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The Beacon 

Membership Corner 
Welcome Janita Everhart! 
 
Janita is a recent Baltimore implant 

from Buffalo, New York. She is a bud-
ding entrepreneur in herbal skin care and 
oral remedies. She began making natural 
products out of her kitchen (a family tra-
dition) to offset her daughter’s symptoms 
from autism, ADD, and eczema. She now 
sells her products at outdoor markets and 
health and wellness vending events. Jani-
ta and her daughter Willow moved to 
Baltimore in the spring of 2015 to have 
Willow treated by the Kennedy Krieger Institute and find a 
school where Willow’s needs could be met. After attend-
ing a week long Restorative Justice training, hosted by the 
Unitarian Universalist (UU) church of Buffalo, Janita felt 
at home with the welcoming kindness and social activism 
that she experienced. Wanting to learn more about the UU 
church after relocating, Janita sought out the First Unitari-
an Universalist church of Baltimore. Here, Janita found 
the same spirit of openness and service and decided to 
make First UU of Baltimore the spiritual home for her and 
her daughter. Janita has volunteered in the church’s office, 
helping out with the Beacon and Order of Service. She and 
her daughter also assist in teaching yoga and meditation at 
Dayspring on Saturday mornings. Janita has earned a B.A. 
in communications from the Canisius College of Buffalo, 
which included a semester abroad studying journalism in 
London, England. She will be graduating on May 14, 
2016, from the State University of New York with a mas-
ter of science in adult education and instructional design.  
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Janita Everhart 

June 2016 Services 
 

Services at 11:00 A.M. in our historic sanctuary 
 

June 5—Festival of Flowers  
“To Reteach a Thing Its Loveliness”  

Rev. David Carl Olson, Pete Fontneau, and James 

Houston 
A celebration of the season of flowering: In a 

tradition established by Unitarian leaders Maya and 
Norbert Capek of Prague, each person is asked to 
bring a flower to share in an arrangement that will be 
made by children, youth, and adults in our Religious 
Education program. We bless the flowers, and then 
welcome over a dozen new members of our congre-
gation. 

 

June 12—“Traditional” LGBTQ Pride 

Service commemorating the Stonewall 

Riots of June 1969 
Rev. David Carl Olson 

“LGBTQ Pride: How Radical Our Welcome?” 

With special musical guests: The Baltimore Men’s 

Chorus  
A welcoming congregation like ours hopes to 

become a diverse people by recognizing the gifts and 
interests of many people. Simply including more 
people, changes who we are. But including people 
requires either that new people assimilate into our 
congregational culture, or we begin to practice a cul-
ture that has the means to be transformed by the inte-
gration of new interests, varied gifts, and people 
whose cultures are in some ways unlike our own. 
This celebratory service celebrates the gay, lesbian, 
bisexual, and questioning people among us, and the 
cis-gender, transgender, and gender nonconforming, 
queer people who are finding a home at First U. We 
especially celebrate the gift of song shared by the 
Baltimore Men’s Chorus. (Note: while Baltimore 
Pride will be marked in July this year, we have cho-
sen to celebrate during June as well.) 

 

June 19 
Rev. David Carl Olson 

We conclude our year of Sunday morning ser-
vices in our historic sanctuary with a reflection on 

(Continued on page 2) 
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All Are Welcome to Join 

Book Group 
BY MIKE FRANCH 
 

The Book Group meets Thursday, 
June 23, 7:30 P.M.–9:30 P.M., in Mt 
Washington to discuss Your Heart Is a 
Muscle the Size of a Fist by Sunil Ypa. 
The setting for this novel is the 1999 
World Trade Organization  protest in 
Seattle. An ambitious novel, although 
not without flaws, asks important ques-
tions.  As the New York Times reviewer 
put it, “At the center  of the novel is the same question 
posed by the protests themselves: What  kind of world do 
we want, and what must we do to get it?” This book should 
make for a great discussion when the Book Group meets. 
The Book Group meets in a home in Mt. Washing-
ton. Contact Mike Franch at books@firstunitarian.net for 
information.  

 You don’t need to be a regular Book 
Group member to attend and participate in 
the lively and friendly discussions. New 
people are very much welcomed. The New 
York Times review is at  http://tinyurl.com/
hym7vmp and the National Public Radio 
review can be found at   http://tinyurl.com/
j7pjdwa. The author’s biography is at 
http://tinyurl.com/havk6gp. 

Mike Franch 

First U Gravesite Tour  
BY CATHERINE EVANS 
 

A walking tour of the 19th century Unitarians bur-
ied at Green Mount Cemetery took place on May 7,  
2016. This was the sixth tour of 
Green Mount led by Church Histo-
rian Catherine Evans since the first 
in October, 2013. Since the begin-
ning, the tour has included the 
gravesites of ministers Rev. George 
Washington Burnap (1828–1859) 
and Rev. Charles Richmond Weld 
(1873–1898), founders Susannah 
and  Amos Adams Williams and 
William Mayhew, and prominent 
members Enoch Pratt and the 
Eaton family—George Na-
thaniel, Charles James Madi-
son, Hooper C., and Frances. 
Gradually, others have been  
located and added. Newly discovered since the tour in 
May of 2015 and added to this year’s tour were Wil-
liam Child, Nathaniel Williams, Nathaniel F. Williams, 
Nathaniel Morison, and Thomas Whitridge. 

The gravesites of other notable Baltimoreans are 
also visited, including Johns Hopkins, A.S. Abell,  
Robert and Mary Elizabeth Garrett, William and Henry 
Walters, Ross Winans, Theodore McKeldin, and  
Betsy Patterson Bonaparte. Not well known but a fun 
highlight is the grave of Elijah Jefferson Bond who 
patented the Ouija board. Because of the continued 
interest, the tour has become an annual event in the 
spring. Catherine’s research continues as to where First 
Unitarians are buried in Baltimore. She has identified 
Westminster Burying  Ground, Baltimore Cemetery, 
and Loudon Park Cemeteries as locations and plans to 
offer opportunities to visit these in the future. If you 
would like to join her in a preliminary visit to a ceme-
tery to ascertain where the gravesites are located, con-
tact her at catherine@firstunitarian.net    

 

Our Daily Bread 
BY HELEN SZYMKOWIAK  
 

Yes, July is the heart of summer 
when many of us take vacations. But 
hunger never takes a vacation, so 
consider volunteering to prepare food 
for the guests of Our Daily Bread on 
July 30. Come at 8:30 A.M. if you’d 
like to get things started, a little later to cook. There 
will be coffee and a snack to sustain us. Please let me 
know if you’ll be able to help.  

Thomas Whitridge, one 
of the newly-identified 

Unitarian gravesites 

the past year and some thoughts about the summer ahead. 
We are grateful for the leadership of many trustees and of-
ficers and the chairs of church committees and ministries. 
We thank our volunteers and staff, and give a grateful bless-
ing on all in our church relationships.  

 

Service at 10:00 A.M. in Enoch Pratt Parish Hall 
 

June 26—Poetry Sunday 
“Feet of Clay” 

Helen Szymkowiak and Laurel Mendes 
In our annual lyrical service, we consider humanity and 

human relations—and even a little bit of politics in an elec-
tion year. What kind of a city and nation do we want to help 
create?  

  
 

(Continued from page 1) 

Helen Szymkowiak  

mailto:books@firstunitarian.net
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/01/17/books/review/your-heart-is-a-muscle-the-size-of-a-fist-by-sunil-yapa.html?_r=0.
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/01/17/books/review/your-heart-is-a-muscle-the-size-of-a-fist-by-sunil-yapa.html?_r=0.
http://www.npr.org/2016/01/12/462263265/your-heart-is-a-muscle-is-a-florid-ambitious-tale-of-protest,
http://www.npr.org/2016/01/12/462263265/your-heart-is-a-muscle-is-a-florid-ambitious-tale-of-protest,
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Coffee Cabinet 
BY  REV. DAVID CARL OLSON 
MINISTER 

 

Dear congregation, dear community, 

 
There is so much happening in Bal-

timore! A primary election for city of-
fices, events marking the anniversary of 
last spring’s Uprising and all the work 
of bringing the community together, 
and now the announcement of a huge 
development in Port Covington. So 
much happening!  

