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The Beacon 

       New Englanders 
were a powerful 
presence in Balti-
more in the early 
nineteenth century.    
In the  Historical 
Perspectives article 
in the September 
Beacon, we exam-
ined the tremendous 

role played by two natives of Massachusetts—both 
Unitarians and members of the church—who made 
their fortunes in Baltimore and forever left their stamp 
on its commercial and banking histories and its cultural 
and intellectual life—George Peabody and Enoch 
Pratt.1   In the first article in this series, “The City in the 
Middle”2 published in the October Beacon, we learned 
about the impact on Baltimore of the New Englanders 
drawn by economic opportunity in the late eighteenth 
and early nineteenth centuries and the new religion 
they introduced, Unitarianism.  It must be remembered 
that Baltimore was a very young city at this time—
only first incorporated in 1796-7—and its population 
was still comparatively small—26,514 in 1800—so 
that a major influx of residents from another region 

was certain to 
have an impact 
on the local 
culture.  The 
consequence of 
the large num-
ber of immi-
grants to Balti-
more from New 
England during 
the earliest 
years of its in-
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November Services 
Services at 11:00 A.M. in the Sanctuary 
2016-2017 Theme: “Strangers No More” 
 
Sunday, November 6                  Rev. David Carl Olson 
          “Common Wealth and Common Worry”  
Unitarian Universalist congregations promote the use of 
the democratic process in our congregation and in the 
wider world. We promote the right of conscience and we 
imagine that, even in areas where we do not have a singu-
lar opinion, still we can create ways that the majority may 
rule, with protections for those holding minority opin-
ions. In the season of national, state and municipal elec-
tions, we give ourselves an hour which can perceive be-
yond the polarization and tension of this moment, and 
imagine a more perfect democracy which will help us 
move toward greater justice and freedom. 

 
Sunday, November 13                 Rev. David Carl Olson 
                              “Hope Matters” 
The Unitarian Universalist Caucus at the Movement for 
Black Lives Convening began to develop a new set of 
guidelines for our faith, the Seven Principles of Black 
Lives. These principles mirror and magnify the principles 
of our Association, and begin with the First Principle: 
“All Black Lives Matter.” Hope grows in a community 
where all lives are valued, where all participants create a 
sacred space together, where no one gets “thrown under 
the bus.” Our community is growing in its cultural com-
petency, and we yearn to create a safe and encouraging 
space for all who will join us on the journey.  

 
Sunday, November 20       Breads of the World  
                “A Loaf beneath the Bough, a Book  
  of Verse—and Thou” 
Rev. David Carl Olson, Diana K. Davies and Pete Fontneau 

All are invited to bring bread to share in an intergen-
erational service. We share the stories of the Unitarian 
Universalist Service Committee in its work for just devel-
opment around the world. 

 
Sunday, November 27               Rev. David Carl Olson 
Family Friendly Fourth Sunday: “Perpetual Thanks” 

Unitarian Henry David Thoreau encouraged us to live 
simply and in tune with both nature and society. “I am 
grateful for what I am and Have,” he wrote. “My Thanks-
giving is perpetual.” On the weekend of Thanksgiving, 
we share a service for all ages with a candle lighting ritu-
al and a re-telling of the Thanksgiving story. 

First Unitarian Historical Perspectives #81  
 

PARTAKERS OF OUR PLENTY 

THANKSGIVING 
NEW ENGLAND COMES TO 

BALTIMORE, PART II 
 

In Celebration of the Founding of the First Unitarian 
Church of Baltimore 

BY CATHERINE EVANS 

CATHERINE EVANS 
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Ah! on Thanksgiving day, when from East and from West,  
From North and from South comes the pilgrim and guest;  
When the gray-haired New Englander sees round his board  
The old broken links of affection restored,  
When the care-wearied man seeks his mother once more,  
And the worn matron smiles where the girl smiled before,  
What moistens the lip and what brightens the eye?  
What calls back the past, like the rich Pumpkin pie?  
 (from “The Pumpkin,” by John Greenleaf Whittier) 
 
Dear congregation, dear community, 
There’s a walk we take, the Olson family, at the con-

clusion of our Thanksgiving Day dinner. We walk the five 
blocks, or so, to Sabin’s Point where a triangle of land juts 
into the Providence River. Looking north, we see Pomham 
Rock and its lighthouse, and then where the Blackstone 
empties into the Providence is Fox Point, and the East 
Side, and further downtown Providence. 

This is where “my people” come from. Anders George 
Olson and Ingeborg Linnea Anderson made their home in 
Rumford, Rhode Island. Grampa George worked in the 
Glenlyon Print Works pushing carriages of newly printed 
fabric from the dying rooms to the warehouses. Men in the 
neighborhood worked there too; members of the family 
and immigrant boarders, neighbors and members of the 

ethnic clubs. “My people.” 
Looking south from 

Sabin’s Point, we can see 
where the Providence River 
opens up to Narragansett Bay. 
That’s where my people come 
from, too. We worked the 
Bay, raking scallops for sale 
to family-owned restaurants. 
We would clean the scallops 
at Gramma’s, in an open shed 
that was attached to the back 
of the building where the 
washing machine was, right 
next to the clothesline that ran 
out to the grape arbor. We sorted through the scallops and 
would find the occasional treasure: little neck clams or 
oysters. These didn't go to the restaurant, but were eaten 
with beer by the men who had spent the day raking the 
sea. “My people.” 

This Thanksgiving holiday functioned, in time, as a 
way of explaining who we are, we Americans, as a people. 
We tell the story to remind ourselves that we are a diverse 
people, and a hard-working people, an industrious and 

blessed people. A grateful people. 
We have so much to be thankful for. Our fami-
lies, and our fortunes, for what they are. And 
even the future that we are making with one 
another. As a church. As a country. As a people. 
After the sojourn to Sabin’s Point, we go back 
to my brother Paul’s house. Walking back, I 
realize how chilly it was to have been by the 
river. How warm it is as we get back to the 
house, back to the generous table, no longer 
covered with serving dishes and trays, but now 
re-set. It’s time for coffee, after our walk, and 
we’ve even made a little room in our bellies. 
For pumpkin and apple and all kinds of pie.  
So thankful for my Baltimore people, 
With deep love, 
 

 
 
Rev. David Carl Olson, Minister 
The Kids Call Me “Rev” 
 

Coffee Cabinet 
 
BY  REV. DAVID CARL OLSON 
MINISTER 

(Rev.) David Carl Olson 
minister@firstunitarian.net 

First Unitarian Church of Baltimore (Universalist & Unitarian) 
cell/text: (410) 350-9339 (preferred) 

study:     (410) 685-2330 
 

Minister’s Open Hours in the Study 
Saturdays from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  

(also a time for preparation and rehearsal for Sunday worship) 
Mondays from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m.  
Wednesdays from 4:00 to 7:00 p.m.  

