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The Beacon 

Cookies for Dayspring 
 
Every year, Girl Scouts around the country sell 

cookies, but did you know that they donate thousands 
of boxes to charities as well? Our 
very own Eden Deininger is col-
lecting cookies for Dayspring! 
Here’s how you can help. On 
Sunday, December 4, at coffee 
hour, Eden will sell cookies at $4 
per box.  

You can buy a box for your-
self and/or a box for Dayspring. 
Eden and her troop will deliver 
the cookies, along with any other donations, by De-
cember 20. You can also donate by going 
to www.gscm.org/cookiesfromtheheart and put Eden’s 
name and troop #1904. Thank you for your support. 

 

Become a Tutor  
FROM THE PEACE AND JUSTICE MINISTRY 
 

Do you want to make a difference in Baltimore 
City?  Do you believe that education can change 
lives?  If you answered yes to one or both of these 
questions, please consider tutoring 4th graders at the 
William Paca Elementary School in East Balti-
more. The commitment is one hour per week after 
school at 3 P.M. on Thursdays. If you cannot make a 
weekly commitment, consider being a substitute.  For 
more information, contact Roberta Van Meter . 
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December 2016 Services 
Services start at 11:00 A.M. in the sanctuary. 

 

December 4 
“WinterFest”  

The Winter Festival Committee 

An exploration around winter themes, including win-

ter’s universal features and the diverse spiritualities of a 

pluralist community like ours. Drumming and proces-

sionals, songs and storytelling, and the special inclusion 

of the perspectives of African-American members and 

friends. 

 

December 11  
“Love Matters” 

Rev. David Carl Olson 

Christians use the Advent season 

in the weeks leading up to 

Christmas as a time to prepare 

their hearts for the arrival of 

Love in the person of a little 

child. “Love and Self-Love is 

practiced in every element of what we do,” is the Sec-

ond Principle of Black Lives, created by the Unitarian-

Universalist Caucus at the Movement for Black Lives 

Convening as a new set of guidelines for our faith. 

These principles mirror and magnify the principles of 

our association. How do we love one another in this 

community? How do we help each other love our-

selves? Is this how we prepare to create the village of 

care that will sustain us for the long haul?  

 

December 18 

“Blue Christmas: At the Gate of the Year”  
Diana K. Davies 

December 25, 1939, England was at war, 

and the overall mood was one of fear and 

anxiety. In his Christmas radio broadcast, 

King George VI overcame his stutter to read a poem 

that asked the listener not to search for a light, but to go 

out into the darkness, to tread “gladly into the night.” 

Now, in this time of fear and anxiety, made worse by 

our own personal trials and losses, how can we learn to 

stop searching for a light, but go—if not gladly, then at 

least bravely—together, into the night?  
 

(Continued on page 3) 
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This flame shines with the light of reason; 

May it illuminate the wonders of our world. 

This flame glows with a warm compassion; 

May it expand the caring circle of our love. 

This flame gleams like a hope filled beacon; 

May it sustain us through the darkest winter night. 

These three flames mark a joyful season; 

May they unite us in a happy HumanLight. 

And may reason compassion and hope 

Light the path of every human light. 

by Monty Harper 

 

 

Dear congregation, dear community, 

 
Each year on December 23, the Baltimore Coalition of 

Reason, of which our church is a founding member, gath-
ers to celebrate HumanLight, a seasonal festival that ex-
presses our confidence in human capacity to act in ways 
that are ethical and moral. HumanLight began in New Jer-
sey in 2001 after the September 11 attacks. Humanists of 
greater New York wanted to share their confidence in the 
human family to overcome hatred, division, and fear. 

The ceremony is simple. We light three candles—for 
reason, compassion and hope—and reflect on these core 
values of our humanism. Then we eat a potluck meal 
(vegan food especially welcome) and do some dancing and 
singing. 

When we celebrate HumanLight, we express an im-
portant truth: that the values we treasure in Unitarian-
Universalism are not ours alone, but belong to the whole 
human family. Their expression in ethical living happens 
both because of, and sometimes in spite of, our religious 
practices. Reason, compassion, and hope have developed 
in our species over time, and when we are in our “best” 
selves, they are the watchword for what it means to be hu-
man. 

But we do not always act 
our best. In this busy season, I 
often find myself hungry, anx-
ious, lonely, and tired. (Do you 
remember that HALT acro-
nym?) In such a challenged 
state, I become less able to make right decisions and to 
express the values that are central to my understanding of 
who I am and want to be. 

Meeting with friends for a little “down” time, taking a 
moment to breathe deeply and light a candle, and most 
importantly to reflect with others on how these values op-
erate in my life—this is how I can be brought back to my 
best self. I attend one more pot luck dinner (when it won’t 
entirely overload me). I listen to members of the Baltimore 
Ethical Society, the Frederick Douglas Humanist Society, 
and the Baltimore Jewish Cultural Chavurah—among oth-
ers—and hear the moral and ethical values that speak to 
me. I cherish our connections and the work that we may be 
called to do together in the world. And I am grateful—
deeply grateful—for life itself—this life, right now!—and 
for the companionship and camaraderie of many humanist 
friends. 

 
Merry Christmas, dear friends, 

       And blessed Solstice and happy HumanLight 
 

With deep affection  
 
 
 
 

 

Rev. David Carl Olson, Minister 

The Kids Call Me “Rev” 

Coffee Cabinet 
 
BY  REV. DAVID CARL OLSON, MINISTER 

R
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Minister’s Open Hours in the Study 

Saturdays from 10:00 A.M. to 1:00 P.M.  

(also a time for preparation and rehearsal for Sunday 

worship) 

Mondays from 1:00 P.M. to 4:00 P.M.  

Wednesdays from 4:00 P.M.  to 7:00 P.M. 

(also a time to prepare with Worship Associates)  

Minister’s Other Hours 

Tuesday is reserved for visitation. Please text or call me 

at (410) 350-9339 if you would like to be visited.  

Thursday is a writing day at the library and in my home 

study.  

Minister’s Self-Care 

My Sabbath is on Thursdays after I finish responsibilities 

at the church, through Saturday morning. I will be 

with my Rhode Island family from Christmas night 

to December 28. 

I am always “on call” for pastoral and other concerns. 