How does a congregation like First Unitarian Church 
address these events, their energy and promise, and their 
challenges? Sometimes, as a church we are able to be clear 
about what we think needs to be done. We were clear 
about what our faith taught us about marriage equality, and 
so we were able to act. We hung a banner announcing our 
intentions to support marriage equality. Our co-ministers 
provided leadership in our Association and in other reli-
gious communities in Baltimore and around the state. We 
made a name for ourselves in providing civic leadership 
for the movement for marriage equality.  

At other times, the church participates through broader 
coalitions. We were able directly to invite labor speakers 
into our pulpit to talk about raising the minimum wage, 
but our work to do so was done through the Unitarian uni-
versalist (UU) Legislative Ministry of Maryland. We invit-
ed immigrants to address the DREAM (Development, Re-
lief, and Education for Alien Minors) Act in our sanctuary, 
but in the streets we followed the leadership of CASA de 
Maryland and a broad-based coalition.   

When I think of the opportunity for community invest-
ment in the Port Covington project, I am filled with ques-
tions about a number of challenges. How will adequate 
affordable housing be guaranteed in the project? How can 
we assure that low-income Baltimore residents will find 
job training and employment in this project? How can we 
assure access to the waterfront that will be developed? 

I imagine we need to think about these challenges and 
act in concert with others. 

Congregations in the Baltimore region have invited us 
to begin to address these issues through a newly incorpo-
rated congregation-based community organization, 
BRIDGE Maryland. We were a founder of the congrega-
tion-based community organization B.R.I.D.G.E. Inc. over 
a decade ago. We withdrew from B.R.I.D.G.E. during a 
time when it was having administrative problems and lost 
its tax-exempt status, but the leaders of our partner congre-
gations—including St. Vincent de Paul Roman Catholic 
Parish, Ascension Lutheran and Wayland Baptist 
Church—have always relied on our advice in remedial 
steps forward for B.R.I.D.G.E. and in the public work that 
they have been accomplishing. Now they invite us to be 

part of forming a new organization with new levels of ac-
countability, including a national affiliation with the Ga-
maliel network. 

There is a core of people who want us to explore affili-
ation with the new BRIDGE Maryland. Lauralee Humph-
rey, for example, talks about the transformative experience 
of being equal partners with African-American people of 
faith who seek the transformation of their neighborhoods 
in East and West Baltimore. Andrea DeUrquiza is sure that 
the kind of ethical and moral leadership a liberal religious 
community like ours is called to do can best be done in an 
organization that is class-diverse, multilingual and multi-
cultural. I, myself, can testify to how working in a broad-
based interfaith organization challenges my sometimes 
hidden personal biases—and requires that I face them, and 
change. 

Let’s look at this opportunity with fresh eyes. Let’s go 
to the public action on the afternoon of June 11 with a 
“beginner’s mind.” Let’s participate in the training work-
shops (still to be scheduled) over the summer to learn 
more about the essentials of multifaith, multiracial organ-
izing. And let’s bring the power of our faith to the issues 
facing Baltimore and Maryland, so that we may indeed be 
“a beacon of hope in Baltimore and in the world.”  

Have a blessed summer, friends. 

 
David Carl Olson, Minister 

The Kids Call Me “Rev” 

(Rev.) David Carl Olson 

minister@firstunitarian.net 
 

First Unitarian Church of Baltimore (Universalist & Unitarian) 
 

cell/text: (410) 350-9339 (preferred) 

study:     (410) 685-2330 
 

Minister’s Open Hours in the Study 

Saturdays from 10:00 A.M. to 1:00 P.M. 

(also a time for preparation and rehearsal for Sunday worship) 

Wednesdays from 4:00 to 7:00 P.M.  

(also a time to prepare with worship associates)  

Minister’s Other Hours 

Tuesday is reserved for visitation. Text or call me at (410) 350-9339  

if you would like to be visited.  

Thursday is a writing day at the library and in my home study.  

Minister’s Self-Care 

My Sabbath is from Thursday at 5 P.M. to Saturday at 10 A.M.  

I am always “on call” for pastoral and other concerns. Do not 

hesitate to contact me if there is something you’d like to talk about or 

do. It is always a good idea to contact me in advance if you are 

coming to the church to see me. I am most accessible by text message 

at (410) 350-9339. Thank you! 

David Carl Olson 

mailto:minister@firstunitarian.net
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 This article is the 
second of an occasion-
al series on the history 
of the Universalist 
church in Baltimore, 
the Second Universalist 
Society, with whom 
First Unitarian Church 
of Baltimore merged in 
1935. The present arti-

cle addresses the following topics: the merger of Unitari-
anism and Universalism in Baltimore; the beginning of 
Universalism in the United States and its leaders; the five 
settled ministers in the first 19 years of the First [then the 
Second] Universalist Society in Baltimore; Rev. George 
Truesdell Flanders; Rev. James Martin Peebles; Rev. 
James Riley Johnson; the rise of Spiritualism; the Pratt 
Street Riot and the beginning of the Civil War in Baltimore. 

 
The Unitarian Universalist Association (UUA) was 

formed in 1961, upon the merger of two separate denomi-
nations—the American Unitarian Association, established 
in 1825, and the Universalist Church of America, estab-
lished in 1866. While both were regarded as liberal, they 
had very different histories and traditions. Most Unitarian 
Universalist churches founded before 1961 were either 
Unitarian or Universalist in affiliation. However, our 
church had embraced both traditions in 1935, when the 
First Unitarian Church of Baltimore (the congregation 
founded in 1817, which had built and worshiped in our 
present church building since 1818) merged with the Sec-
ond Universalist Society (located on Guilford Avenue 
and Lanvale Street). At that time, the newly-created or-
ganization was renamed The First Unitarian Church of 
Baltimore (Universalist and Unitarian) to capture the 
merger of the two churches and traditions. In the first arti-
cle in this occasional series, “The Beginnings of Univer-
salism in Baltimore, Part I 1831–1850,”2 we became ac-
quainted with the first 19 years of Universalism in Balti-
more through examining the lives of the first five minis-
ters to be settled at the Universalist church in Baltimore 
from 1831–1850. In this article, we will become acquaint-
ed with the years 1851–1866 by examining the lives and 
times of the next three ministers. 

First, however, a brief review of the early history of 
Universalism in America and the Universalist church in 
Baltimore would be helpful in setting the context. With 
origins in European denominations such as the Quakers, 
Moravians, Methodists, and Lutherans, American Univer-
salism developed first in the mid-Atlantic states. Leading 

proponents of Universalism in this country were Hosea 
Ballou3 and John Murray,4 the latter of whom has been 
called the “father of American Universalism.” Ballou was 
born in New Hampshire, and Murray, who was English, 
came to the American continent in 1770. The first Gen-
eral Society (of Universalists) was held in 1778. Annual 
conventions started in 1785 with the New England Con-
vention. In 1804, this convention changed its name to The 
General Convention of Universalists in the New England 
States and Others. At its peak in the 19th century, the 
Universalist Church is reported to have been the sixth 
largest denomination in the United States. 

Henry Shepherd in his History of Baltimore, Mary-
land, from Its Founding as a Town to the Current Year, 
1729-1898 describes the early years of the Universalist 
church in Baltimore.  