(also a time to prepare with Worship Associates)  
Minister’s Other Hours 
Tuesday is reserved for visitation. Please text or call me at (410) 

350-9339  
if you would like to be visited.  

Thursday is a writing day at the library and in my home study.  
Minister’s Self-Care 
My Sabbath is on Thursdays after I finish responsibilities at the 

church, through Saturday morning. I will be with my Rhode Island 
family on the Thanksgiving holiday. 
 

I am always “on call” for pastoral and other concerns. Do not 
hesitate to contact me if there is something you’d like to talk about or 
do. It is always a good idea to contact me in advance if you are 
coming to the church or to my home to see me. I am most accessible 
by text message at (410) 350-9339. Thank you! 

REV. DAVID CARL OLSON 

mailto:minister@firstunitarian.net
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Contributions exceeded budget by 15%, which is 
not unusual, since a number of members send in their 
year’s contributions as a lump sum during this quarter.  
Expenses were under budget by $11,000.  However we 
have not remitted our dues to the district and the UUA, 
owe the Change-for-Change total and have not yet 
charged anything to emergency maintenance. 

This month the balances, income and expenses of 
all of our funds are shown in a “Change in Equity” re-
port.  The beginning balance for the Investment Fund is 
shown after money was transferred to the Operating 
Fund to set it to zero for the new fiscal year.  Quite a 

comedown from last year’s $134 thousand!  The ex-
pense under Unallocated Bequests was money matching 
that contributed by the congregation for improvements 
to the sound system in our Sanctuary (most of which 
came in during the previous fiscal year).   Income from 
our investments with the UUA-General Investment 
Fund has not yet been received, although contributions 
to the Operating Fund are shown.   

No doubt these reports are in more detail than is of 
interest to most of our members, but in the interest of 
transparency, it seemed desirable to make the detail 
available occasionally. 

 
“Transgender Day of Remembrance” 

With music by James Houston, the Baltimore Men’s Chorus  
and New Wave Singers of Baltimore 

 
Annual service led by leaders of the Transgender community, in a space made sacred by the 

participation of many communities of faith.  
 

It is our great privilege to host this regional religious service. 

 For the Winter Solstice Ritual on Wednes-
day evening, December 21, volunteers are needed 
to bake cookies, set up & serve at the reception, 
and (please, please) clean up after the reception.   
 The service will be at 7 p.m.  For more 
information or to volunteer, please contact Pat 
Montley 410-252-6074 or pat_montley@msn.com 

Special Community Interfaith Service  
Transgender Day of Remembrance 

November 20 at 6:30 p.m. 

Call for Volunteers  
for Winter Solstice Celebration 2016 

Treasurer’s Report for the First Quarter  
of FY 2016-2017 

BY CLARE MILTON 

Please see pp. 12-15 for detailed financial reports. 

mailto:pat_montley@msn.com
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Religious Education 

Pete's Patter: 
What's Orange Thinking Anyway? 
BY  PETER FONTNEAU 
INTERIM DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

 In my columns in the August and September Bea-
con I wrote about having partic-
ipated in a training at Star Island 
on "Think Orange" and about 
how I thought 'orange thinking' 
might fit Baltimore's needs to 
change and grow.  

 
 In August I wrote: 

Church is, at its core, driven by 
its mission; our leaders are 
working on clarifying the mis-
sion. 

 
The church community is 

made up of families, all descrip-
tions of families, and the church 
family as a whole.  Families are 
defined by their relationships 
with other family members.  
The congregation has made 
some strides in making relationships and developing good 
communication networks in its recent membership 
growth.  Now communication in the education area will 
get more emphasis.  

    
 Here's an excerpt from my September column: 

Think Orange: Imagine the Impact When Church and 
Family Collide is the output of reThink Group.  It started 
in an evangelical Christian mega church in Georgia about 
15 years ago.  Thinking orange is what happens when you 
mix yellow, which stands for the light of the church, and 
red, the heart and love of families.  Orange principles in-
clude: integrate strategy, refine message, reactivate fami-
ly, elevate community, and leverage influence.  These 
principles seem what we've been talking about in Balti-
more for the past year, but we've had a hard time deciding 
what next steps to take after identifying some areas to 
work on.  In the orange concept there is structure and 
evaluation tools which help you discern how to focus 
your efforts.  

 
   Over a year ago, RE for All was an initial move 

to recognize connection, communication, goal setting, 

and measurement needs and reconnect all members and 
groups of the church family 
through education programs. Your 
Religious Education for All com-
mittee has been reading about 
"Think Orange" and has decided to 
allocate about one quarter of com-
mittee meeting time to orange 
thinking.  The first two things that 
the committee will do are making a 
baseline assessment of our church 
systems with emphasis on educa-
tion programs by using the 
"Orangeometer" and then determin-
ing which of the orange principles 
should get our attention first.  This 
is a simple evaluate and select 
achievable goals approach.  
 
 Now that a new mission 
and vision description has been 

proposed for the congregation, the committee can use that 
input to help focus on strategies which take a holistic ap-
proach, which break down silos, which can address ques-
tions like: "Is it clear where we are going?" or "Are we 
sending mixed messages?"   

 
 The committee may find that the messages it 

sends are too complex-because it is hard to explain Uni-
tarian Universalism-and that simple, repeated themes are 
needed for messaging.  Simple means of encouraging 
conversations about the education programs outside of 
Sunday mornings and feedback to members of the entire 
learning community might also be goals to develop.   
 

 I think the committee is engaged in orange think-
ing because it offers a structured approach to addressing 
some of the issues that need to be addressed.  That group 
focus makes the orange thinking time exciting.  I am 
looking forward to building an 'orange program' through-
out the year.  I think you'll start seeing orange influences 
later this fall.  I'm happy to talk about 'orange thinking' 
and provide a book to read to other members of the con-
gregation. 

