, Pennsylvania, where he stayed until 1882.  During 

this time he served as president of the Pennsylvania Univer-
salist Convention.  Then he moved to the Universalist 
Church in Troy, New York, where he was secretary of the 
Universalist Convention of the State of New York. Rev. Dr. 
Taylor died not long after moving to Troy.24 

The decade after the Civil War was a difficult time for 
the Second Universalist Society.  The congregation declared 
bankruptcy, sold their original Church building, once again 
experienced a great turnover in ministers, and suffered a di-
vision in their Society which led to the departure of a signifi-
cant number of its members to a new church.  Roughly in the 
same period, the First Independent Church (First Unitarian)25 
experienced similar difficulties.  The economic times were 
difficult and the idea of selling the Church building was en-
tertained.  In this case, however, it was decided not to sell 
the Church.  First Unitarian also experienced a division in its 
congregation, the minister, Rev. John F. W. Ware resigned 
and assumed the pastorate of the Second Church of Our Sav-
ior.  Thirty members of First Independent followed him.  The 
Second Church dissolved in 1872 after fourteen years in ex-
istence.26 In contrast, most of those who had originally been 
members of First Independent rejoined it.  Both churches 
faced the same challenges and opportunities in outreach.  
While Baltimore’s population was growing, it had distinct 
cultural and religious identifications that precluded the wide-
spread recruitment of new members.  However, the needs of 
the population spoke to the desires of both churches to edu-
cate and improve the lot of the average citizen and to engage 
in social justice work.  There followed a time of great flour-
ishing at First Independent, under the ministry of Rev. 
Charles Richmond Weld (1873-1898).  The same was to be 
the case at the Second Universalist Society with the pastorate 
of its next minister, Rev. Royal H. Pullman (1877-1897). 

 
 
1An initial article on the merger of First Independent 

Church with the Second Universalist Society appeared as 
article #8 in the Historical Perspectives series in the Octo-
ber, 2010, issue of the Beacon entitled, “What’s in a Name?”   

 
2Catherine Evans, “The Beginnings of Universalism in 

Baltimore, Part I 1831-1851,” Historical Perspectives Series 
#52, Beacon, June, 2014. 

 
3Catherine Evans, “Universalism in Baltimore, Part II 

1851-1866,” Historical Perspectives Series #76, Beacon, 
June, 2016. 

 
4For those who wish to refresh their memory of the first 

thirty-five years at First/Second Universalist Society, we 
offer the following overview.  The first Universalist minister 
to preach in Baltimore was Rev. Paul Dean of Boston in 
1830.  Rev. Dean’s sermons led to the founding of the First 
Universalist Society in 1831.  Its first minister, Otis Skinner 
(1831~ Resigned 1837), a young man at the time, established 
the Society and went on to a prominent career as a Univer-
salist minister and educator.  His successor in Baltimore was 
Linus S. Everett (1837 ~ Resigned 1839). During Everett’s 
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pastorate, a large church was erected at the corner of Cal-
vert and Pleasant streets in 1837-38.  Financial issues 
occasioned by the mortgage and on-going expenses be-
gan to plague the Universalist congregation.  Rev. Ever-
ett was succeeded by the Rev. Dr. Isaac Dowd William-
son (1839 ~ Resigned 1841).  During his pastorate, be-
cause of the church’s difficult financial circumstances, 
the First Universalist Society filed for bankruptcy.  As a 
consequence, the First Universalist Society was disband-
ed and the Second Universalist Society was formed. The 
next minister was Rev. James Shrigley (1841 ~ Resigned 
1849) whose years in Baltimore were greatly affected by 
the church’s increasing debt. During the brief ministry of 
Rev. James Monroe Cook (1849 ~ Died 1850), the Sec-
ond Universalist Society managed to resolve its $7,000 
mortgage through generous gifts.  Rev. George Truesdell 
Flanders (1851 ~ Resigned 1855) succeeded him.  The 
next minister, Rev. James Madison Peebles (1857 ~ Re-
signed 1859) accepted the position in Baltimore just at 
the time he was becoming persuaded of the truth of Spir-
itualism.  Peebles left the ministry permanently when he 
left Baltimore.  Peebles’ successor was Rev. James Riley 
Johnson (1859 ~ Resigned 1866) who found the Second 
Universalist Society was still in financial debt. 

 
5Epes Sargent, The Life and Public Services of Henry 

Clay, rev. ed. (New York: Greely and McElrath, 1848), 
84-85; Stan M. Haynes, The First American Political 
Conventions: Transforming Presidential Nominations, 
1832-1872 (Jefferson, NC: McFarland & Company, 
2012), 71-77. 