The first Universalist 
minister to visit Baltimore 
was the Rev. Paul Dean5 of 
Boston, who preached sev-
eral sermons here about 
1830. In 1831, the Rev. 
Otis A. Skinner, D.D.6 
took up his residence in the 
city and established the 
First Universalist Church. 
In 1832, a Sunday school 
was organized. Services 
were held in the Branch, or 
Warfield’s Tabernacle, on 
St. Paul Street. Violent op-
position was encountered 
in the promulgation of Uni-
versalist views, insomuch 
that the first attendants upon the public services were 
only men. Interest in the new congregation grew 
gradually. The Rev. Dr. Skinner’s ministrations were 
very acceptable and successful, as he was a man of 
unusual gifts. Such numerous enquiries came to him 
regarding the tenets of the new faith that he estab-
lished a religious newspaper to aid him to spread 
them abroad. This bore the title of ‘The Southern Pio-
neer and Gospel Visitant.’ It was published simulta-
neously in Baltimore and Richmond... Under the 
heavy burdens of his manifold labors his health gave 
way, and he was compelled to seek rest. He resigned 
the charge of the Baltimore congregation and was 
succeeded by the Rev. Linus S. Everett.7 Under his 
successful pastorate a large church edifice was erect-

(Continued on page 6) 

First Unitarian Historical Perspectives #76 
 

Universalism in Baltimore, Part II 
1851-18661 

BY CATHERINE EVANS  

Catherine Evans 

Rev. Paul Dean 
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ed at the corner of Calvert and Pleasant streets in 
1837–1838. He served only two years but did an ac-
ceptable work, greatly advancing the interests of his 
flock. In 1839 the Rev. I. D. Williamson8 became 
the pastor, and through his marked intellectual gifts 
attracted wide attention. It was in his day, for certain 
financial reasons, that the First Universalist Society 
disbanded, and the Second Universalist Society was 
formed. The latter was composed very largely of the 
same members as the former. The Rev. James 
Shrigley9 succeeded to the pastorate in 1841 and re-
mained in charge until 1849. Though of gracious per-
sonality and consecrated life, his work was greatly 
hampered by a constantly increasing indebtedness 
which at last amounted to $15,000.10 

 
Shepherd continues, writing that the efforts to re-

move the debt of the Second Universalist society “were 
nobly seconded by the new pastor, the Rev. J. M. 
Cook,11 who became pastor in 1849. A mortgage of 
$7,000 was cancelled by generous subscriptions. Mr. 
Cook next attacked the “Floating Debt” and made con-
siderable advance, when he was suddenly stricken down 
and died after a short illness. He had been in charge but a 
year and yet had done a great work, both in the pulpit and 
elsewhere.”12 

The level of turnover in ministers of the first 20 years 
continued in the next 15 years of the Universalist church 
from 1851–1866. As Shepherd writes, “The next pastor 
was the Rev. G. T. Flanders, D.D., who served from 
1851 to 1855. His incumbency was not specially notable, 
though he was a man of good abilities. From 1857 to 
1859 the Rev. J. M. Peebles…was in charge. He was 
succeeded in 1859 by the Rev. J. R. Johnson, under 
whom many changes and many advances were made.”13 

George Truesdell Flanders (1820–1897) was born 
in Vershire, Vermont, and died at Tryon, North Carolina. 
He was educated in public schools. As was the Univer-
salist practice, he studied for the ministry directly under a 
minister, Rev. John Gregory, and began to preach at 18. 
His ordination took place at Zanesville, Ohio, in 1843. 
While there, he conducted religious meetings in Beverly 
(a village, which is part of the Parkersburg-Marietta-
Vienna metropolitan area in West Virginia/Ohio), leading 
to a Universalist church being founded there. Rev. Flan-
ders seems to have had a ministry that was typical of 
many Universalist ministers—he moved fairly frequently 
from church to church. After Beverly/Marietta, Ohio, he 
was in St. Louis, Missouri, and Dayton, Ohio. From 1851
–1855, he was minister at the Second Universalist Socie-
ty in Baltimore. His next pastorate was at First Universal-
ist Church of Cincinnati in Cincinnati, Ohio. From 1861–
1864, he was the highly regarded minister of the promi-
nent Second Universalist Society on Orchard Street in 
New York City (now called the Sawyer Memorial Uni-
versalist Church and located in Harlem), where his vigor 

and knowledge were greatly appreciated. Then, Flanders 
moved to the First Universalist Society in Nashua, New 
Hampshire. From 1869–1872, he was at Second Univer-
salist Church or Church of the Redeemer in Chicago. In 
1880, he was in Lowell, Massachusetts; from 1882–1891, 
he served in New Bedford, Massachusetts; in 1893, he 
was in Rockport, Massachusetts, later moving to Pigeon 
Cove, Massachusetts. Also in the 1880s, Rev. Dr. Flan-
ders was on the faculty of the Tufts University Divinity 
School.  

Rev. Flanders is frequently referenced in church his-
tories, Universalist publications, books, and newspapers. 
In addition to being a parish minister and professor of 
theology, he also published works on theology, Oriental-
ism, and spiritualism. These included “The Rise and De-
cline of Idolatry” and “Mohammed and Mohammedan-
ism” in The Unitarian,14 “Unity and Faith, ” “Spirit 
World,” and “The Supernaturalism of the Old Testa-
ment” in The Universalist Quarterly and General Re-
view.15 His obituary in the “Necrology” section of the 
Universalist Register, contains the following appraisal: 

Dr. Flanders was a man of remarkable and varied 
powers. A scholar on many lines of thought, he 
aimed at thoroughness and solidity in all that he un-
dertook. Coming into the ministry when Universal-
ism was everywhere misrepresented and spoken 
against, he was a valiant champion in its defence and 
had an active part in our controversial period. Logi-
cal in his presentation of thought and eloquent in its 
enforcement, he brought many souls into the light 
and enjoyment of the truth. He was uncommonly 
well-versed in Oriental literature and brought all his 
learning in this and kindred fields to bear with 
mighty force in making manifest the superior power, 
worth and excellence of the Christian Religion, in the 
defences of which few men of our day have been 
more firmly grounded than he. He was one of the 
most frequent and valuable contributors of the results 
of searching investigation and study, to the pages of 
the Universalist Quarterly, during the last 27 years of 
its existence. He also wrote not a little of a high poet-
ic order and several of his hymns have long had place 
in our collections. The last notable production of his 
pen was Life’s Problems, Here and Hereafter. An 
Autobiography.16 

 

The fact that Rev. Flanders was engaged intellectual-
ly with Spiritualism was not unusual. With the appear-
ance of the phenomena surrounding the Fox sisters’ table
-rapping séances in upstate New York in the late 1840s, 
there was widespread interest in the possibility of com-
munication with the dead. A form of Christianity rapidly 
evolved that embraced mediumship and contact with 
spirits. Indeed, many Universalists, including ministers, 
became involved with the movement. John B. Buescher’s 
excellent The Other Side of Salvation: Spiritualism and 

(Continued from page 5) 

(Continued on page 7) 
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the Nineteenth Century Religious Experience is a compre-
hensive examination of the topic. In the years following 
the sensation created by the Fox sisters, public demon-
strations of mediumship, including séances and automatic 
writing, became popular. In May of 1864, while still in 
New York, Rev. G. T. Flanders was asked to be involved 
in one of these highly visible occasions. Buescher de-
scribes the occasion as follows: 

Unlike Unitarian clergy, many Universalist cler-
gy opposed the spiritualist interest of their colleagues 
not as a low form of superstition but as a secular ra-
tionalism, because spiritualists revised the status of 
the  Bible and other received truths, based on their 
practical investigations. For example, Universalist 
minister George Truesdell Flanders, while serving as 
pastor in Brooklyn [sic], New York, was one of a few 
distinguished members of the audience at the Daven-
port brothers’17 popular exhibitions at the Cooper 
Institute in New York City who were chosen to serve 
as an oversight committee of skeptics for the perfor-
mances. Even into the 1880s, Flanders was a propo-
nent of hewing to the Bible.…18 

 

 The minister who fol-
lowed Flanders in Baltimore, 
Rev. J. M. Peebles, was to 
have quite a different relation-
ship with Spiritualism. James 
Martin Peebles was born in 
1822 in Whitingham, Ver-
mont, though the family 
moved west into upstate New 
York, where they converted to 
Universalism. He studied at 
Oxford Academy and was 
ordained a Universalist min-
ister in 1846. He preached in 
the Finger Lakes Region, 
considered part of the 

“Burned Over District”19 of upstate New York where the 
Fox sisters lived and where Spiritualism originated. His 
first settled position was in Kellogsville, also having 
charge of societies in Genoa and Mottville. From 1853 to 
1855 he was in Elmira, New York. Buescher suggests 
that while in Elmira, Peebles had a religious crisis, at-
tending séances that affected him greatly.20 He resigned 
his position and accepted a new one in Baltimore. 