PETER FONTNEAU 
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corporation when the population was small meant that the 
city grew throughout the nineteenth century mingling the 
traditions of north and south.   

 
 One of the important customs that the New 

Englanders brought with them was the celebration of 
Thanksgiving.  Today, we think of Thanksgiving as the 
quintessential American holiday, non-sectarian and ecu-
menical in nature, engaged in enthusiastically by all.  This 
was not always the case, however.  The history of the cel-
ebration of Thanksgiving in the United States is a fasci-
nating one, particularly in the early to mid-nineteenth cen-
tury, one in which Unitarians play an important part.  This 
is especially true in Baltimore because of the cultural in-
fluence of the large influx of New Englanders.  The story 
of the genesis of Maryland’s Thanksgiving holiday is a 
microcosm of the complex strains that contribute to our 
national cultural identity and is reflective of how Thanks-
giving came to be the quintessential American holiday. 

 
 The Thanksgiving tradition in the United States 

dates back to 1621 when the Pilgrims in Massachusetts 
gave thanks for a successful harvest.  Though services of 
thanksgiving had taken place earlier elsewhere in territory 
that later became part of the United States, they remained 
largely unknown until uncovered by research in the twen-
tieth century.  “But as James W. Baker states in his book, 
Thanksgiving:  The Biography of an American Holiday, 
‘despite disagreements over the details,’ the 3-day event 
in Plymouth in the fall of 1621 was ‘the historical birth of 
the American Thanksgiving holiday.’”3   What we know of 
the first Thanksgiving stems from two contemporaneous 
accounts—a letter by Edward Winslow4 to a friend in 
England and a description by William Bradford5. 

  
(Edward Winslow) “And God be praised we had a 

good increase… Our harvest being gotten in, our governor 
sent four men on fowling, that so we might after a special 
manner rejoice together after we had gathered the fruit of 
our labors. They four in one day killed as much fowl as, 
with a little help beside, served the company almost a 
week. At which time, amongst other recreations, we exer-
cised our arms, many of the Indians coming amongst us, 
and among the rest their greatest king Massasoit, with 
some ninety men, whom for three days we entertained and 
feasted, and they went out and killed five deer, which they 
brought to the plantation and bestowed on our governor, 
and upon the captain and others. And although it be not 
always so plentiful as it was at this time with us, yet by 
the goodness of God, we are so far from want that we of-
ten wish you partakers of our plenty.”6 

 
(William Bradford) “They began now to gather in the 

small harvest they had, and to fit up their houses and 
dwellings against winter, being all well recovered in 
health and strength and had all things in good plenty. For 

as some were thus employed in affairs abroad, others were 
exercised in fishing, about cod and bass and other fish of 
which they took good store, of which every family had 
their portion. All the summer there was no want; and now 
began to come in store of fowl, as winter approached, of 
which this place did abound when they came first (but 
afterward decreased by degrees). And besides waterfowl 
there was great store of wild turkeys, of which they took 
many, besides venison, etc. Besides, they had about a 
peck a meal a week to a person, or now since harvest, In-
dian corn to that proportion. Which made many after-
wards write so largely of their plenty here to their friends 
in England, which were not feigned but true reports.”7 

 
 Thanksgiving celebrations were not at first yearly 

events, though gradually throughout the seventeenth cen-
tury their observation became more frequent, spreading to 
other colonies, as well.  However, the observation of the 
celebrations were determined by the individual colonies.  
At first they had an austere character.  “To the Puritans, a 
true ‘thanksgiving’ was a day of prayer and pious humilia-
tion, thanking God for His special Providence. Auspicious 
events, such as the sudden ending of war, drought or pesti-
lence, might inspire a thanksgiving proclamation. It was 
like having an extra Sabbath during the week. Fasts and 
thanksgivings never fell on a Sunday… The holiday 
changed as the dogmatic Puritans of the 17th century 
evolved into the 18th century’s more cosmopolitan Yan-
kees. By the 1700s, the emotional significance of the New 
England family united around a dinner table overshad-
owed the civil and religious importance of Thanksgiv-
ing.”8  Though the Continental Congress proclaimed the 
first national holiday in 1777, and Presidents George 
Washington, John Adams and James Monroe each pro-
claimed national Thanksgivings, the practice did not con-
tinue past 1815.  The celebrations that took place rested 
on the activity of individual states in New England.  Since 
there was no fixed date for the holiday, the governors of 
each state determined when it would be held.  As a result, 
there was a wide divergence of when it was celebrated, 
ranging from September to December.  Gradually, the 
observation began to spread outward, as New Englanders 
moved out of their areas of origin to opportunities else-
where, notably to the Midwest.   

 
 Thanksgiving was not readily embraced by the 

South, however.  Robert Moss notes Southern skepticism 
toward Thanksgiving in his article “How Thanksgiving, 
the ‘Yankee Abolitionist Holiday’ Won Over the South” 
in writing,    

 
“…the South already had a holiday of feasting and 

celebration late in the calendar year: Christmas. In New 
England, which inherited a legacy of Puritan dogma that 
considered Christmas a secular abomination, Christmas 
was not observed as a celebratory occasion until the 
1870s. To Southern eyes, a day of feasting in late Novem-

(Continued from page 1) 
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ber was redundant and a loss of a day's income for its 
workers and merchants. On the eve of the Civil War, the 
adoption of Thanksgiving in the South remained incon-
sistent at best, and those who chose to observe the holiday 
treated it more as a religious occasion and a day of relaxa-
tion than a time of feasting and homecoming.9    

 
Being in the South, Maryland was one of the states 

where Thanksgiving was not observed at an early date. 
 