 
6“Important from Maryland; The Union Meeting in 

Baltimore.  Our Baltimore Correspondence.  The South-
ern Rebellion” The New York Times, May 6, 1861. 

 
7The Society of Saint-Sulpice is a Catholic Society 

of Apostolic Life named for the Church of Saint-Sulpice, 
Paris, in turn named for St. Sulpitius the Pious, where 
they were founded.  On July, 10, 1791, in Baltimore, four 
Sulpicians established the first Catholic institution for the 
training of clergy in the newly formed United States, 
naming the institution St. Mary's Seminary.  It was the 
Sulpicians who brought Maximilian Godefroy, the archi-
tect of our church, to Baltimore, hiring him as an instruc-
tor of drawing and military design.  While in the Sulpi-
cians’ employ, Godefroy built the Chapel of St. Mary’s 
in the Seton Hill section of Baltimore.  The Sulpicians 
remain a powerful presence in Baltimore.  Source infor-
mation from Wikipedia. 

 
8Agnes Kane Callum, Historian for St. Francis Xavi-

er Church, in “A Short History of Historic St. Francis 
Xavier Church” Saint Francis Xavier Catholic Church, 
Baltimore (1863-- ) website. 

      
9American, September 26, 1861.  "The News Ameri-

can" was formed by a final merger of two papers, the 
"Baltimore News-Post" and "The Baltimore American", 

in 1964. The "Baltimore American" traced its lineage 
unbroken to at least 1796, and traditionally claimed even 
earlier back to 1773.  For much of the middle 20th Cen-
tury, the Baltimore News-American had the largest circu-
lation in the city. Its final edition was published on May 
27, 1986.  Wikipedia 

 

10Sherry H. Olson, Baltimore: The Building of an 
American City (Baltimore and London:  Johns Hopkins 
University Press, 1997) p. 149. 

 
11Olson, pp. 154-155. 
 
12Olson, p. 183. 
 
13Olson, p. 189. 
 
14Olson, p. 192. 
 
15Henry Elliot Shepherd:  History of Baltimore, Mar-

yland, from Its Founding as a Town to the Current Year, 
1729-1898:  Including Its Early Settlement and Develop-
ment; a Description of Its Historic and Interesting Local-
ities; Political, Military, Civil, and Religious Statistics; 
Biographies of Representative Citizens, Etc. (Baltimore:  
S.B. Nelson, 1898), p. 431. 

 
16Information about Rev. Henry Ryen Walworth is 

drawn from biographical profile in Family Search on-
line. 

 
17“Winchester Profession, statement of Universalist 

faith adopted in 1803 by the General Convention of Uni-
versalists in the New England States at Winchester, N.H. 
The declaration was phrased in general terms to embrace 
differing Universalist views about the nature of God, 
God’s relationship to humanity, Christology (doctrine 
concerning Jesus Christ), and universal salvation (i.e., 
whether or not the human soul would experience some 
punishment after death or would be immediately recon-
ciled with God). Thus, it declared the unity of a loving 
God (to appeal to the Unitarian theology of many Uni-
versalist ministers while not rejecting the belief in the 
Trinity of orthodox Christian theology), proclaimed that 
Jesus Christ would “restore the whole family of mankind 
to holiness and happiness,” and recommended that be-
lievers should “maintain order and practice good works.” 
In 1870 a resolution adopted by the General Convention 
required that the Winchester Profession be interpreted as 
requiring belief in the authority of Scripture and the lord-
ship of Jesus Christ. This restriction was rescinded in 
1899.” Encyclopaedia Brittanica. 

 
18Thomas B. Thayer, D.D., ed., Universalist Quar-

terly:  General Review, New Series-Volume IX (Boston:  
Universalist Publishing House, 1872), p. 162.   

 
19“The Late Dr. Alexander Kent and his Service to 
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Society,” in The Arena, volume 41 (The Arena Publishing 
Company, 1909), p. 223. 

 

20Obituary for Rev. Alexander Kent on December 17, 
1908 in The Truro Daily News. 

 
21Op cit, p. 223. 
 
22John Thomas Scharf, History of Baltimore City and 

County, from the Earliest Period to the Present Day:  In-
cluding Biographical Sketches of Their Representative Men 
(Baltimore:  L. H. Everts, 1881), p. 590. 

 
23“Oliver Llewellyn Aschenfelter, A. M., was pastor of 

Third Universalist Church sometime between 1877-1884 
after Powell.”  Obituary Record:  A Record of the Lives of 
Deceased Alumni of Marshall College and Franklin and 

Marshall College, Issue 8 (Lancaster:  Franklin and Mar-
shall College Alumni Association, 1904), p. 131. 