Do not hesitate to contact me if there is something you’d 

like to talk about or do. It is always a good idea to con-

tact me in advance if you are coming to the church or to 

my home to see me. I am most accessible by text message 

at (410) 350-9339. Thank you! 
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December 25 
Christmas Day Unitarian Service of Communion 

“All Are Welcome at the Table” 

Rev. David Carl Olson 

On Christmas Day, we hold a quiet space where an historic 

Unitarian service of communion invites all to feast and be 

satisfied. “Come, not because you must, but because you 

may. Come not to express an opinion, but to seek a Pres-

ence.” 

 

Special Services 
 

Winter Solstice Ritual: December 21 
Service begins at 7 P.M. followed by a reception. 

 

Christmas Eve Services: December 24 
 

At 6:00 P.M. in the sanctuary. 

“Family Christmas Pageant” led by the children 

and youth of our RE4ALL (Religious Education for 

All) Sunday School 

 

At 6:45 P.M. in Enoch Pratt Parish Hall. 

“Christmas Eve Pot Luck Dinner”  
 

At 8:00 P.M. in the sanctuary. 

“Candlelight Christmas Eve Service” led by our 

lead minister, Rev. David Carl Olson, with seasonal 

music performed by our director of music, James 

Houston, and our choir. 

 

Change for Change 
  

Our Change for Change partner during  December is 
the Friends of Dayspring Gardens. This grassroots project 
transformed seven desolate vacant lots in East Baltimore 
into a welcoming oasis where vegetables, herbs, flowers, 
trees, and, most importantly, people, thrive. Because a safe 
space for children to play 
and increased food produc-
tion and distribution are 
essential, two additional 
vacant lots will be trans-
formed into an orchard and an open green space. 

Friends of Dayspring Gardens is a collaboration of the 
families and staff of Dayspring Programs, community resi-
dents, and members of First Unitarian Church. More infor-
mation is available at the Peace and Justice Ministry table 
during coffee hour. 

(Continued from page 1) 

 

 

 

When you use this button to make a purchase from Ama-

zon.com, a small percentage of your purchase price will go 

directly to First Unitarian Church of Baltimore. 

Book Group 
BY MIKE FRANCH 
 

The Book Group holds a combined 
November-December meeting on Thurs-

day, December 8, at 
7:30 P.M. to discuss 
Tessa Hadley’s novel, 
The Past. You can find a 
the New York Times review at http://

tinyurl.com/j66nbtt. It’s one of those 
British family novels, but in our dis-
cussions we’ve found that, across the 
miles and cultures, families are fami-
lies and no matter how exotic the set-
ting, something of our own experience 

keeps popping up in these books. 
The Book Group meets in a home in Mt. Washing-

ton. Contact Mike Franch at books@firstunitarian.net 
for information. You don’t need to be a regular Book 
Group member to attend and participate in the lively 
and friendly discussions. New people are very much 
welcomed.  

On January 26, we’ll discuss Hilary Mantel’s 
Bring Up the Bodies, the second volume of her trilogy 
of Tudor England. Though set in the 
16th century, we can see people much 
like ourselves in the politics, intrigue, 
and human nature of the real and fic-
tional characters represented here. On 
second thought, let’s hope we’re not 
too much like some of these folks—
but you never know! You don’t have 
to have read the first volume to come 
to and appreciate the discussion, or 
even know much about the period. 

 

Our Daily Bread 
BY HELEN SZYMKOWIAK  
  

We must gather on the last day of 
this year (December 31) to prepare 
our usual casseroles for the guests of 
Our Daily Bread. Come at 8:30 A.M. 
to get it all started, a little later to relieve the cooks. We 
should be finished noonish—plenty of time to catch a 
nap before the evening’s festivities, and there will be 
coffee and a snack to sustain you.   

 

Mike Franch 
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Religious Education: Pete’s Patter 

“A Good Start” 
 
BY PETER FONTNEAU, INTERIM DIRECTOR  OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

The first block and first intersession of 
our block-scheduled year came to a close in 
October. It was a good start! On October 
16, the Sprouts (preschool) class made gra-
ham cracker sukkahs, while the Explorers 
(elementary) class finished an eight-foot 
high sukkah in the front courtyard as part of 
their observance of the Jewish Festival of 
Booths (Sukkot). Moses Summler, a man seen all about 
church activities, helped me build the sukkah out front 
after working at the Dayspring Fall Festival and before 
heading up to Towson for ADORE. 

On October 23, Rev. David led the adult class on the 
theology of James Freeman, who came from King’s 
Chapel in Boston in 1816 to hold the talks and meetings 
that led to the organization of the First Independent 
Church in Baltimore in 1817. One of the stories David 
couldn’t fit into that discussion was perfect for catching 
the imagination of 8-year old boys in the elementary 
class, so I used it to start a discussion on change. When 
the 17th-century women’s chapel that housed what be-
came Freeman’s congregation about 1750, the new stone 
chapel, which we see today, was built around the wood 
building, the wood structure was then dismantled and 
passed out the window in pieces, and the planks were 
shipped to Nova Scotia to build a new Anglican Church. 
Illustrating the story with some drawings of the church 
and boxes of wood and brick blocks made it easy to talk 
about change, and having copies of Freeman’s mark-up of 
the Book of Common Prayer helped connect theological 
changes for elementary students. 

On October 30, Rev. David and I led a multigenera-
tional class in examining the history of music in Balti-
more and at First Unitarian. We connected some of the 
stories shared at the Dedication Day program the night 
before and practiced some of the music we would sing at 
the worship service. 

Also on October 30, the parish hall was transformed 
into a mystical and spooky arcade of Halloween activity 
booths. Ghoulish-themed menu selections adorned the 
table, and light sticks and spooky music accompanied a 
Monster March in the darkened sanctuary as 57 princess-
es and Jedi warriors celebrated the holiday. Thirteen 
adults, led by RE4ALL chair Molly Ruhlman, staffed ac-
tivities, and a total of 33 adults, 7 youth, and 17 children 
participated. Two families saw our outside sign and 
stopped by; new member Debbie Doerfor’s daughter and 
two grandchildren also joined us for the party. 