 While the observance of Thanksgiving was a 

patchwork of dates and customs, there were many who felt 
that it should be a national holiday.  One formidable per-
son, Sarah Josepha Buell Hale10, made it her personal mis-
sion to see the holiday become a national one.  Born in 
1788 in Newport, New Hampshire, to parents who were 
advocates of equal education of both sexes, she received a 
good education from her mother, then her brother, and lat-
er her husband.  First a teacher, Hale also wrote, publish-
ing a book of poetry in 1823 and, in 1830, Poems for Our 
Children, which included “Mary Had a Little Lamb,”  in-
spired by a Unitarian child in her class, Mary Sawyer 
(later Tyler).  In 1827, Hale published a novel, North-
wood, or Life North and South.  The novel depicts how 
slavery dehumanizes both slave and master.  Northwood 
“contrasted life in New England and the South, and it ded-
icated an entire chapter to describing Thanksgiving Day on 
a New Hampshire farm, declaring that the occasion 
‘should be the same as the Fourth of July, a national holi-
day.’"11 The chapter on Thanksgiving had as part of its 
focus the Thanksgiving dinner.  Andrew F. Smith in his 
Eating History:  30 Turning Points in the Making of Amer-
ican Cuisine cites the text and comments on the determina-
tive importance: of the description, stating “there was 
roasted turkey, beef sirloin, a leg of pork, mutton, a goose, 
two ducks, chicken pie, stuffing, 
‘innumerable’ bowls of gravy, plates of 
vegetables, plates of pickles, preserves, 
butter, bread, and ‘a huge plum pud-
ding, custards and pies of every name 
and description,’ but ‘a pumpkin pie 
occupied the most distinguished niche.’  
There were also several kinds of cakes, 
and a variety of sweetmeats and fruits.  
Beverages included currant wine, cider 
and ginger beer.  Northwood estab-
lished the model for what became the 
tradition Yankee Thanksgiving din-
ner.’”12 

 
 When Northwood came to the 

attention of Rev. John Blake in 1828, 
Hale was invited to move to Boston to 
edit his publication The Ladies Maga-
zine.  She accepted, hoping that she 
would be able thereby to assist in the 
cause of the education of women.  In 

1837, because he wished to hire Hale to be editor of his 
widely-read and influential Godey’s Lady’s Book, Louis 
Antoine Godey bought the Ladies' Magazine, which had 
been renamed American Ladies' Magazine, and merged it 
with his journal.   Sarah Josepha Hale relocated to Phila-
delphia where it was published and remained editor at 
Godey's for forty years, retiring in 1877 when she was al-
most 90. 

 
 With the publication of Northwood, Sarah Josepha 

Hale began a years-long campaign to make Thanksgiving 
a national holiday “after the model of the first Presidents.  
She publicly petitioned several Presidents to make it an 
annual event.”13 As the editor of Godey’s Lady’s Book, 
she “took full advantage of that powerful platform to in-
tensify her campaign for a national Thanksgiving Day. 
Each November issue of the magazine brimmed with 
Thanksgiving stories and poems along with detailed in-
structions for stuffing turkeys and making mince pies, and 
Hale penned passionate editorials advocating the im-
portance of the holiday, too… For her part, Hale hoped a 
national Thanksgiving holiday would foster national unity 
and encourage compromise.”14   Moreover, “Each year she 
listed the states that had agreed to celebrate the holiday.  
Her efforts did receive support and publicity from various 
quarters…Even the transcendentalists chipped in…Ralph 
Waldo Emerson wrote a Thanksgiving poem and Margaret 
Fuller wrote about Thanksgiving in newspapers and 
books.”15 

 
 There was active resistance to Thanksgiving in the 

south, in part because the religious denominations that 
supported the idea of a national day of thanksgiving were 
also the ones who were proponents of abolition.  As Moss 
notes, “Sarah Josepha Hale's campaign coincided with a 

resurgence of religious fervor in 
all parts of the country in the 
1840s and 1850s…But, at the 
same time, a stronger, more divi-
sive force was on the rise: the 
growing sectional debate over the 
institution of slavery…[T]he same 
evangelical Protestant denomina-
tions who most strongly advocat-
ed for Thanksgiving were also 
among the most ardent abolition-
ists. As Diana Karter Applebaum 
puts it in her book Thanksgiving: 
An American Holiday, an Ameri-
can History16, more and more 
Southerners were beginning to 
view Thanksgiving as a ‘Yankee 
abolitionist holiday.’"17   None-
theless, Hale continued her advo-
cacy.  “In 1846, Hale launched the 
first of what would become an 

annual letter-writing campaign to SARAH JOSEPHA BUELL HALE  
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the nation's governors, in which she urged them to declare 
a day of Thanksgiving in their states on a uniform day—
namely, the last Thursday in November. Her lobbying 
proved quite successful, not only in the North, but in the 
South as well. Governors Albert G. Brown of Mississippi 
and Thomas Drew of Arkansas declared their states' first 
ever Thanksgiving Days in 1847. Governor P. Hansboro 
Bell did the same for Texas in 1850, and within a few 
years most Southern governors fell in line, too.”18   Mary-
land joined the ranks of states celebrating Thanksgiving 
October 8, 1846, when Governor Thomas G. Pratt19 desig-
nated Thursday, November 16, 1846, as a public day of 
thanksgiving. 

 
 Throughout these years, Hale contacted four U. S. 

Presidents, Zachary Taylor, Millard Fillmore, Franklin 
Pierce, and James Buchanan, about creating a national 
Thanksgiving holiday, but none of them granted her re-
quest.  Gradually, however, Hale’s advocacy made head-
way.  “By 1859, Hale was close to success with thirty 
states and three territories celebrating Thanksgiving on the 
third Thursday of November.  After the Civil War broke 
out and she was unable to communicate with many South-
ern states…She also wrote directly to President Lincoln 
and she may have met with him.  Her efforts finally paid 
off a few months after the North’s military victories at 
Gettysburg and Vicksburg.”20   Hale had written request-
ing “to have the day of our annual Thanksgiving made a 
National and fixed Union Festival."21   The President ac-
commodated and “declared two national Thanksgivings 
that year, one for August 6 celebrating the victory at Get-
tysburg and a second for the last Thursday in November.22  
Neither Lincoln nor his successors, however, made the 
holiday a fixed annual event. A President still had to pro-
claim Thanksgiving each year, and the last Thursday in 
November became the customary date. In a controversial 
move, Franklin Delano Roosevelt lengthened the Christ-
mas shopping season by declaring Thanksgiving for the 

next-to-the-last Thursday in November. Two years later, 
in 1941, Congress responded by permanently establishing 
the holiday as the fourth Thursday in the month.”23   Since 
Lincoln’s initial proclamation, all presidents have made 
Thanksgiving Proclamations.24 