 

24The Universalist Register: Containing the Statistics of 
the Church with an Almanach for 1885 (Boston:  Universal-
ist Publishing House, 1880) pp. 89-90. 

 

25“The First Independent Church of Baltimore” was the 
original name of our church.  The name was changed to 
“First Unitarian Church (Universalist and Unitarian),” the 
one we still use, in 1935 at the time of the merger with the 
Second Universalist Society.  First Unitarian Church of Bal-
timore is the oldest “purpose-built” Unitarian Church in 
North America.  This means that it is the oldest Unitarian 
church built by Unitarians for the purpose of being a Unitar-
ian church.  

 
26Rebecca Funk, A Heritage to Hold in Fee 1817-1917:  

First Unitarian Church of Baltimore (Universalist and Uni-
tarian) (Baltimore:  Garamond Press, 1962), pp. 23-24. 
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Treasurer’s  Report for 

May, 2016 
 

BY  C. L. MILTON 
TREASURER 

 

By the time you read this, our annual meeting will 
have been held and a new budget for FY 2016-2017 will 
have been adopted. 

 
The books on FY 2015-2016 should be closed some-

time in July, but probably not soon enough to get the re-
sults into the August Beacon.   

A complete report and a sum-
mary will be made available to the 
entire congregation in some form as 
soon as possible.  The final deficit 
will probably be in the $50,000 vi-
cinity when emergency maintenance 
and repair expenses related to the 
building and grounds are included.   
The budget for next year will, no 
doubt, include an estimate of what 
such expenses may amount to.  

CLARE MILTON 

  First Unitarian Church of Baltimore 

  Income and Expense Statement (UNAUDITED) 

  Summary -May 2016 

       

  Year Year to YTD Budget Annual Prior Year 

  to  Date Date Budget Difference Budget to Date 

INCOME       

CONTRIBUTION INCOME      

UNRESTRICTED       

Contributions-Identified $184,559.17  $174,625.00  $9,934.17  $190,500.00  $190,112.85  

Contributions-Prior Yr Pl 325.00  0.00  325.00  0.00  2,434.00  

Contributions-Loose Plate 5,008.82  4,125.00  883.82  4,500.00  4,796.86  

Contributions-Misc 40.00  137.50  (97.50) 150.00  0.00  

Subtotal Contribution Income 189,932.99  178,887.50  11,045.49  195,150.00  197,343.71  

       

FUNDRAISING       

FUNDRAISING INCOME      

Fundraising Revenues 756.97  4,583.37  (3,826.40) 5,000.00  3,616.70  

Bookstore Income 2,894.90  1,833.37  1,061.53  2,000.00  1,941.24  

Flower Income  891.00  0.00  891.00  0.00  605.00  
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Coffee Hour Revenues 295.37  275.00  20.37  300.00  349.10  

Recycling Income 368.60  595.87  (227.27) 650.00  420.96  

Amazon Revenue 667.93  641.63  26.30  700.00  810.44  

Miscellaneous Income 0.00  0.00  0.00  0.00  880.00  

Subtotal Fundraising Income 6,322.97  8,593.86  (2,270.89) 9,375.00  9,780.47  

       

FACILITY USE INCOME      

Rental Income  2,066.00  2,750.00  (684.00) 3,000.00  3,858.25  

Wedding Income 1,200.00  916.63  283.37  1,000.00  1,200.00  

Subtotal Facility Use Income 3,266.00  3,666.63  (400.63) 4,000.00  5,058.25  

       

FUNDRAISING EXPENSE      

Fundraising Event Expense (6.00) (1,604.13) 1,598.13  (1,750.00) (1,663.05) 

Bookstore Expense (1,159.60) (55.00) (1,104.60) (60.00) (275.80) 

Flower Expense (100.00) (229.13) 129.13  (250.00) (410.96) 

Kitchen Expense 0.00  (275.00) 275.00  (300.00) 0.00  

Coffee Hour Expense (360.27) (1,008.37) 648.10  (1,100.00) (782.50) 

Subtotal Fundraising Expense (1,625.87) (3,171.63) 1,545.76  (3,460.00) (3,132.31) 

Subtotal Fundraising 7,963.10  9,088.86  (1,125.76) 9,915.00  11,706.41  

       