Intersession gave regular teachers a recharging break, 

and lowered the pressure on the program as a 
whole—with a related dip in attendance—but it 
provided opportunities to try new intergenera-
tional or multi-age approaches to our common 
learning endeavor. 
     The regular schedule with Sprouts with Lau-
rissa Hurst as lead teacher and Explorers led by 
Jaki Alston, and working on world religions 

(starting a unit on Hinduism), Youth Group led by Molly 
Ruhlman and continuing with a small group ministry 
model, and “A Chosen Faith” led by Hannah Roberts 
Villnave and “Building Your Own Theology” with Diana 
Davies as adult offerings started on November 6 and will 
continue through mid-December. The children’s Christ-
mas special presentation will rehearse in class time on 
December 11 and 18, with a dress rehearsal and perfor-
mance on Christmas Eve. The RE4ALL program takes its 
next intersession December 25, and January 1 and 8. 

As you might remember, the RE4ALL Committee 
and Interim DRE Transition Team are using the “Think 
Orange” books to start “thinking orange,” that is, con-
necting the church family and its life more fully with the 
lives of the families who are members of the congrega-
tion. By using a measurement tool, the “Orangeometer”, 
the committee will focus on working on family factor 
actions in the next few months. Committee members will 
be studying and then suggesting actions to take to make 
improvements in programs. As you can see by reading 
this, there are many members of the church community 
actively involved in making our education program hap-
pen. We thank them. 

In November and December, I’m working on a “big 
report” on what I’ve learned about Baltimore in the time 
that I’ve been your interim religious educator—and in 
preparation for a search for a new staff member after I 
take my leave in the summer. The Board of Trustees has 
asked that staff prepare the first draft of upcoming years’ 
budgets during December. The interim report and draft 
budget work together in seeing the church system holisti-
cally, and that is very good. Of course I am focused on 
RE’s future, and will be looking at ways to use staff and a 
range of possible job descriptions for the search team to 
use as a starting point. I also want to address governance, 
developing a program council structure; leadership devel-
opment strategies; writing, documenting, maintaining and 
updating policies; and I want to talk about money, budg-
ets and “big ideas” because all are driven by a mission of 
transforming spirits, celebrating diversity, supporting 
each other and building a better Baltimore. 

P
ete F
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First Unitarian Historical Perspectives #82 
 

How Did This Church Come to Be?
1
 

New England Comes to Baltimore, Part III 
BY CATHERINE EVANS 

First, a word of expla-
nation about the name 
of the church. The 
founders deliberated 
about the name, vacil-
lating between 
“Independent” and 
“Unitarian” as its des-
ignation. In the found-
ing document, the con-

stitution, there is an 
erasure and it appears that “The First Unitarian Congre-
gation” was the name initially considered. However, they 
decided on “First Independent Church of Baltimore,” 
though the church was decidedly Unitarian in perspec-
tive. Almost 100 years after the founding in 1912, the 
name was changed to the First Unitarian Church and 
then again in 1935, when the church merged with the 
Second Universalist Society, a parenthetical Universalist 
and Unitarian was added. Both original and current 
forms are used in this article. 

 
In 1816, Baltimore was a new city, which had been 

incorporated 20 years earlier in 1796. Religion in the 
young United States was a very unsettled proposition—
unlike current preconceptions of a simple and monochro-
matic past. Unitarianism was not yet a denomination in 
this country, the beginnings of Unitarian thinking taking 
place in Boston at the end of the 18th century. Baltimore, 
a Southern city, was very far from Boston, both geo-
graphically and culturally. Yet, unlikely as the founding 
of the First Independent Church of Baltimore might ap-
pear in light of these facts, the sequence of events that led 
to its founding is simple and direct, leading from New 
England to Baltimore. 

Massachusettsans had begun to migrate to the young 
Maryland colony early, seeking both the gentler climate 
and the religious toleration they experienced here.2 This 
included especially the Quakers who were persecuted by 
the Puritans. A special relationship between Massachu-
setts and Maryland developed later when Maryland acted 
to support Massachusetts during the Boston Tea Party, 
sending money and food to aid Bostonians in resistance 
to the British Stamp Act. They also resolved to make the 
importation of English goods an act of disloyalty, and we 
had our own “tea party” in Annapolis on October 19, 
1774. These important gestures solidified a bond between 
Massachusetts and Maryland that proved to be lasting. 

People from all over New England were drawn to 

Baltimore because of the economic opportunities the rap-
idly growing city offered. As Terry D. Bilhartz writes in 
Urban Religion and the Second Great Awakening: 
Church and Society in Early National Baltimore, 

Selected by George Washington as America’s 

city most likely to succeed, Baltimore during the 

early national period lived up to its high billing. 

While a community of 8,000 in 1782, by the first 

United States census in 1790, Baltimore, with 

13,503 inhabitants, was the fifth largest town in 

America. The population represented a diverse 

ethnic and national background. A strong majori-

ty was of English and Welsh extraction. Yet, with 

a thriving German-speaking community, a large 

urban black population, and a significant minori-

ty of Scotsmen alongside the smaller remnant of 

Irish and French, Baltimore in 1790 had a definite 

cosmopolitan complexion.3 

 
The influx of New Englanders to Baltimore was 

steady until the Revolutionary War, after which it in-
creased greatly until about 1835. They entered into all 
aspects of commerce, especially including import and 
sailing and related trades. They quickly gained in promi-
nence and with this gradually became leaders in the city’s 
banking and financial arenas, soon owning or managing 
much of the City’s wealth. Because the population of Bal-
timore was still comparatively small, a major influx of 
residents from another region was certain to have an im-
pact on the local culture.  

The New England community in Baltimore retained 
tight social ties while they played integral roles in the 
city’s commercial and political life. Moreover, many 
were from the same towns and counties and knew one 
another before coming or were related. They brought 
many of their customs and values with them. For exam-
ple, the celebration of Thanksgiving, a New England holi-
day, not observed at that time in the South, was intro-
duced through the newcomers.4 They also brought a be-
lief in the value of public education, in culture, and in 
civic responsibility. Early transplants—many of whom it 
should be noted were also founding members of First In-
dependent Church—were involved in the nascent efforts 
to develop civic and cultural institutions. Edward Hin-
kley,5 Charles H. Appleton6 and Henry Payson7 were 
leaders in the development of public education in Balti-
more.8 Seven New England Unitarians9 joined with others 