 
 In an autobiographical sketch she wrote for Alli-

bone’s Dictionary of Authors, Sarah Josepha Hale de-
scribed her aspirations for her life: “The wish to promote 
the reputation of my own sex and to do something for my 
own country, was among the earliest mental emotions I 
can recollect.  This love of country was deeply engraved 
on my heart, by reading, when I was not more than ten 
years old, Ramsey’s ‘History of the American Revolu-
tion.’  It made a patriot for life.”25   Hale sealed her liter-
ary reputation through the publication of 50 books and the 
editorship of influential magazines for nearly fifty years.  
Of what may be regarded as her magnum opus, The Wom-
an’s Record, a book of over nine hundred pages contain-
ing biographical sketches of two thousand women, Hale 
wrote “I have sought to make it an assistant in home edu-
cation, hoping the examples shown and characters por-
trayed might have an inspiration and power in advancing 
the moral progress of society."26   In addition to her advo-
cacy for a national Thanksgiving holiday, she was other-
wise engaged in charitable causes and philanthropy 
throughout her life.  While in Boston, she founded the 
Seaman’s Aid Society and led a fundraising campaign for 
the completion of the Bunker Hill Monument.  In Phila-
delphia, she founded the Ladies Medical Missionary Soci-
ety and raised funds for the restoration of George Wash-
ington’s home, Mount Vernon.  Her promotion of wom-
en’s issues and rights was expressed in many ways, in-
cluding through support of the Female Medical School of 
Pennsylvania, of Elizabeth Blackwell’s efforts to become 
the first woman physician, and of Vassar College.  For the 
purposes of our readership at First Unitarian it is important 
to note that it is widely assumed that Sarah Josepha Hale 

“THANKSGIVING-DAY,” BY THOMAS NAST, HARPER’S WEEKLY, DECEMBER 5, 1863.  
(GILDER LEHRMAN COLLECTION, INSTITUTE OF AMERICAN HISTORY) 
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was Unitarian.  Though this has not been definitively de-
termined, she was associated with Unitarian communities 
in Boston and Philadelphia.27  

 
 A fascinating pair of articles was published by 

The Baltimore Sun on Wednesday, November 27, 1889, 
the day before Thanksgiving, and November 28, Thanks-
giving Day.  “The Good Old Days:  New England Recol-
lections.  Incidents of Thanksgiving Times.  Tales Told by 
Prominent Marylanders Who Were Born Up North—Men 
of Energy and Brain Who Have Helped Develop Balti-
more in Many Substantial Ways—Feast of the Past”28, the 
first lengthy article, explored the history of Thanksgiving, 
the holiday’s migration to Baltimore with New England 
transplants, the major contributions to the City of New 
Englanders-become-Baltimoreans, and the reminiscences 
of some of these prominent citizens of their youthful expe-
riences on Thanksgiving.  The second, “New Englanders 
in Maryland,”29 is an opinion piece, lauding the contribu-
tion of the New England community of Baltimoreans.   

 
 In the first of the two articles, the spread of 

Thanksgiving is linked to the emigration of New 
Englanders and the contributions of this group to Balti-
more are highlighted. 

 
 Christmas was not known so far as merry-making 

was concerned.  The staid Puritans frowned down upon it, 
as a popish holiday.  The children were taught its signifi-
cance without any of its joys, but as the thankgiving day 
spread Christmas began to be recognized, and the latter 
holiday has perhaps made greater headway throughout 
New England than the former has progressed in the South.  
Yet the busy, pushing, thrifty New Englander, ever mov-
ing away from base, seeking new fields of conquest in 
trade and manufacture is carrying his pilgrim festival to 
the utmost corners of the land and with mighty flood of 
capital and enterprise that has flowed to the South in the 
recent past, it is probable that another generation of Amer-
icans will fail to remember the time when Thanksgiving 
was not their own. 

 New Englanders in Maryland is a great and useful 
factor—a greater one by far that most persons imagine. 
The sons of Connecticut and Maine have come down to 
the promised land, and have helped to develop it.  They 
are prominent among Baltimore’s merchants, manufactur-
ers and financiers.  They come to stay.  They have said by 
actions which speak louder than words, “Thy people shall 
be my people”… Among the many men prominent in 
business circles here today many names will be recog-
nized by everybody.30   

 
The article includes the reminiscences of Thanksgiv-

ings in New England by several prominent New England 
Baltimoreans, notably First Unitarian Enoch Pratt31 who 
notes that it was not observed as a holiday when he first 
came to Baltimore and who contrasts the observance of 

the Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays in the two re-
gions: 

 
 Recalling Thanksgiving Day in his birthplace, Mr. 

Enoch Pratt gave an interesting account of its  activities.  
He said:  “In my early days it was the greatest event of the 
year, and we looked forward to it more than to anything 
else.  When I came to Maryland in 1830 I found that 
Christmas not Thanksgiving was the great annual celebra-
tion.  Thanksgiving Day had not then been introduced in 
Maryland.  The first Thanksgiving Day in Maryland, ac-
cording to my recollection, was celebrated about the time 
of Gov. Pratt. In New England Thanksgiving was a day of 
feasting.  The crops were all in, and children, as well as 
grown people, enjoyed mince pies, squash pies, turkeys, 
geese, cakes and apples, and all the full preparations of a 
good wife.  We always had religious services and though I 
was very young I had to go to church.  My mother would 
sometimes stand in our doorway and watch so as to see 
that I went into the church.  It was a gathering day for fa-
thers, grandfathers, great-grandfathers, and down to the 
youngest infants.  It is kept up now to this day, and still 
regarded more than Christmas.  When I lived in New Eng-
land Christmas was scarcely known there.  My mother one 
Christmas Day told me about the birth of our Savior, and 
that the anniversary of His birth was celebrated and ob-
served as a sacred day in some parts of the country.  
Christmas was not celebrated in Massachusetts until after 
Thanksgiving Day was established in Maryland.  I have 
invitations in my pocket now to go there to this Thanks-
giving, but I am not likely to go.  As long as my parents 
lived I always went home to celebrate Thanksgiving 
Day.”32 

 
 The second article, “New Englanders in Mary-

land,” an editorial, appeared on Thanksgiving Day 1889, 
roughly one hundred years after the great New England 
migration to Baltimore began and forty-three years after 
the first Thanksgiving Day was proclaimed in Maryland.  
Recognizing the New England origins of the day, it views 
the occasion as an emblem of the assimilation of the New 
Englanders in Baltimore and praises both their contribu-
tions and the welcome they received.   