Peebles’ biography, Spiritual Pilgrim: A Biography 
of James M. Peebles, by Joseph Osgood Barrett, gives an 
account of his move to Baltimore,  

In January, 1856, Mr. Peebles accepted a call to 
the pastorate of the Universalist Society of Baltimore, 
MD. The query rose in the minds of some of his pro-
fessed friends, whether he would there freely advo-
cate Northern principles. One “jealous-pated fellow” 
reported he had the “gag on;” another, that he had 

“lost his Northern heart.” Writing a friend about this, 
he said, “I have not lost my Northern heart, nor 
Northern principles. You know I can neither love nor 
apologize for human slavery. What I believe, I must 
speak out. There are open opponents of slavery here, 
as in New York. It was the understanding from the 
first, that I should be a pastor free and dependent.” 
About this time, Mr. Peebles was already a defender 
of a certain phase of Spiritualism. Wedded to his de-
nomination, he was very prudent in his language, 
careful to preserve the precious adjective that renders 
all things respectable—Christian, a “Christian Spirit-
ualist.”21 

 

His time in Baltimore was difficult for Peebles, partly 
because of the lack of collegiality among the local minis-
ters of other Christian denominations and partly because 
of the suspicions of Peebles’ spiritualist leanings among 
the more conservative Universalist ministers. Barrett re-
counts his lament regarding the treatment of fellow minis-
ters as follows: 

“We have some old fogy Universalists among us, 
who treat Spiritualists just as the Orthodox have treat-
ed us! The truth will finally triumph, call it by what 
name we may.” Successful, he was regarded by other 
churches as “a most dangerous man.” He issued sev-
eral doctrinal tracts, which were circulated over the 
country, and received with general favor by liberal 
minds.… “Would to God that the narrow, proscrip-
tive, sectarian spirit, so pointedly condemned in the 
Pharisees by Christ, had perished with them, instead 
of living, as it evidently does, the blight and curse of 
Christendom. Why not exchange pulpit services with 
Universalists and Unitarians? Can you not preach as 
much truth to their congregations as they can error to 
yours? Or are you so popish as to doubt the propriety 
of private judgment,” forbidding your people hearing 
all denominations, that they may form a correct judg-
ment upon the doctrines of  Christianity? If you have 
the light, why not let it ‘shine’ from Universalist pul-
pits?.... Mr. Peebles was yet young, volatile, san-
guine, companionable, playful as a dancing lamb on 
the sunny hillside. “He is a mischief,” said the staid 
old women; “very unministerial,” said the denomina-
tional “iron clads;” “too radical,” said the political 
conservatives. But everybody sought his genial soul. 
“Envy loves a shining mark.” Free, jovial, heretical, 
affiliating with Spiritualists, of course, unwarranted 
suspicions sprung up. “Stories,” like snowballs roll-
ing down hill, gain in volume and momentum. The 
poor man was unprepared for this first trial: disheart-
ened, he sank into an alarming sickness. Under the 
circumstances, he resigned his pastoral charge. 22 

 

Peebles left the ministry permanently at this time, 
though he continued to preach, lecture, and publish on 
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spiritualist matters and act as a medium throughout his 
life. In the 1860s, he began a series of trips around the 
world. While overwhelmingly about spiritualism, his 
books and articles also reflected his travels and covered 
locations such as Polynesia, Ceylon, New Zealand, Chi-
na, India, Arabia, Egypt, and Syria. His fifth such trip 
was in 1913 at the age of 91. Linda Pendleton in her biog-
raphy of Peebles tells us that “In 1870, President Ulysses 
S. Grant appointed Dr. Peebles to the position of U.S. 
Counsel at Trebizonde, Turkey, where he served for near-
ly two years. He was a member of the Congressional 
American Indian Peace Commission and a delegate to 
several international peace conferences, and an active and 
outspoken participant in the anti-slavery, temperance, and 
women’s suffrage movements.”23 In the mid-1870s, he 
completed medical school at the University of Medicine 
and Surgery in Philadelphia. He practiced in Philadelphia 
for a time and then had sanitaria in New Jersey, Texas 
and California. He was on the faculty at Eclectic Medical 
College, Cincinnati, Ohio, and founded the Peebles’ Insti-
tute of Health in Battle Creek, Michigan, and the Peebles 
College of Science and Philosophy in Los Angeles. In 
1919, Peebles was a representative of the American Arbi-
tration League at the Paris Peace Conference. In 1922, 
James Martin Peebles died in Los Angeles less than a 
month before his 100th birthday. 

Peebles was in Baltimore in the years immediately 
prior to the beginning of the Civil War when the tensions 
in the city caused by the differences between those who 
favored the northern and southern states were great. The 
following overview characterizes the divisions,  

Maryland, as a slave-holding border state, was 
deeply divided over the antebellum arguments over 
states’ rights and the future of slavery in the Union. 
Culturally, geographically, and economically, Mary-
land found herself neither one thing nor another, a 
unique blend of southern agrarianism and northern 
mercantilism. In the lead up to the American Civil 
War, it became clear that the state was bitterly divid-
ed in its sympathies. There was much less appetite for 
secession than elsewhere in the southern states, but 
Maryland was equally unsympathetic towards the 
potentially abolitionist position of the Republican 
candidate Abraham Lincoln. In the presidential elec-
tion of 1860, Lincoln won just 2,294 votes out of a 
total of 92,421, only 2.5% of the votes cast, coming 
in a distant fourth place. In seven counties, Lincoln 
received not a single vote.24 In Baltimore, Lincoln 
received only 1,100 of the 30,000 votes cast in the 
city.25  

 
These tensions were to be a factor in the ministry of 

Peebles’ successor. James Riley Johnson (1818–1909) 
was born Mt. Vernon, Ohio. He was comparatively well-
educated, but was not a college graduate. He converted to 
Universalism in 1841 and was ordained a minister. He 

spent three years in missionary work in Ohio and one in 
western New York. His pastorates were Victor, New 
York (1846–1850); Lynn, Massachusetts (1850–1852); 
Lawrence, Massachusetts (1852–1855); Milford, Massa-
chusetts (1855–1859); Baltimore (1859–1865); Norwich, 
Connecticut (1865–1869); Marietta, Ohio (1869–1874); 
Westfield, Massachusetts (1874–1881); Mt. Vernon, New 
York (1881–1886); and Nyack, New York (1886–1901). 
In 1865, he represented the city of Lawrence in the Mas-
sachusetts legislature. In 1906 Buchtel College (now 
Buchtel College of Arts and Sciences, part of the Univer-
sity of Akron, Ohio), which he had helped to endow 
while settled in Marietta, Ohio, gave him the degree of 
doctor of divinity.  