(Continued on page 6) 
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to found the Athenaeum,10 patterned after the ones in Bos-
ton and Philadelphia. The Athenaeum was a cultural insti-
tution and 
meeting place 
that hosted 
talks and 
events and that 
housed orga-
nized societies 
such as the 
Mercantile Li-
brary Associa-
tion and the 
Maryland His-
torical Society 
and profession-
al offices. The 
literary Delphian Club11 and the journal, The Portico, a 
Repository of Science and Literature12 were both founded 
by New Englanders, among others. The Delphian Club 
was organized to give poets, writers and historians a 
means of interacting with one another. Its founder, Wil-
liam Gwynn,13 was a Unitarian, as were participants Jared 
Sparks,14 John Pierpont,15 and Rembrandt Peale.16 The 
Portico, created to publish the writings of the Delphian 
Club, was started by two individuals, one of whom was 
Tobias Watkins,17 on the first Board of Trustees of First 
Independent Church. John Pierpoint, a poet who was a 
major contributor, went on to become an influential Uni-
tarian minister.  Rembrandt Peale, though from Philadel-
phia, was aligned with the New England community 
through his Unitarian connections. He founded the Peale 
Museum and, with William Gwynn, the Baltimore Gas 
Company. A 21-year-old Massachusetts-born First Uni-
tarian named George Peabody18 arrived in 1816, and he 
and fellow Bay-Stater and Unitarian Enoch Pratt19 (who 
arrived in 1831) would found cornerstone institutions for 
the City.  

Of course, the New Englanders also brought with 
them their religious views. In the more than a century that 
had elapsed since the first Quakers came to Maryland for 
religious freedom, much had changed in New England 
regarding religion, where Puritanism no longer dominated 
and more liberal religious thoughts prevailed.20 Prior to 
the Revolution, many of the 13 colonies had state-
endorsed religions. In Massachusetts, Connecticut, and 
New Hampshire, this was the Congregational Church. In 
Maryland, Virginia, North and South Carolina, Georgia, 
and New York City, it was the Church of England. Most 
colonies had been founded by proprietors, which meant 
that they could welcome persecuted sects such as the case 
of Quakers in Maryland already mentioned, producing a 
form of toleration. With the Declaration of Independence 
in 1776 and the establishment of new state governments, 
disestablishment, the end of state-sanctioned religion, 
began to take place, occurring in 1776 in Maryland.21 

The rapid economic growth in Baltimore brought 
both increased wealth and poverty, offering the oppor-
tunity for great growth among churches, which had the 

monetary resources to build and maintain houses of 
worship and attract talented clergy, while also giving 
them a ready mission.  According to Terry D. Bilhartz 
in Urban Religion and the Second Great Awakening 

…Baltimore’s rapid expansion added burdens to 

urban congregations. Reaching the ever-widening 

array of ethnic and status groups, providing the 

basic necessities of life for the growing numbers 

of urban poor, and maintaining high standards of 

morality amidst a mobile and often rootless popu-

lation were awesome tasks for city congregations. 

Moreover, with urban growth came secular diver-

sions that distracted even the godly from the tasks 

set before them. Theaters, taverns, prostitutes, 

unruly sailors, and Sabbath-breaking entrepre-

neurs were but a few of the corrupting influences 

that permeated the city environs.22 

 
During this time, “…Baltimore churches multiplied, 

prospered and assumed the leadership in their denomina-
tion[s]”23 within the state. The churches prevalent in Bal-
timore at that time were Catholic, Episcopalian, Method-
ist, Baptist, and Presbyterian, all of whom benefitted from 
the northern migration. The Unitarians and Universalists 
had no place of worship until the New England contin-
gent became more numerous and influential. 

Early American churchmen believed that the church 
played an important role in sustaining political and reli-
gious freedom in the country. They also recognized that, 
though inherently in competition with one another, overt 
rivalries among them would discredit them all. Because 
of this, most Baltimoreans agreed that no church had the 
right to claim an exclusive monopoly upon religious 
truth, or to charge its competitors as counterfeits in league 
with the Antichrist. Mainline churches moderated their 
hostilities, offered financial assistance to others in times 
of crises, and cooperated in interdenominational associa-
tions because despite their differences they were partners 
in national and divine missions.24  

This perspective notwithstanding, all was not peace-
ful, because of fundamental conflicts. The competitive 
aspects of the voluntary church25 and the seriousness with 
which churchmen took religious issues discouraged per-
fect harmony. At some point between 1790 and 1830 vir-
tually every Baltimore congregation experienced acrimo-
nious controversy or even schism. Far from random dis-
turbances, these continuous church squabbles followed 
several defined and not entirely unexpected patterns. The 
most vicious church battles pitted the semi-unified main-
line denominations against the few “unorthodox” denomi-
nations excluded from interdenominational participation. 
Baltimore churchmen showed no tolerance for any reli-

(Continued from page 5) 
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gious group that rejected the Bible as divine revelation, 
or that rejected the doctrines of the Trinity and the divin-
ity of Christ. Clearly the gentlemen’s agreement to mod-
erate criticism and assist in distress did not apply to de-
ists,26 Swedenborgians,27 and Unitarians.28 

It was in this rancorous environment, with religious 
forces arrayed against it that Unitarianism had its begin-
nings in Baltimore in 
October 1816. A group 
of prominent citizens, 
many of them New 
Englanders, invited the 
eminent Rev. Dr. James 
Freeman29 of King’s 
Chapel in Boston to 
speak about Unitarian-
ism. Freeman, now con-
sidered the patriarch of 
Unitarianism in Ameri-
ca because he was 
among the first to es-
pouse Unitarian points 
of view and implement 
them into the liturgy of 
his church, was in the 
vanguard of what be-
came the Unitarian 
movement. Freeman 
came to Baltimore and 
stayed for three weeks, 
preaching four sermons 
during that time. Be-
cause of the inhospitable 
religious climate, the Baltimoreans were unable to find a 
church willing to host Freeman’s preaching, so they 
rented Gibney Hall,30 a dance hall on South Charles 
Street. On October 12, 1816, the following advertise-
ment appeared in the newspapers of Baltimore: “Divine 
service will be performed by the Reverend Dr. Freeman 
of Boston, tomorrow, at the Hall belonging to Mr. Gib-
ney31 in South Charles Street, to commence at 11 
o’clock A.M. and at 3 P.M.”32   