OTHER INCOME       

FUND CONTRIBUTION TO OPERATING 
     

Endowment Income 43,102.51  43,102.62  (0.11) 47,021.00  41,286.63  

Investment Acct Income 7,727.50  7,727.50  0.00  8,430.00  7,525.87  

Investment Acct Other 1,378.00  0.00  1,378.00  0.00  0.00  

Kinn Education  0.00  0.00  0.00  0.00  25,625.00  

Kinn Homelessness 1,833.37  1,833.37  0.00  2,000.00  1,833.37  

7 Principles  0.00  0.00  0.00  0.00  1,375.00  

Subtotal Fund Contribution To Oper 54,041.38  52,663.49  1,377.89  57,451.00  77,645.87  

       

GRANTS & MISC INCOME      

UUA Stipend Grant 3,000.00  0.00  3,000.00  0.00  0.00  

Miscellaneous Income 1,516.00  0.00  1,516.00  0.00  0.00  

Subtotal Grants & Misc Income 4,516.00  0.00  4,516.00  0.00  0.00  

Subtotal Other Income 58,557.38  52,663.49  5,893.89  57,451.00  77,645.87  

       

TOTAL INCOME   256,453.47  240,639.85  15,813.62  262,516.00  286,695.99  

TOTAL EXPENSES 295,128.84  287,421.98  7,706.86  312,142.19  287,965.75  

EXCESS INCOME\EXPENSES ($38,675.37) ($46,782.13) $8,106.76  ($49,626.19) ($1,269.76) 

       

Cultural Series Income 213.20  550.00  (336.80) 600.00  1,157.03  

Kitchen Revenues 235.00  114.62  120.38  125.00  0.00  

(Continued on page 12) 

EXPENSES       

PASTORAL STAFF      

SENIOR PASTOR 97,246.35  97,878.88  (632.53) 106,777.00  89,103.86  

Subtotal Pastoral Staff 97,246.35  97,878.88  (632.53) 106,777.00  89,103.86  

  Year Year to YTD Budget Annual Prior Year 

  to  Date Date Budget Difference Budget to Date 

INCOME (cont.)       

ADMINISTRATION      

OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR 34,214.77  31,193.03  3,021.74  34,028.84  32,822.14  

OFFICE EXPENSES 7,791.36  8,052.00  (260.64) 8,784.00  8,972.96  
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  Year Year to YTD Budget Annual Prior Year 

  to  Date Date Budget Difference Budget to Date 
EXPENSES (Cont.)       

Income and Expense Statement 
(Continued from page 11) 

COMPUTER EXPENSES 1,440.63  2,005.74  (565.11) 2,188.00  2,037.29  

LEASED EQUIPMENT 2,464.17  2,291.74  172.43  2,500.00  5,825.67  

Subtotal Administration 45,910.93  43,542.51  2,368.42  47,500.84  49,658.06  

       

DENOMINATIONAL 16,192.00  14,923.37  1,268.63  16,280.00  16,279.00  

       

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION      

RELIGOUS ED DIRECTOR 21,119.86  28,981.70  (7,861.84) 31,616.52  36,120.38  

RELIGOUS ED EXPENSES 794.47  2,887.50  (2,093.03) 3,150.00  1,551.60  

Subtotal Religious Education 21,914.33  31,869.20  (9,954.87) 34,766.52  37,671.98  

       

MUSIC       

MUSIC DIRECTOR 35,340.76  33,068.75  2,272.01  36,074.83  34,934.49  

MUSIC EXPENSES 1,877.40  3,379.13  (1,501.73) 3,550.00  2,418.75  

Subtotal Music 37,218.16  36,447.88  770.28  39,624.83  37,353.24  

       

WORSHIP  804.69  2,091.76  (1,287.07) 2,282.00  641.69  

BOARD & COMMITTEES 6,351.12  4,331.25  2,019.87  4,725.00  1,777.42  

OUTREACH  2,772.86  2,890.25  (117.39) 3,153.00  1,291.96  

FACILITIES   49,617.72  33,488.51  16,129.21  36,533.00  32,466.48  

UTILITIES  17,100.68  19,958.37  (2,857.69) 20,500.00  21,722.06  

TOTAL EXPENSES 295,128.84  287,421.98  7,706.86  312,142.19  287,965.75  

Did you know that 1st 

Unitarian brought in 

close to $600 last year 

thanks so the O’s ticket 

voucher program for non

-profit organizations? 

 

You buy a voucher for $15, trade it for a 

ticket at the O’s box office and we get to 

keep $5! 

 

Vouchers will be on sale at Coffee Hour in 

Pratt Hall every Sunday until the season is 

over. For more information con-

tact nancywest1@verizon.net or see me at 

Coffee Hour.  

ORIOLES TICKET 

VOUCHERS AVAILABLE! 