Since 1838, the Second Universalist Society had wor-
shiped in a large church they had built at the corner of 
Calvert and Pleasant Streets. During Johnson’s years in 
Baltimore, the church was the scene of an important event 
in the months preceding the Pratt Street Riot26 and the 
beginning of the Civil War. On December 4, 1860, the 
Putnam Phalanx of Hartford, Connecticut, under the com-
mand of Major Horace Goodwin arrived by train from 
Philadelphia. A battalion of city guards under Major Jo-
seph P. Warner greeted them on Broadway as they ap-
proached their destination, the Universalist Church. After 
the military personnel were seated, the public was al-
lowed in. In his published reminiscence of the occasion, 
then-Mayor George William Brown,27 who greeted the 
troops and gave one of the key speeches on the occasion, 
observed, “At this time it still seemed to most men of 
moderate views that the impending troubles might be 
averted through concessions and compromise.”28 Brown, 
it should be noted, was a member of First Independent 
Church (First Unitarian)29 and on its Board of Trustees. 
During his speech, Mayor Brown observed the following: 

Maryland has sometimes been called the Heart 
State, because she lies very close to the great heart of 
the Union; and she might also be called the Heart 
State because her heart beats with true and warm love 
for the Union. (Loud applause.)…. And when the 
questions now before the country come to be fairly 
understood, and the people look into them with their 
own eyes, and take matters into their own hands, I 
believe that we shall see a sight of which politicians, 
North and South, little dream. (Applause.) We shall 
see whether there is a love for the Union or not. But 
there are great national questions agitating the land 
which must now be finally settled. One is, will the 
states of the North keep on their statute-books laws 
which violate a right of the states of the South, guar-
anteed to them by the Constitution of the United 
States? No individuals, no families, no states can live 
in peace together when any right of a part is persis-
tently and deliberately violated by the rest. Another 
question is, what shall be done with the national terri-
tory? Shall it belong exclusively to the North or the 
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South, or shall it be shared by both, as it was gained 
by the blood and treasure of both? Are there not wis-
dom and patriotism enough in the land to settle these 
questions?30  

 

When Rev. Johnson arrived in Baltimore in 1859, the 
First Universalist Society was still in financial debt. As Hen-
ry Shepherd tells us in his History of Baltimore, Maryland,  

The “Floating Debt,”31 which the Rev. Mr. Cook 
had not removed before he died, had been gradually 
increasing, until it now became an unbearable bur-
den. It was deemed best to sell the property on Cal-
vert Street, inasmuch as it was becoming more and 
more unsuitable for religious purposes owing to the 
encroachments of shops and stores. The building was 
accordingly sold and the indebtedness paid. Seven 
thousand dollars remained after all claims had been 
met. For two years following, the congregation wor-
shiped in a hall until a new site could be secured and 
a new edifice erected. A lot was secured on Balti-
more Street, near Central Avenue, upon which a 
ground rent was placed of $360. In April, 1860, the 
corner-stone was laid and the dedication occurred on 
March 24, 1861. The total cost was $16,000. The 

Civil War greatly impeded 
the progress of the congre-
gation and, before it was 
over, a serious secession 
from the church took 
place.32 Rev. Johnson, Rev. 
B. M. Tillotson and Rev. 
Hosea Ballou 2nd (nephew 
of Hosea Ballou) presided 
at the dedication of the new 
church on Baltimore 
Street.33   
The Second Universalist 

Society was fortunate in the 
timing of the completion of its 
new church, for had it been 
delayed, the feasibility of its 
construction would have been 
compromised by the events in Baltimore at the beginning 
of the war. Scarcely a month after the church’s dedica-
tion, the Pratt Street Riot took place on April 19, 1861. 
Union troops from the Massachusetts militia, called up 
after the shots were fired at Fort Sumter in South Caroli-
na, arrived at the President Street Station. They needed to 

(Continued from page 8) 
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travel from the east end of the Inner Harbor along Pratt 
Street to the west end to Camden Station in order to con-
tinue their journey to Washington. Though Mayor Brown 
and the Baltimore police accompanied them for their pro-
tection, they were attacked by southern sympathizers and 
responded by firing on the crowd. The casualties were the 
first of the Civil War. On April 29, 1861, the Maryland 
legislature, meeting in Frederick, voted against secession. 
Nonetheless, on May 13, Union General Benjamin F. 
Butler took possession of Federal Hill with 1,000 soldiers. 
Butler went on to occupy all of Baltimore, declare martial 
law, and withdraw civil authority. The mayor, City Coun-
cil, the police commissioner, and the Police Board were 
all arrested. Mayor Brown remained incarcerated until his 
term of office expired a year and a half later. Maryland 
remained an occupied state under military law until the 
end of the Civil War. 

Rev. Johnson’s obituary indicates that the congrega-
tion at the time of his arrival numbered 1,000 members. It 
goes on to offer an interesting look at the effects of the 
Civil War and to share an incident in the Pratt Street Riot. 

When the civil war broke out, his congregation 
split, many of his members taking the side of the 
Confederacy. Others remained loyal to the Union, as 
he did. He was persecuted for preaching strong Union 
doctrine, and it is said that his church was stoned sev-
eral times while he was preaching. When the Sixth 
Massachusetts Regiment was mobbed on the streets 
of the city, one of the soldiers was killed by a stone 
which struck him in the head. Dr. Johnson recognized 
the dead man as a former member of his church choir 
in Lawrence, Mass., while he preached there. This 
was the first Northern man to die in the war.34  

 
The First Universalist Society (later the Second Uni-

versalist Society) was founded 14 years after the First 
Independent Church of Baltimore and its history offers a 
stark contrast to that of the Unitarian church. First, though 
both churches suffered difficult economic times, only the 
Universalist one disbanded and reformed for financial 
reasons. Second, in its first 40 years (1819–1859) of hav-
ing a settled minister, the Unitarian Church had only two 
called ministers, Jared Sparks (1819–1823) and George 
Washington Burnap (1827–1859), both newly graduated 
from Harvard Divinity School, both ordained in our 
church. In contrast, in its first 35 years, the Universalist 
church had eight called ministers, all of them ordained 
elsewhere and having already served other congregations 
beforehand. For both Sparks and Burnap, Baltimore was 
their only pastorate. Six of the first eight Universalist 
ministers in Baltimore went on to serve a number of other 
congregations each. Half of the Universalist ministers 
stayed in Baltimore two years or less. Moreover, the 
backgrounds and preparations of the two sets of ministers 
were markedly different. Both Unitarians were educated 
at Harvard College and Harvard Divinity School. The 

Universalists were not university educated, being pre-
pared for the profession through personal study and per-
suasion and, often, serving an apprentice period under 
another Universalist minister. Unlike the Unitarians, the 
Universalists were open to the new beliefs of Spiritual-
ism. These specific differences generally mirror those 
found between the two denominations in the 19th century 
and underscore the distinctions between them. There 
were, however, some marked commonalities. All the min-
isters—Unitarian and Universalist alike—had to defend 
the tenets of their faiths. In addition to doing so through 
the pulpit, they published sermons and articles widely. 
They were also actively supportive of the similar posi-
tions on national issues, notably support of the Union and 
abolitionism and engaged in attendant social justice issues. 

 

End Notes 
1An initial article on the merger of First Independent 

Church with the Second Universalist Society appeared as 
article #8 in the Historical Perspectives series in the Oc-
tober, 2010, issue of the Beacon entitled, “What’s in a Name?”  

2Catherine Evans, “The Beginnings of Universalism 
in Baltimore, Part I 1831–1850,” Historical Perspectives 
Series #52, Beacon, June, 2014. 