On October 13, 1816, Freeman conducted a worship 
service for those interested in hearing about Unitarian 
doctrines. According to Edward Hinkley, a founding 
member of Baltimore’s First Independent Church, the 
audience at the initial meetings was “large and respecta-
ble,”33 despite the fact that “one minister threatened to 
excommunicate from his church any member who 
should presume to hear Freeman.”33 Funk tell us that 
“Dr. Freeman preached for three consecutive Sundays, 
thereby giving the impetus to the founding of a liberal 
church in Baltimore. After his departure, interest was 
kept alive by weekly meetings in the homes of the peo-
ple.”34 Four months later, on February 10, 1817, First 

Independent Church was founded at the home of Henry 
Payson. Edward Hinkley was a friend of Jared Sparks at 
Harvard, and it was he who suggested Sparks’ name to 
the board as a candidate for the first minister. Hinkley 
also had to help persuade his friend to accept the posi-
tion when it was offered, as Sparks received a call to a 
church in Boston at the same time. According to Bil-
hartz, “Before making his decision, Sparks asked his 

Baltimore friend…if Unitarian beliefs could pros-
per in the context of Southern bias against liberal 
religion.”35 Hinkley thought they could, asserting 
that “no single sect or party has the power to make 
strong opposition, and…not one will have the incli-
nation to persecute or oppose;” adding “Finally, all 
know the church will be established and supported 
by men powerful and respectable, to oppose whom 
would be useless and disgraceful.”36 

     Sparks’ cautionary concern was well-founded. 
The thoughts articulated in “Unitarian Christianity” 
by William Ellery Channing at Sparks’ ordination 
sermon on May 5, 1819, would occasion national 
and local consternation and debate. According to 
Bilhartz,  

At first Sparks felt that the attention aroused by 

his church advanced the cause of Unitarianism 

in Baltimore. In June he wrote: “A strong spirit 

of inquiry is rapidly making its way among the 

people here, and prejudice is certainly sinking 

by degrees. There are many, however, who still 

would think it an unpardonable sin to enter the 

vestibule of our church, even on a week day…

and who cannot possibly conceive that a Unitar-

ian can be a Christian.”37  

 

Then, in the late summer, a yellow fever epidemic 
hit Baltimore [especially, Fells Point]. Orthodox clergy-
men, believing the epidemic to be God’s punishment on 
the city, clamored for an official day of fasting, prayer, 
and humiliation. On this special occasion one clergyman 
attributed the plague to God’s wrath, because the city 
had allowed a “synagogue of Satan” to be erected. 
Shortly thereafter, the Young Men’s Bible Society ex-
cluded the First Independent Church from participation 
in the organization. The holy war had begun.38 

Sparks responded by beginning his own periodical 
Unitarian Miscellany and Christian Monitor in January, 
1821, the first avowedly Unitarian periodical in Ameri-
ca, according to Earl Morse Wilbur in History of Unitar-
ianism.39 

The founding board of the church had nine mem-
bers. Henry Payson was the chairman, Nathaniel Wil-
liams, the register, and James W. McCulloh, the treasur-
er. Other board members were Charles Appleton, Wil-
liam Child, Ezekiel Freeman, Capt. Isaac Phillips, John 

(Continued from page 6) 
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Bust of Rev. Dr. James Freeman in King’s 
Chapel, Boston. 

Photo by Dr. Edward C. Papenfuse 
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W. Poor, and Dr. Tobias Watkins. Fifty-five individuals 
guaranteed the salary of the first minister, among them 
Leonard Jarvis, William and James Dall, Samuel Hyde, 
Edward Hinkley, John Ready, William Read, and six 
members of the Williams family—Amos Adams, George, 
Benjamin, Cumberland Dugan, Nathaniel, and Susan-
nah.40 

The founding of the First Unitarian Church was to 
have a profound effect on Baltimore. It was from the be-
ginning a voice for the liberal perspective on religious 
matters and a leader in the social justice issues of any giv-
en era. It also gave a church home to like-minded individ-
uals, many of them New Englanders but not all, and a 
community and network for all New Englanders regard-
less of religion. Built on a hill above the harbor on what 
was the undeveloped edge of the city, it had a command-
ing presence.  

The beautiful church erected by the congregation was 
dedicated on October 29, 1818, with Rev. James Freeman 
in attendance, and its opening was covered as a major 
event in press throughout the United States. For example, 
a detailed description of the church appeared in the May 
1819, issue of The Port Folio magazine, published in 
Philadelphia and London. The article concludes with the 
observation that “Whether this building be viewed in the 
beauty of the model, the correctness of the proportions, or 
the taste of its various details, it will be acknowledged to 
approach nearer to the perfection of architecture than any 
other edifice in America.”41 It also made an emphatic 
statement that New Englanders, and Unitarians, had set 
down roots in Baltimore.  

 
 

 

End Notes 

 
1A version of this article was delivered by church histo-

rian, Dr. Catherine A. Evans, on the occasion of the celebra-
tion of the 198th anniversary of Dedication Day, October 29, 
2016. 

2For an extensive discussion of the migration of New 
Englanders to Baltimore, see Catherine Evans, “The City in 
the Middle: New England Comes to Baltimore” Historical 
Perspectives #80, Beacon, October, 2016. 

3Terry D. Bilhartz, Urban Religion and the Second 
Great Awakening: Church and Society in Early National 
Baltimore (Rutherford, Madison, Teaneck: Fairleigh Dickin-
son University Press; London & Toronto: Associated Uni-
versity Presses, 1986), p. 12. 

3See Catherine Evans, “Partakers of Our Plenty: Thanks-
giving; New England Comes to Baltimore, Part II,” Histori-
cal Perspectives #81, Beacon, November, 2016. 

5Edward Hinkley (1790–1854) was from Barnstable, 
Massachusetts, and a fellow student of Sparks at Harvard. 
He graduated in 1813 and then studied law in Delaware, 
moving to Baltimore to practice law in 1815. He was a Uni-
tarian and closely allied with the other New England trans-
plants in the city. He was one of the founders (with other 
Unitarians) of the Atheneum and was a leader in the estab-
lishment of public education in Baltimore. In 1817, he 
founded a law firm bearing his name that was located in the 
Athenaeum. The firm existed until 1954, bearing over those 
years various names, including Edward Hinkley & Son and 
Hinkley and Morris, when he took in fellow Unitarian 
Thomas Morris, later U.S. District Court Judge for the state 
of Maryland. 