 
 Thanksgiving Day, originally a New England hol-

iday, naturally suggests the intimate connection which has 
been established between the people of Maryland and the 
people of the New England states through immigration 
from that section…It is to the credit of both the newcom-
ers and the original occupiers of the soil that they have 
fraternized so readily and cordially, arguing as it does the 
ability and the willingness to recognize the good qualities 
in each other and to co-operate for the common benefit of 
all.  In every part of Maryland, the New Englander has 
found a cordial welcome, and in every county, doubtless, 
he may be seen pursuing his avocation in perfect accord 
with his fellows “to the manner born,” and secure of their 
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considerate and friendly treatment proceeding from an 
intelligent perception of the valuable properties of Yankee 
energy and thrift.  The debt we owe the New England set-
tler in new industries, established and developed, in the 
improvement of neighborhoods and lands which have 
been made to blossom like the rose;  in the founding 
of important charities and public institutions of great val-
ue and in the diffusion among us of wholesome moral and 
intellectual qualities is one which every intelligent Mary-
lander will cheerfully acknowledge.33 

 
To invoke a phrase of Mayflower Pilgrim Edward 

Winslow, the New Englanders were indeed “partakers of 
our (Maryland) plenty,” but they also vastly enriched the 
state for the benefit of all.   

 
 No article on Thanksgiving is complete without a 

culinary observation.  In Baltimore, the Thanksgiving cui-
sine reflects northern, southern and other traditions.  
While the core elements of the traditional New England 
dinner are preserved, they have been combined with in-
digenous elements, such as oysters as part of the stuffing 
or served on the half shell.  The famous inclusion of sau-
erkraut with the Baltimore Thanksgiving meal came by 
route of a different major group of Baltimore immigrants 
– the Germans.  In 1863, when President Lincoln pro-
claimed the first national day of thanksgiving, one quarter 
of Baltimore’s residents were German in origin.  The in-
troduction of regional specialties into the menu is true all 
over the United States, whether it be cornbread, collards, 
macaroni and cheese and ham in the south, wild rice stuff-
ing in Minnesota, salmon pie in Alaska, standing rib roast 
in Nebraska, cranberry sauce with chili peppers in Arizo-
na, or manicotti in New Jersey.  The culinary testament to 
the New England origins of the Thanksgiving feast are the 
ubiquitous turkey and cranberry.  As food expert Robert 
Moss writes of this cultural and culinary acquisition, 
“Nothing signifies the full adoption of the Yankee mode 
of Thanksgiving more than Southerners' adoption of the 
cranberry as a staple of their feasting table,” because cran-
berries are not native south of New Jersey. For those in-
terested in adding historic dishes to their Thanksgiving 
tables, I can refer you to “Historic Recipes for an Epic 
Maryland Thanksgiving” on the Preservation Maryland 
blog on-line (http://preservationmaryland.org/historic-
recipes-for-an-epic-maryland-thanksgiving/).  Among 
other recipes filed on this site is the following one for 
cranberry pie.  The original recipe is by Unitarian Lydia 
Maria Child34 from 1832; it has been updated by Joyce 
White35, an Annapolis-based food historian.  For back-
ground on the elements of the original thanksgiving feast, 
see “Partakers of Our Plenty” on the Plimouth Plantation 
website (https://www.plimoth.org/learn/multimedia-
reference-library/read-articles-and-writings/thanksgiving-
history/partakers-our). 

 
Cranberry Pie36 

The American Frugal Housewife by Lydia Child, 
1832. 
 
Cranberry pies need very little spice.  A little 
nutmeg, or cinnamon, improves them.  They 
need a great deal of sweetening.  It is well to 
stew the sweetening with them; at least a part of 
it.  It is easy to add, if you find them too sour for 
your taste.  When cranberries are strained, and 
added to about their own weight in sugar, they 
make very delicious tarts.  No upper crust. 
 
Modern Recipe Adaptation by Joyce White 
1 prepared unbaked pie shell (bottom only) 
1 12-ounce package whole cranberries 
1 cup water 
1 cup granulated sugar 
1 teaspoon ground Ceylon cinnamon 
½ teaspoon ground nutmeg 
 
    Preheat oven to 350° F. Line a pie plate with 
the pie crust. Keep in refrigerator until needed. 
    Wash cranberries. In a medium-size saucepan, 
add the water and the sugar. Boil until all of the 
sugar is dissolved in the water.   
    Add the cranberries and cook on medium heat 
until they soften and start to burst, about 8-10 
minutes.   
    Add the spices. (You can add other ingredi-
ents here if you like, such as raisins, apples, 
pears, etc.). 
    Pour the cranberry mixture into the prepared 
pie crust. Bake for 40 minutes or until the cran-
berry mixture is set and the pie crust is golden.  
    Cool completely before serving. Serve as is or 
with whipped cream. 
 
Note:  To make individual pies/tarts, follow 
these directions:  Line 32 mini muffin molds 
with pie crust dough (bottoms only). Bake mini-
tarts for 22 minutes. 

 
  
 

 

ILLUSTRATION BY STEVEN NOBLE 
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Income and Expense Statements: General Fund 01 
July 2016 - September 2016 

  Y-T-D Y-T-D Y-T-D Y-T-D Y-T-D 

  Actual Budget Difference Budget Prior Year 
INCOME       
Contributions-Identified $57,227.36  $50,000.01  $7,227.35  $200,000.00  $54,506.15  
Contributions-Prior Yr Pl 2,300.00  0.00  2,300.00  0.00  325.00  
Contributions-Loose Plate 1,248.01  1,374.99  (126.98) 5,500.00  1,040.71  
Contributions-CFC 1,247.93  1,374.99  (127.06) 5,500.00  0.00  
Contributions-Misc/Non-Pl 24.00  1,125.00  (1,101.00) 4,500.00  0.00  
Subtotal Contribution Income 62,047.30  53,874.99  8,172.31  215,500.00  55,871.86  

       
FUNDRAISING INCOME      
Fundraising Revenues 183.00  1,250.01  (1,067.01) 5,000.00  370.00  
Bookstore Income 0.00  725.01  (725.01) 2,900.00  1,295.49  
Flower Income  270.00  187.50  82.50  750.00  100.00  
Cultural Series Income 0.00  150.00  (150.00) 600.00  0.00  
ImpromptUU Coffee House 33.71  1.00  32.71  1.00  0.00  
Social Justice Fndraising 154.00  500.01  (346.01) 2,000.00  0.00  
Kitchen Revenues 0.00  65.01  (65.01) 260.00  0.00  
Coffee Hour Revenues 28.85  75.00  (46.15) 300.00  94.41  
Recycling Income 121.70  93.75  27.95  375.00  53.56  
Amazon Revenue 155.49  187.50  (32.01) 750.00  144.67  
Subtotal Fundraising Income 946.75  3,234.79  (2,288.04) 12,936.00  2,058.13  