3Hosea Ballou (1771–1852) was born in Richmond, 
New Hampshire, the son a Baptist minister, Maturin Bal-
lou. He was self-educated. In 1789 he converted to Uni-
versalism, and, in 1794, became a pastor of a congrega-
tion in Dana, Massachusetts. Ballou preached at Barnard, 
Vermont, and surrounding towns in 1801–1807; at Ports-
mouth, New Hampshire, in 1807–1815; at Salem, Massa-
chusetts, in 1815–1817. He was pastor of the Second Uni-
versalist Church in Boston, from December 1817 until his 
death. He founded and edited The Universalist Magazine 
(1819, later called The Trumpet), and The Universalist 
Expositor (1831, later The Universalist Quarterly Re-
view), and wrote about 10,000 sermons, as well as many 
hymns, essays, and polemic theological works. Wikipedia 

4John Murray (1741–1815) was born in Alton, 
Hampshire, in England, the son of an Anglican father and 

a Presbyterian mother. Mur-
ray was excommunicated 
after embracing the Univer-
salistic teachings of Welsh 
minister James Relly. In 
1770, he emigrated to “lose 
himself in America.” He 
preached his first sermon as a 
Universalist minister in Good 
Luck, now Lacey Township, 
New Jersey, on September 
30, 1770, residing there with 
his patron and friend Thomas 
Potter until 1774. Today the 
Potter farm is the site of the 
Murray Grove Retreat and 
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Conference Center. In 1774 he settled at Gloucester, Mas-
sachusetts, and established a congregation there out of a 
Rellyite study group. In 1793, he became pastor of the 
Universalist society of Boston, and served it until October 
19, 1809, when a debilitating stroke compelled him to 
give up preaching. He was a man of great courage and 
eloquence; he also wrote hymns and compiled hymnals. Wik-
ipedia 

5Rev. Paul Dean (1789–1860) was pastor of the First 
Universalist Church on Hanover Street (ca.1813) and the 
Central Universalist Church on Bulfinch Street (1823–
1840), both in Boston, Massachusetts. Dean was a promi-
nent Universalist evangelist and minister, a rival of Hosea 
Ballou, a leader of the Restorationists, and the only Uni-
versalist preacher of his generation to remain a Trinitari-
an. Dictionary of Unitarian Universalist Biography on-line. 

6Otis Ainsworth Skinner (1807–1861) was born in 
Royalton, Vermont. Following his common-school edu-
cation, he taught as a teenager and became an itinerant 
preacher at 19. He moved from parishes in New Hamp-
shire, to Woburn, Massachusetts, and then to Baltimore, 
Maryland where he edited the Southern Pioneer. In 1837, 
he became minister of the Fifth Universalist Society in 
Boston, and from 1846 to 1848 was minister of the Or-
chard Street Church in New York City. In 1848, he 
agreed to raise money to fund Tufts College and returned 
to the Fifth Universalist Church in Boston. He raised 
$100,000 for the chartering of Tufts College in 1852. He 
helped to choose the site for the school’s campus, to se-
lect Tufts’ first President, Hosea Ballou 2nd, and served as 
the first secretary of its Board of Trustees. In 1857 he 
moved to Elgin, Illinois, where he became president of 
Lombard College. Located in Galesburg, Illinois, Lom-
bard College was founded in 1853 by the Universalist 
Church as the Illinois Liberal Institute. Tufts University website  

7Linus Smith Everett (1795–1870) was born in 1795 
in Worthington, Massachusetts. He received fellowship as 
a Universalist minister in 1822. He served congregations 
at the Church of the Messiah in Buffalo, New York, First 
Universalist Society of Auburn, New York, in 
Charlestown and Salem, Massachusetts; in Baltimore, 
Maryland; and in Hartford and Middletown, Connecticut. 
In Buffalo, he co-edited The Gospel Advocate and Impar-
tial Investigator. With fellow Universalist Theophilus 
Fisk, Everett managed a political paper, The Boston Daily 
and Weekly Reformer and The Western Evangelist, and 
helped [Thomas] Whittemore edit The Life of John Mur-
ray. He withdrew from the Buffalo Association of Uni-
versalists in the early 1850s after it adopted a creed. Upon 
resigning from the association, Everett declared himself a 
spiritualist, and his wife announced that she had become a 
medium. At the beginning of 1857, he began publishing a 
short-lived newspaper in Cleveland, Ohio, The Spiritual 
Universe, which was followed by an even shorter-lived 
effort, The Spiritualist.” John B. Buescher, The Other 
Side of Salvation: Spiritualism and the Nineteenth-

Century Religious Experience. 
8The Rev. Isaac Dowd Williamson, D.D. (1807–

1876) was born in Pomfret, Connecticut. From 1830–
1837, he was a minister in Albany, New York, and after-
wards settled successively in Poughkeepsie, Baltimore, 
New York, Mobile, Memphis, Lowell, Louisville, Cincin-
nati, and Philadelphia. During the course of his long min-
istry he preached 4,000 sermons. For 40 years he was 
connected editorially with religious journals, and wrote 
and published nine books, including An Exposition and 
Defence of Universalism: in a Series of Sermons Deliv-
ered in the Universalist Church, Baltimore, Md. (1840), 
An Argument for the Truth of Christianity: in a Series of 
Discourses (1849), The Crown of Life: a Series of Dis-
courses (1850), The Vision of Faith: a Series of Sermons 
on the Decalogue and the Lord's Prayer (1852), The Uni-
versalist Church Companion (1855), Philosophy of Odd 
Fellowship: Its Vital and Sanitary Statistics Arranged, 
Illustrated and Explained (1855), An Examination of the 
Doctrine of Endless Punishment: Its Claims to Divine 
Origin Refuted, in a Series of Lectures (1860), The Phi-
losophy of Universalism, or, Reasons for our Faith 
(1866), Rudiments of Theological and Moral Science 
(1870), and Sermons for The Times and People (1871). 

9James Shrigley (1813–1905) was born in Delph, 
Yorkshire, England and moved with his family in 1821 to 
Putney, Vermont. He was ordained in 1835 at his first 
church settlement, in North Granby, Connecticut. 
Shrigley served churches in Exeter, New Hampshire, 
1838–1839; Baltimore, Maryland, 1841–1848; Reading, 
Pennsylvania, 1850–1854 and 1856–1858; Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, 1854–1856; and Richmond, Virginia, 1858
–1861. While in Richmond, he preached both for aboli-
tion of slavery and for preservation of the Union. When 
the Virginia legislature voted to secede from the Union in 
1861, he and his family quickly departed for the North. 
He served as a United States Army chaplain during the 
Civil War. Later, he was a leader in the Pennsylvania 
Universalist Convention; a supporter of the Murray 
Grove site (at Good Luck, New Jersey), a librarian, and a 
historian. In 1903 Shrigley was honored with a doctorate 
from Tufts College. Nelson C. Simonson in Dictionary of 
Unitarian & Universalist Biography (on-line). 

10Henry Elliot Shepherd: History of Baltimore, Mary-
land, from Its Founding as a Town to the Current Year, 
1729-1898: Including Its Early Settlement and Develop-
ment; a Description of Its Historic and Interesting Locali-
ties; Political, Military, Civil, and Religious Statistics; 
Biographies of Representative Citizens, Etc. (Baltimore: 
S.B. Nelson, 1898), p. 429–430. 

11 Rev. James Monroe Cook was born in Marcellus, 
New York in 1818 and died in Baltimore in 1850. The 
Evangelical Magazine & Gospel Advocate, a Universalist 
periodical, contains a lengthy obituary notice for Rev. 
Cook, the details of which offer insight into the education 
of the minister, his ministry, and circumstances of his 
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early death. It indicates that “he spoke out earnestly 
against the popular evils—war, slavery, intemperance and 
legal vengeance.” Evangelical Magazine & Gospel Advo-
cate (New York, NY, September 6, 1850).  