6Charles H. Appleton (1784–1831), originally from 
Boston, was a founding member of the First Independent 
Church of Baltimore and was a member of its first Board of 

(Continued from page 7) 

(Continued on page 9) 

Baltimore in 1817 as seen from York Road (foreground) from A View of the First [Six] Cities of the United States  
engraved by Bouquet de Woisier, courtesy of the New York Public Library. 
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Trustees. He and his brother, Nathaniel Walker Appleton 
(1783–1848), were commission merchants with offices on 
Lorman Row and Hanover Street. They engaged in maritime 
commerce, had real estate investments in Baltimore and 
elsewhere, and were active in the Boston & Canton Manu-
facturing Company, which made cotton  and wool in Canton, 
Massachusetts. Charles H. Appleton was one of a group of 
businessmen who founded the Savings Bank of Baltimore in 
1818, and was one of the leaders of the creation of public 
schools in Baltimore City. 

7Henry Payson (1762–1845), originally from Massa-
chusetts, was the founder of the First Independent Church of 
Baltimore (First Unitarian). Plans for First Unitarian were 
forged with others in his home and he was elected chairman 
at the initial organizational meeting. He was the first to sign 
the constitution of the church and recorded it with the coun-
ty. He was very involved in all the early aspects of develop-
ing the church. In 1825, Henry Payson was elected one of 
the vice presidents on the first Board of the American Uni-
tarian Association at its organizational meeting in Boston. A 
prominent businessman, banker, politician and patriot, he 
was president of Union Bank, served nine terms as a city 
councilman, was chairman of the Commission of the Sus-
quehanna Canal, and was judge of the Orphan’s Court. He 
was also a member of the “Committee of Vigilance and 
Safety,” the purpose of which was the procuring of and 
providing for a more effective defense of the city against 
British attack. He was one of the committee members who 
planned and erected the Battle Monument dedicated to com-
memorate the Battle of North Point, designed by Maximilian 
Godefroy (First Unitarian architect), and the symbol on the 
flag of the City of Baltimore.  

8Tina H. Sheller “The Origins of Public Education in 
Baltimore,” History of Education Quarterly, Vol. 22, No. 1 
(Spring, 1982), pp. 23–44. 

9Sheller, p. 31. 
10Athenaeum. Founded in 1823 with the purchase of 

books, the cornerstone of the building was laid in 1824 with 
ceremonies at the corner of Lexington and St. Paul Streets. 
The architect was W. F. Small. According to Charles Varle 
in his A Complete View of Baltimore (Baltimore: Samuel 
Young, 1833), “Lectures on various subjects are delivered in 
its spacious halls, and concerts and other public meetings 
held in its splendid saloon. The rooms in the basement story 
of the building, are occupied as offices by gentlemen of the 
law.” John H. B. Latrobe described the building as housing 
the Maryland Institute, about 20 lawyers, painters, the Facul-
ty of Arts and Sciences of the Maryland University, the Mar-
yland Academy of Science and Literature, and in the third 
story a saloon in which hosted balls, concerts, fairs, political 
convocations and the like. In 1831, the Athenaeum was the 
site of the first presidential nominating convention, when 
“the Anti-Masonic Party nominated U.S. Attorney General 
William Wirt of Maryland on the first ballot. That Decem-
ber, the national Republicans arrived to nominate Henry 
Clay of Kentucky for president.” (See Fred Rasmussen, 
“Baltimore was Site of Pivotal Political Conventions in 
1800s” in The Sun, August 9, 2012.) Unfortunately, the 

building was destroyed by fire on February 7, 1835. The 
dedication of the new Athenaeum at St. Paul and Saratoga 
took place on October 23, 1848, with Brantz Mayer, a First 
Unitarian and head of the Maryland Historical Society, ad-
dressing the gathering. Two first Unitarians were largely 
responsible for raising the funds for the new building, Os-
mond C. Tiffany and Charles J. M. Eaton. Later, the Athe-
naeum was located at the northeast corner of Charles and 
Franklin Streets, across the street from the church. 

11The Delphian Club was a literary group in Baltimore 
from 1816 to 1825. Until that time there were no clubs for 
professional writers, historians, novelists, and poets. The 
group met in the rear of Barnum’s Hotel in a private home. 
Those in the group called 
the house ‘Tusculum’ and 
those on the outside called 
it ‘Gwynn’s Folly,’ after its 
owner, newspaper owner 
and editor William Gwynn. 
The earliest of the literary 
persons of Baltimore as-
sembled here, among them, 
in addition to Gwynn, were 
John Neal, Paul Allen, Jar-
ed Sparks, Robert Goodloe 
Harper, John Pierpont, 
Francis Scott Key, Samuel 
Woodworth, William Wirt, 
Rembrandt Peale, Peter 
Hoffman Cruse, and John 
Pendleton Kennedy. It has 
been said that Edgar Allen 
Poe’s never-published 
‘Tales of the Folio Club’ 
was a satire of the Delphian 
Club. The club was known 
to celebrate at their meet-
ings, and the celebrations 
were normally the result of 
over indulgence in food, 
drink, and ego. The mem-
bers were editors of at least 12 newspapers and/or maga-
zines. Website of German Marylanders 
(germanmarylanders.org) on-line. 

12The Portico: A Repository of Science & Literature 
(1816–1818) was a short-lived Baltimore literary journal 
founded and edited by Stephen Simpson and Tobias Wat-
kins. The monthly journal was formed to publish the work of 
the members of a small Baltimore literary society, the Del-
phian Club. The Portico's contributors included John 
Pierpont, a poet, and John Neal, a poet, novelist, and journal-
ist who went on to write for English periodicals such as 
Blackwood’s Magazine and to serve as editor of several 
American papers. The Portico regularly offered reviews of 
contemporary British and American works, humorous and 
serious essays on wide-ranging subjects, and original poetry 
and fiction. The journal’s promotion of American literature 
through generous reviews of contemporary American works 

(Continued from page 8) 
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Tusculum, home of the 
Delphian Club, on the northeast 
of corner of Calvert Street  and 

Baltimore Street (Bank Lane)
circa 1891 shortly before  

it was razed to make room for 
the Equitable Trust Company 
building. Maryland Historical 

Society Special Collections 
Department 
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and authors made it one of the most important contributors 
to early American literary nationalism. For more infor-
mation on this, see Marshall W. Fishwick, “The Portico and 
Literary Nationalism after the War of 1812,” in The William 
and Mary Quarterly, Vol. 8, No. 2 (Apr. 1951), pp. 238–
245. 