Join UU Pagans from across the country this August 26-28 in Salem, 

MA for the first CUUPS Convocation in a decade! Titled "Awakening 

Our Tribe," there will be ritual and music and special guest speakers 

Shirley Ranck, John Beckett, Byron Ballard, CUUPS President Amy 

Beltaine, and Gypsy Ravish. Organizers are working hard with local 

businesses to provide special deals for convocation-goers For more infor-

mation and to catch the early bird special, register at http://

couup.roundtablelive.org/event-285450.  

August 26 - 28 2016 

Covenant of Unitarian Universalist 
Pagans 

Shop Amazon and help the church 

 
When you use this button to make a purchase 

from Amazon, a small percentage of your pur-

chase price will go directly to First Unitarian 

Church of Baltimore. 

mailto:nancywest1@verizon.net
http://firstunitarian.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0a8db7c551419af947429fe5f&id=c1bc8dbf6d&e=f9f3d234f1
http://firstunitarian.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0a8db7c551419af947429fe5f&id=c1bc8dbf6d&e=f9f3d234f1
http://www.amazon.com/?tag=firsunitchuro-20
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To see the church calendar, click here:  First Unitarian Church Calendar 

Office Phone:  410-685-2330 

Fax:  410-685-4133 

Email:  office@firstunitarian.net 

Web:  www.firstunitarian.net 
 

Church Office Hours:   

     9:30 AM - 3 PM Tues.  -  Fri. 
 

Minister’s Office Hours: 

JULY:  Minister on vacation 

AUGUST: 

  1 PM - 4PM Mon. 

  4 PM - 7 PM Wed. 

  10 AM - 1 PM Sat.   

  Other times by appointment (Please call 410-350-9339) 

 (Please call before coming.) 
 

Ministerial Intern Schedule:   

    JULY:  on call (609-672-7537),  ministerialintern@firstunitarian.net 

    AUGUST:  on vacation 
 

Interim Religious Education Director’s Office Hours:   

    Tues. & Wed. 2 PM-6 PM usually  (Please call 703-400-3429 

    before coming or email at uurebaltimore@gmail.com) 

First Unitarian Church of Baltimore 
(Universalist and Unitarian) 
 

Minister  

Rev. David Carl Olson 
 

Ministers Emeriti 

Rev. Phyllis Hubbell, Rev. John Manwell 
  

Affiliate Ministers 

Dr. Michael S. Franch,  Rev. Harry Woosley, 

Jr., Rev. Susan Margarete Stine Donham 
 

Endorsed Community Minister 

Rev. Dale Lantz 
 

Ministerial Intern 

Diana Davies 
 

Board of Trustees 

D. Doreion Colter,  President 

Evelyn Bradley, Vice President 

Laura Laing, Secretary 

Clare Milton, Treasurer 

Paul Allen 

Mike Cross-Barnet 

Catherine Evans 

Laura Laing 

Pat Montley 

Karla Peterson 

Andrea de Urquiza 

Nancy West 
 

Church Staff 

James Houston, Music Director 

Peter Fontneau, Interim Director of Religious 

Education 

Aubrey Reigh, Office Administrator 

The Beacon 
Editing:  Gwyn Degner  

Layout:  Janet Campbell, Diana Karr, Laura Smith 

Proofreaders:  Betty Townsend and Clare Milton 

Publication Schedule 

Deadlines:  1st or 2nd Thursday of each month (see church 

calendar) 

July Editors:  Gwyn Degner, Diana Karr 

August Issue Deadline:   Thursday,  July 7, 2016 

   August Editors:  Gwyn Degner, Laura Smith 
 

To Submit Articles or Other Beacon Items: 
 

 Please e-mail all submissions to  

   beacon@firstunitarian.net. 

 Please use as little formatting as possible in articles, and in-

clude the author’s name.  We welcome photos to accompany 

articles. 
 

The editors reserve all editing rights. 

To sign up for the Beacon or Happen-
ings or to unsubscribe to them, go to this 
web address: http://eepurl.com/eqadk.   

To see the Beacon in color, visit First Uni-
tarian Church of Baltimore, The Beacon. 

http://www.firstunitarian.net/index.php/our-happenings/upcoming-events/calendar
mailto:office@firstunitarian.net
http://www.firstunitarian.net
mailto:ministerialintern@firstunitarian.net
mailto:uurebaltimore@gmail.com
mailto:beacon@firstunitarian.net.
http://eepurl.com/eqadk
http://www.firstunitarian.net/index.php/our-happenings/communications/the-beacon-monthly-newsletter
http://www.firstunitarian.net/index.php/our-happenings/communications/the-beacon-monthly-newsletter