12Shepherd, p. 430. 
13Shepherd, pp. 430. 
14The Unitarian was a “Monthly Magazine of Liberal 

Christianity,” edited by Jabez Thomas Sunderland, assist-
ed by Brooke Herford and Frederick B. Mott, published 
in Ann Arbor and Boston by Geo. H. Ellis. The first arti-
cle referenced appeared in volume 3 (1888) and the sec-
ond in volume 6 (1891). 

15The Universalist Quarterly and General Review 
was a liberal periodical published from 1844–1891by the 
Universalist Publishing House in Boston. The first article 
appeared in volume 29 and the second in volume 39, both 
edited by Thomas b. Thayer. The third article appeared in 
volume 58, edited by Richard Eddy. 

16“George Truesdell Flanders” in “Necrology” The 
Universalist Register Giving Statistics of the Church and 
Other Denominational Information, etc. for 1898, edited 
by Richard Eddy, D.D. (Boston Universalist Publishing 
House, 1898), p. 102. 

17A fascinating account of the Davenport brothers 
appearance at Cooper Institute and Rev. Flander’s role in 
the event appears in Thomas Low Nichols, A Biography 
of the Brothers Davenport: With Some Account of the 
Physical and Psychical Phenomena which Have Oc-
curred in Their Presence in American and Europe 
(London: Saunders, Otley, and Company, 1864), pp. 303–315. 

18John B. Buescher, The Other Side of Salvation: 
Spiritualism and the Nineteenth Century Religious Expe-
rience (Boston: Skinner House Books, 2004), pp. 146-47. 

19The “burned-over district” refers to the western and 
central regions of New York in the early 19th century, 
where religious revivals and the formation of new reli-
gious movements of the Second Great Awakening took 
place. The term, coined by Charles Grandison Finney, 
refers to the fact that the area had been so heavily evange-
lized as to have no "fuel" (unconverted population) left 
over to "burn" (convert). These movements included the 
Millerites, the Latter Day Saints, Seventh-day Adventists, 
Jehovah's Witnesses, the Shakers, the Oneida Society (a 
Utopian community), and Spiritualism which was trig-
gered by the Fox sisters of Hydesville, New York, who 
conducted the first table-rapping séances in the area. 

20Buescher, p. 111–12. 
21Joseph Osgood Barrett, Spiritual Pilgrim: A Biog-

raphy of James M. Peebles (Boston: William White and 
Company, 1872), pp. 40-41. 

22Barrett, pp. 41–43. 
23Linda Pendleton, “James Martin Peebles,” I AM 

Within, Athena Demetrios, www.intheomzone.com. 
24“Maryland in the American Civil War,” Wikipedia 
25“Baltimore Riot of 1861,” Wikipedia 
26The Pratt Street Riot (also called the Baltimore riot 

of 1861 and the Pratt Street Massacre) was a conflict on 
April 19, 1861, between anti-war Democrats (the largest 
party in Maryland) and Confederate sympathizers, and 
members of the Massachusetts militia en route to Wash-
ington for federal service, having been called up after the 
shots fired at Fort Sumter in South Carolina. It produced 
the first deaths by hostile action in the American Civil 
War. Among the 6th Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry 
and the Baltimore Police Department, there were 4 killed 
and 36 wounded; among the Confederate sympathizers, 
there were 12 killed and many wounded. 

27George William Brown was mayor of Baltimore, 
Maryland from 1860 to 1862, a delegate to the Constitu-
tional Convention in Baltimore in 1867, a University of 
Maryland School of Law professor, and 2nd Chief Judge, 
Supreme Bench of Baltimore City from 1873–1888. He 
was founder and president of the Bar Association of Bal-
timore City and the Library Company of the Baltimore 
Bar. Brown played an important role in controlling the 
Pratt Street Riot, where the first bloodshed of the Civil 
War occurred, on April 19, 1861. On May 13, 1861, 
when the Union army entered Baltimore, occupied the 
city, and declared martial law. Mayor Brown, the city 
council, and the police commissioner, were arrested and 
imprisoned at Fort McHenry. Brown was released Nov. 27, 
1862, upon the expiration of his term as mayor, after having been 
incarcerated for 14 months. Brown was for many years a member 
of the First Independent Church of Baltimore (First Unitarian) 
and a member of its Board. A future Historical Perspectives arti-
cle will profile George William Brown. 

28George William Brown, Baltimore and the Nine-
teenth of April, 1861: A Study of the War, (Baltimore and 
London: The Johns Hopkins University Press, 2001) p. 
160. The book was originally published by N. Murray, 
Publication Agent, Johns Hopkins University, 1887, 
when George William Brown was Chief Judge of the Su-
preme Bench of Baltimore. 

29“The First Independent Church of Baltimore” was 
the original name of our church. The name was changed 
to “First Unitarian Church (Universalist and Unitarian),” 
the one we still use, in 1935 at the time of the merger 
with the Second Universalist Society. First Unitarian 
Church of Baltimore is the oldest “purpose-built” Unitari-
an Church in North America. This means that it is the 
oldest Unitarian church built by Unitarians for the pur-
pose of being a Unitarian church 

30Brown, p. 162. 
31A “floating debt” is continuously refinanced short-

term debt for a company's ongoing operations. Investor 
Words on-line. 

32Shepherd, p. 430. 
33Rebecca Funk, A Heritage to Hold in Fee 1817–

1917: First Unitarian Church of Baltimore (Universalist 
and Unitarian) (Baltimore: Garamond Press, 1962), p. 106. 

34Obituary of James Riley Johnson, The Sun, New 
York NY, Saturday, 20 February 1909. 

(Continued from page 11) 



First Unitarian Church News June 2016    The Beacon   13 

 

 

 
First Unitarian of Baltimore Income and Expense Statement (UNAUDITED) Summary April 2016 

       

  YTD YTD Budget YTD Budget Diff Annual Budget Prior YTD 

CONTRIBUTION INCOME      

UNRESTRICTED       
Contributions-Identified $167,129.54  $158,750.00  $8,379.54  $190,500.00  $172,629.23  

Contributions-Prior Yr Pl 325.00  0.00  325.00  0.00  2,434.00  

Contributions-Loose Plate 4,433.05  3,750.00  683.05  4,500.00  4,352.29  

Contributions-Misc 40.00  125.00  (85.00) 150.00  0.00  

Subtotal Contribution Income 171,927.59  162,625.00  9,302.59  195,150.00  179,415.52  

       

FUNDRAISING INCOME      
Fundraising Revenues 711.97  4,166.70  (3,454.73) 5,000.00  3,376.70  

Bookstore Income 2,418.15  1,666.70  751.45  2,000.00  1,515.24  

Flower Income  705.00  0.00  705.00  0.00  605.00  

Cultural Series Income 0.00  500.00  (500.00) 600.00  1,157.03  

Kitchen Revenues 235.00  104.20  130.80  125.00  0.00  

Coffee Hour Revenues 251.90  250.00  1.90  300.00  319.07  

Recycling Income 316.79  541.70  (224.91) 650.00  420.96  

Amazon Revenue 623.05  583.30  39.75  700.00  731.86  

Subtotal Fundraising Income 5,261.86  7,812.60  (2,550.74) 9,375.00  8,125.86  

       

FACILITY USE INCOME      
Rental Income  2,066.00  2,500.00  (434.00) 3,000.00  3,658.25  

Wedding Income 0.00  833.30  (833.30) 1,000.00  1,200.00  

Subtotal Facility Use Income 2,066.00  3,333.30  (1,267.30) 4,000.00  4,858.25  

       

FUNDRAISING EXPENSE      
Fundraising Event Expense 0.00  (1,458.30) 1,458.30  (1,750.00) (1,663.05) 

Bookstore Expense (1,159.60) (50.00) (1,109.60) (60.00) (85.00) 

Flower Expense (100.00) (208.30) 108.30  (250.00) (410.96) 

Kitchen Expense 0.00  (250.00) 250.00  (300.00) 0.00  

Coffee Hour Expense (352.50) (916.70) 564.20  (1,100.00) (782.50) 