13William Gwynn (1775–1854) was a distinguished 
Baltimore lawyer, journalist, wit, and litterateur. Born in 
Ireland in 1775, he came to this country with his father at an 
early age. From 1812 to 1834 and again from 1835–1837 he 
edited the Federal Gazette in Baltimore.  He was a member 
of the Vaccination Society (1810), an incorporator of the 
Baltimore Gas Light Company (1817), and one of the man-
agers of laying the foundation of the Washington Monu-
ment in Baltimore. As a member of the Delphian Club, an 
exclusive gathering of urbane Baltimoreans, he helped 
shape The Portico, one of the most interesting American 
literary publications of the early 19th century. American 
Paintings in The Metropolitan Museum of Art. Vol. 1: A 
Catalogue of Works by Artists Born by 1815, John Cald-
well, Oswaldo Rodriguez Roque, Dale T. Johnson 
(Metropolitan Museum of Art, 1994). 

14Jared Sparks (1789–1866) was a protégé of Rev. 
William Ellery Channing who encouraged him to prepare 
for the ministry. He was the first minister of the First Inde-
pendent Church of Baltimore and this is the only church he 
served as pastor. While at First Unitarian, Sparks was prin-
cipally concerned with disseminating his point of view. At 
his suggestion, in 1821 the church formed “The Baltimore 
Unitarian Book Society” for the distribution of Unitarian 
literature. While here, he also founded and edited Unitarian 
Miscellany and Christian Monitor, the first avowedly Uni-
tarian periodical in America. Between 1821 and 1824, 48 
pamphlets were published. In 1821, he was also elected 
chaplain of the U.S. House of Representatives. While Con-
gress was in session, he and the chaplain of the Senate alter-
nated in opening both of these bodies. He served as advisor 
to the newly founded and struggling Unitarian congregation 
in Washington (All Souls). In 1823, he returned to Boston 
and became the editor of the North American Review and 
the first professor of history at Harvard University. He 
served as president there from 1849 to 1853.  Among his 
publications are The Diplomatic Correspondence of the 
American Revolution; The Works of Benjamin Franklin with 
Notes and a Life of the Author; and Washington; Corre-
spondence of the American Revolution being Letters of Emi-
nent Men to George Washington, from the Time of his tak-
ing Command of the Army to the End of his Presidency. He 
also edited the Library of American Biography. 

15John Pierpont (1785–1866) was an American poet, 
who was also successively a teacher, lawyer, merchant, and 
Unitarian minister. In 1816 he began his religious work as a 
theology student, first in Baltimore, and then at Harvard. 
While in Baltimore, he was involved with the Delphian 
Club and with writing for its important publication, The 
Portico. He accepted an appointment as pastor at the Hollis 
Street Church in Boston (1819–1845). During his tenure, 
Pierpont was instrumental in establishing Boston’s English 
Classical School in 1821 and gained national recognition as 

an educator. He published two of the better-known early 
school readers in the United States, The American First 
Class Book (1823) and The National Reader (1827). How-
ever, Pierpont’s later years at the Hollis Street Church were 
characterized by controversy as his social activism for tem-
perance and abolition angered some parishioners, and after a 
long public battle, he resigned in 1845. Pierpont served as 
pastor of a Unitarian church in Troy, New York (1845–
1849) and the First Parish Church (Unitarian) in Medford, 
Massachusetts (1849–1856). He ran for Massachusetts gov-
ernor during the 1840s as a Liberty Party candidate, and in 
1850 as a Free Soil Party candidate for the US House of 
Representatives. He served briefly as a 76-year-old military 
chaplain with the 22nd Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry 
during the Civil War. Wikipedia 

16Rembrandt Peale (1778–1860) was an American 
artist and museum keeper. A prolific portrait painter, he was 
especially acclaimed for his likenesses of Presidents George 
Washington and Thomas Jefferson. On August 15, 1814, as 
soon as he arrived in Baltimore, Peale launched his first 
museum on Holliday Street between East Saratoga and Lex-
ington Streets (225 North Holliday Street, next to Zion Lu-
theran Church), the first building constructed in America to 
serve as a museum. The building was later to serve as the 
first City Hall and has had many uses in two centuries. Cur-
rent efforts at fundraising for a complete restoration and 
reopening are underway. The long-term goal is to operate 
the building as the Peale Center for Baltimore History and 
Architecture (for information see the Peale Center online). 
Peale also brought gas lighting to Baltimore, founding the 
company that is now known as Baltimore Gas & Electric. 
Rembrandt Peale was a Unitarian and member of the First 
Independent Church (First Unitarian). Wikipedia 

17Tobias Watkins (1780–1855) was born in Maryland 
and educated at St. John’s College, Annapolis, graduating in 
1798. He received his degree of doctor of medicine at the 
Edinburg Medical College in 1802. About 1803/4 he moved 
to Baltimore and established his medical practice. In 1808 
he published and edited the Baltimore “Medical and Physi-
cians’ Recorder.” From 1813 to 1818 he served as an assis-
tant surgeon in the United States Army, and in 1824 to 1830 
was fourth auditor in the United State Treasury. He was a 
member of the Delphian Club and co-founded The Portico: 
A Repository of Science & Literature (1816–1818). He pub-
lished A History of the American Revolution: Comprehend-
ing All the Principal Events Both in the Field and in the 
Cabinet (1819 & 1822), Memoir upon the Negotiations Be-
tween Spain and the United States of America, Which Led to 
the Treaty of 1819 (1821), Physiological Researches upon 
Life and Death (1809), and Tales of the Tripod; or, A Del-
phian Evening (1821). He served as deputy grand master of 
the Grand Lodge of Ancient Free and Accepted Masons of 
Maryland from 1809 to 1813. Upon the death of Grand 
Master Dr. John Crawford (Maximilian Godefroy’s father-
in-law) in 1813, he was elected grand master, and was again 
elected in 1816 and 1817. Tobias Watkins was a founding 
member of First Independent Church and served on its first 
Board of Trustees. 