       
FACILITY USE INCOME      
Rental Income  460.00  624.99  (164.99) 2,500.00  0.00  
Wedding Income 1,200.00  300.00  900.00  1,200.00  0.00  
Subtotal Facility Use Income 1,660.00  924.99  735.01  3,700.00  0.00  

       
FUNDRAISING EXPENSE      
Fundraising Event Expense 0.00  (437.49) 437.49  (1,750.00) 0.00  
Bookstore Expense (576.10) (249.99) (326.11) (1,000.00) (716.60) 
Flower Expense 0.00  (187.50) 187.50  (750.00) (100.00) 
Kitchen Expense 0.00  (75.00) 75.00  (300.00) 0.00  
Coffee Hour Expense 0.00  (125.01) 125.01  (500.00) 0.00  
Subtotal Fundraising Expense (576.10) (1,074.99) 498.89  (4,300.00) (816.60) 

       
Subtotal Fundraising 2,030.65  3,084.79  (1,054.14) 12,336.00  1,241.53  
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Income and Expense Statements 
General Fund 01 July 2016 - September 2016 (continued) 

EXPENSES  Actual Budget Difference Budget Prior Year 
SENIOR PASTOR      
SP Salary  $20,986.56  $19,487.49  $1,499.07  $77,950.00  $17,988.48  
Subtotal Pastoral Staff 27,544.15  27,403.50  140.65  109,614.00  23,786.70  

       
ADMINISTRATION      
Office Admin Salary 7,492.29  6,999.99  492.30  28,000.00  5,769.18  
Subtotal Office Administrator 10,820.55  10,192.47  628.08  40,770.00  8,658.64  

       
OFFICE EXPENSES      
COMPUTER EXPENSES      
Subtotal Computer Expenses 311.37  531.27  (219.90) 2,125.00  254.37  
Copier Lease  907.98  533.25  374.73  2,133.00  557.26  
Subtotal Administration 14,639.65  13,524.54  1,115.11  54,098.00  11,911.66  

       
DENOMINATIONAL      
UUA Fair Share Dues 0.00  2,790.00  (2,790.00) 11,160.00  2,760.00  
JPD Fair Share Dues 1,302.00  1,302.00  0.00  5,208.00  1,288.00  
Subtotal Denominational 1,302.00  4,092.00  (2,790.00) 16,368.00  4,048.00  

       
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION      
RE Director Salary 5,943.21  5,518.74  424.47  22,075.00  2,026.90  
Subtotal Religous Ed Director 7,284.52  7,308.00  (23.48) 29,232.00  2,384.64  

       
Subtotal Religous Ed Expens- 438.36  900.00  (461.64) 3,600.00  0.00  

Subtotal Religious Education 7,722.88  8,208.00  (485.12) 32,832.00  2,384.64  

  Y-T-D Y-T-D Y-T-D Y-T-D Y-T-D 
  Actual Budget Difference Budget Prior Year 

INCOME, continued: FUND CONTRIBUTION TO OPER     
Endowment Income 10,618.74  10,618.74  0.00  42,475.00  11,755.23     
Investment Acct Income 924.99  924.99  0.00  3,700.00  2,107.50     
Investment Acct Other 249.99  249.99  0.00  1,000.00  1,378.00     
Kinn 
Educa-
tion  

2,899.98  2,900.01  (0.03) 11,600.00  0.00     

Kinn Homelessness 499.98  500.01  (0.03) 2,000.00  500.01     

7 Princi-  249.99  249.99  0.00  1,000.00  0.00     

Perpetual Maint & Rep 675.00  675.00  0.00  2,700.00  0.00     
Bequests for Maint & Rep 0.00  5,000.01  (5,000.01) 20,000.00  0.00     
Arch & Historical Review 249.99  249.99  0.00  1,000.00  0.00     

          
Subtotal Fund Contrib. To 16,368.66  21,368.73  (5,000.07) 85,475.00  15,740.74     

          
TOTAL INCOME 80,446.61  78,328.51  2,118.10  313,311.00  72,854.13     
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MUSIC  Actual Budget Difference Budget Prior Year 
Music Director Salary 7,807.73  7,250.01  557.72  29,000.00  6,346.14  
Subtotal Music Director 10,215.08  9,574.26  640.82  38,297.00  8,659.76  

       
Guest Artists  0.00  75.00  (75.00) 300.00  0.00  
Instrument Maint & Repair 0.00  287.49  (287.49) 1,150.00  0.00  
Sheet Music  0.00  75.00  (75.00) 300.00  0.00  
Summer Music  1,820.00  1,800.00  20.00  1,800.00  1,500.00  
Subtotal Music Expenses 1,820.00  2,237.49  (417.49) 3,550.00  1,500.00  
Subtotal Music  12,035.08  11,811.75  223.33  41,847.00  10,159.76  

       
WORSHIP       
Guest Speakers 425.00  75.00  350.00  300.00  0.00  
Subtotal Worship 433.58  280.02  153.56  1,120.00  96.94  

       
BOARD & COMMITTEES      
Board Discretionary Exp 1,207.85  237.51  970.34  950.00  434.23  
Membership Committee Exp 308.00  195.00  113.00  780.00  103.50  
Interweave Expenses 0.00  99.99  (99.99) 400.00  0.00  
Stewardship Committee Exp 0.00  375.00  (375.00) 1,500.00  0.00  
Program Child Care Salary 360.00  375.00  (15.00) 1,500.00  345.00  
Program Child Care PR Tax 16.07  0.00  16.07  0.00  0.00  
Hospitality  0.00  150.00  (150.00) 600.00  0.00  
Arch & Historical Review 0.00  249.99  (249.99) 1,000.00  0.00  
Bicentennial Celebration 0.00  212.49  (212.49) 850.00  0.00  
Subtotal Board & Committees 1,891.92  1,894.98  (3.06) 7,580.00  882.73  