Subtotal Fundraising Expense (1,612.10) (2,883.30) 1,271.20  (3,460.00) (2,941.51) 

Subtotal Fundraising 5,715.76  8,262.60  (2,546.84) 9,915.00  10,042.60  

       

OTHER INCOME       

FUND CONTRIBUTION TO OPERATING     
Endowment Income 39,184.10  39,184.20  (0.10) 47,021.00  37,533.30  

Investment Acct Income 7,025.00  7,025.00  0.00  8,430.00  6,941.70  

Investment Acct Other 1,378.00  0.00  1,378.00  0.00  0.00  

Kinn Education  0.00  0.00  0.00  0.00  20,750.00  

Kinn Homelessness 1,666.70  1,666.70  0.00  2,000.00  1,666.70  

7 Principles  0.00  0.00  0.00  0.00  1,250.00  

Subtotal Fund Contrib To Oper 49,253.80  47,875.90  1,377.90  57,451.00  68,141.70  

       

GRANTS & MISC INCOME      
UUA Stipend Grant 3,000.00  0.00  3,000.00  0.00  0.00  

Miscellaneous Income 1,016.00  0.00  1,016.00  0.00  0.00  

Subtotal Grants & Misc Income 4,016.00  0.00  4,016.00  0.00  0.00  

Subtotal Other Income 53,269.80  47,875.90  5,393.90  57,451.00  68,141.70  

       
TOTAL INCOME   230,913.15  218,763.50  12,149.65  262,516.00  258,479.82  

TOTAL EXPENSES 273,599.84  262,701.80  10,898.04  312,142.19  256,188.72  

EXCESS INCOME\EXPENSES ($42,686.69) ($43,938.30) $1,251.61  ($49,626.19) $2,291.10  
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  Year Year to YTD Budget Annual Prior Year 

  to  Date Date Budget Difference Budget to Date 

EXPENSES       

PASTORAL STAFF      
SENIOR PASTOR $89,209.79  $88,980.80  $228.99  $106,777.00  $79,492.92  

Subtotal Pastoral Staff $89,209.79  $88,980.80  $228.99  $106,777.00  $79,492.92  

       

ADMINISTRATION      
OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR 31,257.44  28,357.30  2,900.14  34,028.84  28,881.43  

OFFICE EXPENSES 7,318.24  7,320.00  (1.76) 8,784.00  8,001.50  

COMPUTER EXPENSES 1,366.64  1,823.40  (456.76) 2,188.00  1,968.30  

LEASED EQUIPMENT 2,342.02  2,083.40  258.62  2,500.00  5,681.44  

Subtotal Administration 42,284.34  39,584.10  2,700.24  47,500.84  44,532.67  

       
DENOMINATIONAL 16,192.00  13,566.70  2,625.30  16,280.00  11,373.00  

       

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION      
RELIGOUS ED DIRECTOR 19,122.09  26,347.00  (7,224.91) 31,616.52  33,139.34  

RELIGOUS ED EXPENSES 456.43  2,625.00  (2,168.57) 3,150.00  1,461.60  

Subtotal Religious Education 19,578.52  28,972.00  (9,393.48) 34,766.52  34,600.94  

       

MUSIC       
MUSIC DIRECTOR 32,370.86  30,062.50  2,308.36  36,074.83  30,685.68  

MUSIC EXPENSES 1,827.72  3,208.30  (1,380.58) 3,550.00  2,418.75  

Subtotal Music 34,198.58  33,270.80  927.78  39,624.83  33,104.43  

       
WORSHIP  679.61  1,901.60  (1,221.99) 2,282.00  855.28  

BOARD & COMMITTEES 4,978.62  3,937.50  1,041.12  4,725.00  1,748.37  

OUTREACH  1,786.37  2,627.50  (841.13) 3,153.00  1,279.21  

FACILITIES   48,079.07  30,444.10  17,634.97  36,533.00  28,638.37  

UTILITIES  16,612.94  19,416.70  (2,803.76) 20,500.00  20,563.53  

TOTAL EXPENSES 273,599.84  262,701.80  10,898.04  312,142.19  256,188.72  

April Income & Expense Summary CONTINUED 

Treasurer’s Report for April, 2016 
BY CLARE MILTON, TREASURER 

 

As the end of our fiscal year draws near, the actual deficit approaches the deficit budgeted.  With 
contributions for April falling behind budget by some $1600, it now appears likely that expenses will 
exceed income by slightly over $50,000. 

If you’d like to support the First Unitarian Church of Baltimore, visit the 

website at www.FirstUnitarian.net and choose the Giving tab for infor-
mation on donations, pledges, and other support opportunities. 

Clare Milton 

http://www.FirstUnitarian.net
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Mission 
 
 

First Unitarian Church of Baltimore 

is the spiritual home 

of a diverse and mutually supportive 

community of people 

who strive to build 

on our deep historical roots 

as a congregation 

to be a beacon of hope, social justice 

 and liberal religious values 

in Baltimore and in the world.  

To sign up for the Beacon or Happenings, go to:  

http://eepurl.com/eqadk.  

 

To see the Beacon in color, visit: 

http://tinyurl.com/kj2qyx4  

The Beacon 
Editing:  Gwyn Degner  

Layout:  Janet Campbell, Diana Karr, Laura Smith 

Proofreaders:  Betty Townsend and Clare Milton 

Publication Schedule 

 Deadlines:  1st or 2nd Thursday of each month 

See church calendar at http://tinyurl.com/ztn94zg 

 June Editors:  Gwyn Degner, Janet Campbell 

 July Issue Deadline: Thursday, June 2 
 July Editors:  Gwyn Degner, Diana Karr 

 

To Submit Articles or Other Beacon Items: 

 E-mail submissions to beacon@firstunitarian.net. 

 Use as little formatting as possible and include 

the author’s name. We welcome accompanying 

photos  

The editors reserve all editing rights. 

Church Office Hours:  10 AM–3 PM Tues.–Fri. 

Minister’s Office Hours:  

 Saturdays from 10:00 A.M. TO 1:00 P.M.  

 Wednesdays from 4:00 TO 7:00 P.M.   

 Other times by appointment.  

  (Please call 410-350-9339 before coming.) 

Phone:  410-685-2330    

Fax:  410-685-4133 

E-mail:  office@firstunitarian.net 

Web:  www.firstunitarian.net 

First Unitarian Church of Baltimore 

(Universalist and Unitarian) 
 

Minister  

Rev. David Carl Olson 
 

Ministers Emeriti 

Rev. Phyllis Hubbell, Rev. John Manwell 
  

Affiliate Ministers 

Dr. Michael S. Franch,  Rev. Harry Woosley, Jr.,  

Rev. Susan Margarete Stine Donham 
 

Endorsed Community Minister 

  Rev. Dale Lantz 
 

Ministerial Intern 

Diana Davies 
 

Board of Trustees 

Doreion Colter,  President 

Catherine Evans, Vice President 

Evelyn Bradley, Secretary 

Clare Milton, Treasurer 

Sharon Carter,  Mike Cross-Barnett, 

Laura Laing,  Pat Montley, Karla Peterson,   

Andrea de Urquiza, Nancy West 

______________ 

Marianne Freedman, Assistant Treasurer 
 

Church Staff 

James Houston, Music Director 

Pete Fontneau, Interim Director of Religious Education 

Aubrey Reigh, Office Administrator 

Shop on Amazon 
 

 All you have to do is click on the logo below if 
you’re reading this electronically or access the link on 
the church website (scroll to the bottom of the page 
and look for the Amazon logo) or enter the URL 
www.amazon.com/?tag=firsunitchuro-20. Any time 
you buy a product or gift card from Amazon, First 
Unitarian gets a percentage of the price of 
your purchase—at no additional cost to you. 
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