       
OUTREACH       
Advertising & Publicity 38.25  38.25  0.00  153.00  38.25  
ImpromptUU Coffee House 0.00  1.00  (1.00) 1.00  0.00  
Community Organizations 0.00  187.50  (187.50) 750.00  0.00  
Paca School Project 0.00  249.99  (249.99) 1,000.00  0.00  
CFD Expense  0.00  1,374.99  (1,374.99) 750.00  0.00  
Misc. Social Justice Projects 0.00  75.00  (75.00) 5,500.00  0.00  
Kinn Homeless Projects 173.55  500.01  (326.46) 2,000.00  0.00  
Emergency Human Needs 0.00  249.99  (249.99) 1,000.00  555.00  
Subtotal Outreach 211.80  2,864.23  (2,652.43) 11,454.00  593.25  

       
FACILITIES       
Part-time Custodian Salar 4,563.75  3,900.00  663.75  15,600.00  120.00  
Part-time Custodian PR Ta 314.70  300.75  13.95  1,203.00  0.00  
Cleaning Service 1,212.97  0.00  1,212.97  0.00  2,308.80  
Facilities-Misc Expense 0.00  150.00  (150.00) 600.00  0.00  
False Alarm Expense 0.00  37.50  (37.50) 150.00  0.00  
Fire Alarm System 485.00  375.00  110.00  1,500.00  0.00  
Insurance-Building 3,934.70  3,474.99  459.71  13,900.00  3,679.70  
Maintenance-Building 546.12  2,250.00  (1,703.88) 9,000.00  986.81  
Maintenance-Major Repair 0.00  0.00  0.00  0.00  1,378.00  
Maintenance-Emergency 0.00  5,000.01  (5,000.01) 20,000.00  0.00  
Permits  0.00  53.25  (53.25) 213.00  0.00  
Pest Control  228.00  225.00  3.00  900.00  146.00  
Security System 470.00  249.99  220.01  1,000.00  765.00  
Snow Removal  0.00  50.01  (50.01) 200.00  0.00  
Supplies-Housekeeping 79.72  125.01  (45.29) 500.00  11.67  

       
Subtotal Facilities 11,834.96  16,191.51  (4,356.55) 64,766.00  9,395.98  

Expenses, 
continued 
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UTILITIES  Actual Budget Difference Budget Prior Year 
Gas & Electricity 978.99  999.99  (21.00) 4,000.00  813.46  
Steam  439.65  3,000.00  (2,560.35) 12,000.00  0.00  
Water & Sewer  656.13  500.01  156.12  2,000.00  728.93  

       
Subtotal Utili-  2,074.77  4,500.00  (2,425.23) 18,000.00  1,542.39  

       
TOTAL EXPENSES 79,690.79  90,770.53  (11,079.74) 357,679.00  64,802.05  

       
EXCESS IN- $755.82  ($12,442.02) $13,197.84  ($44,368.00) $8,052.08  

Expenses, continued 

Changes in Equity, July 2015-September 2016 

Shop Amazon and help the church 
 
When you use this button to make a purchase 
from Amazon, a small percentage of your 
purchase price will go directly to First Uni-
tarian Church of 
Baltimore. 

http://www.amazon.com/?tag=firsunitchuro-20
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To see the church calendar, click here:  First Unitarian Church Calendar 

Office Phone:  410-685-2330 
Fax:  410-685-4133 
Email:  office@firstunitarian.net 
Web:  www.firstunitarian.net 
 
Church Office Hours:   
     9:30 AM - 3 PM Tues.  -  Fri. 
 
Minister’s Office Hours: 

 (Please call before coming.) 
 

Ministerial Intern Schedule:   
    Schedule flexible. Contact at 609-672-7537 or ministerialin-

tern@firstunitarian.net. 
     
Interim Religious Education Director’s Office Hours:   
    Tues. & Wed. 2 PM-6 PM usually  (Please call 703-400-3429 
    before coming or email at uurebaltimore@gmail.com). 

First Unitarian Church of Baltimore 
(Universalist and Unitarian) 
 
Minister  
Rev. David Carl Olson 
 
Ministers Emeriti 
Rev. Phyllis Hubbell, Rev. John Manwell 
  
Affiliate Ministers 
Dr. Michael S. Franch,  Rev. Harry Woosley, Jr., Rev. 

Susan Margarete Stine Donham 
 
Endorsed Community Minister 
Rev. Dale Lantz 
 
Ministerial Intern 
Diana Davies 
 
Board of Trustees 
D. Doreion Colter,  President 
Evelyn Bradley, Vice President 
Laura Laing, Secretary 
Clare Milton, Treasurer 
Paul Allen 
Mike Cross-Barnet 
Catherine Evans 
Laura Laing 
Pat Montley 
Karla Peterson 
Andrea de Urquiza 
Nancy West 
 
Church Staff 
James Houston, Music Director 
Peter Fontneau, Interim Director of Religious Educa-

tion 
Aubrey Reigh, Office Administrator 
Anthony W. Williams, Sexton 

The Beacon 
Editing:  Gwyn Degner   
Layout:  Janet Campbell, Diana Kar r , Laura Smith 
Proofreaders:  Betty Townsend and Clare Milton 
Publication Schedule 

Deadlines:  1st or  2nd Thursday of each month (see 
church calendar) 
November Editors:  Gwyn Degner , Laura Smith 
December Issue Deadline:   Thursday,  November 3, 2016 

   September Editors:  Gwyn Degner , Janet Campbell 
 
To Submit Articles or Other Beacon Items: 
 
 Please e-mail all submissions to  
   beacon@firstunitarian.net. 
 Please use as little formatting as possible in articles, and in-

clude the author’s name.  We welcome photos to accompany 
articles. 

 
The editors reserve all editing rights. 

To sign up for the Beacon or Happen-
ings or to unsubscribe to them, go to this 
web address: http://eepurl.com/eqadk.   

To see the Beacon in color, visit First Uni-
tarian Church of Baltimore, The Beacon. 

http://www.firstunitarian.net/index.php/our-happenings/upcoming-events/calendar
mailto:office@firstunitarian.net
http://www.firstunitarian.net
mailto:ministerialintern@firstunitarian.net
mailto:ministerialintern@firstunitarian.net
mailto:uurebaltimore@gmail.com
mailto:beacon@firstunitarian.net.
http://eepurl.com/eqadk
http://www.firstunitarian.net/index.php/our-happenings/communications/the-beacon-monthly-newsletter
http://www.firstunitarian.net/index.php/our-happenings/communications/the-beacon-monthly-newsletter