18George Peabody (1795–1869) was widely regarded 

(Continued from page 9) 
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as the “father of modern philanthropy.” Born poor in Dan-
vers (now Peabody), Massachusetts, Peabody went into 
business in dry goods and later in banking. He moved first to 
Washington, D.C., then, in 1816, to Baltimore, where he 
made his career and would live for the next 20 years. In 
1837, he moved to London, then the capital of world fi-
nance, where he became the most noted American banker 
and helped to establish the young country’s international 
credit. In 1838, he started a banking business trading on his 
own account. The bank rose to become the premier Ameri-
can house in London. In Peabody’s early years in London, 
American state governments were notorious for defaulting 
on their debts to British lenders, and as a prominent Ameri-
can financier in London, Peabody often faced scorn for 
America’s poor credit. Peabody joined forces with Barings 
Bank to lobby American states for debt repayment, particu-
larly his home state of Maryland. Having no son of his own 
to whom to pass on his business, Peabody took on Junius 
Spencer Morgan as a partner in 1854, and their joint busi-
ness would go on to become J. P. Morgan & Co. after Pea-
body’s 1864 retirement. In his old age, Peabody won world-
wide acclaim for his philanthropy. In the United States, his 
philanthropy largely took the form of educational initiatives. 
In Britain, it took the form of providing housing for the 
poor. For his generosity, he was awarded the Congressional 
Medal of Honor and made a Freeman of the city of London, 
among many other honors. Wikipedia 

19Enoch Pratt (1808–1896) was born in Middlebor-
ough, Massachusetts. He moved to Baltimore in 1831 and 
was a member of the church for 65 years (1831–1896), serv-
ing on its board for 45 years (treasurer for 12 years and 
chairman for many more). Pratt established the public li-
brary system for Baltimore that bears his name, on condition 
that the library be open to all regardless of race, creed, or 
sex. His civic and philanthropic activities were visionary, 
including the Sheppard and Enoch Pratt Hospital, the Mary-
land School for the Deaf, the Peabody Institute, Cheltenham, 
among many others. Pratt gave the chapel to the church 
(dedicated in 2008 as Enoch Pratt Parish Hall) and the Hen-
ry Niemann organ and retired the mortgage indebtedness of 
the church in the 1870s, allowing for a period of great 
church growth.  

20Most colonial Puritan congregations were absorbed 
into either the National Council of the Congregational 
Churches of the United States, or the American Unitarian 
Association. The Congregationalists merged with the Gen-
eral Convention of the Christian Church, and later with the 
Evangelical and Reformed Church in 1957, forming the 
United Church of Christ, while the Unitarians consolidated 
with the Universalist Church of America in 1961 to form the 
Unitarian Universalist Association. 

21Maryland Constitution of 1776, Declaration of Rights, 
nos. 33—36 relate to religion. Article 33 is cited in full and 
Article 35 in part: Article XXXIII. “That, as it is the duty of 
every man to worship God in such manner as he thinks most 
acceptable to him; all persons, professing the Christian reli-
gion, are equally entitled to protection in their religious lib-
erty; wherefore no person ought by any law to be molested 

in his person or estate on account of his religious persuasion 
or profession, or for his religious practice; unless, under col-
our of religion, any man shall disturb the good order, peace 
or safety of the state, or shall infringe the laws of morality, 
or injure others, in their natural, civil, or religious rights; nor 
ought any person to be compelled to frequent or maintain, or 
contribute, unless on contract, to maintain any particular 
place of worship, or any particular ministry; yet the Legisla-
ture may, in their discretion, lay a general and equal tax for 
the support of the Christian religion; leaving to each individ-
ual the power of appointing the payment over of the money, 
collected from him, to the support of any particular place of 
worship or minister, or for the benefit of the poor of his own 
denomination, or the poor in general of any particular coun-
ty: but the churches, chapels, globes, and all other property 
now belonging to the Church of England, ought to remain to 
the Church of England forever...Article XXXV. That no 
other test or qualification ought to be required, on admission 
to any office of trust or profit, than such oath of support and 
fidelity to this state, and such oath of office, as shall be di-
rected by this convention or the legislature of this state, and 
a declaration of a belief in the Christian religion." 

22Bilhartz, pp. 13–14. 
23Bilhartz, p. 13. 
24Bilhartz, p. 117. 
25A “voluntary church” is a term describing churches 

that are supported by voluntary or “free will” offerings in 
contrast to an established or state church, which is supported 
by the state. 

26Deism is the belief in the existence of a supreme be-
ing, specifically of a creator who does not intervene in the 
universe. The term is used chiefly in regard to an intellectual 
movement of the 17th and 18th centuries that accepted the 
existence of a creator on the basis of reason but rejected be-
lief in a supernatural deity who interacts with humankind. 

27Swedenborgianism or “The New Church” or “New 
Jerusalem Church” is the name for several historically relat-
ed Christian denominations that developed as a new reli-
gious movement, informed by the writings of Swedish sci-
entist and theologian Emanuel Swedenborg (1688–1772). 
Swedenborg claimed to have received a new revelation from 
Jesus Christ through continuous heavenly visions which he 
experienced over a period of at least 25 years. In his writ-
ings, he predicted that God would replace the traditional 
Christian Church, establishing a ‘New Church,’ that would 
worship God in one person: Jesus Christ. The New Church 
doctrine is that each person must actively cooperate in re-
pentance, reformation, and regeneration of one’s life.  Wik-
ipedia  Swedenborg never preached a sermon and made no 
effort to gather followers about him, but he left his Latin 
works in 20 volumes to ministers and university librarians. 
These were translated and won disciples who were orga-
nized by Robert Hindmarsh. Ministers were ordained, other 
groups were started, and by 1789 the first general confer-
ence was held at their chapel in London. By 1792 a Sweden-
borgian church was established in Baltimore, Maryland.  
Website of Biblical Training.  The Baltimore church was 
called the “New Jerusalem Temple” and was located on the 

(Continued from page 10) 
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To view the church calendar, go to 
http://www.firstunitarian.net/events/ 

southwest corner of Baltimore and Exeter Streets. The con-
gregation still exists, called the “Baltimore New Church,” it 
was previously located on Northern Parkway. 

28Bilhartz, p. 117. 
29Rev. Dr. James Freeman (1759–1835), known as the 

‘Patriarch of Unitarianism in America,’ was the minister of 
King’s Chapel in Boston for 43 years and the first clergy-
man in America to call himself a Unitarian. Born in 
Charlestown, Massachusetts, just outside of Boston, he re-
ceived his secondary education at the Boston Latin Gram-
mar School and attended Harvard College in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts, 1773–77, pursuing theological studies after-
ward. In 1782, when he came to it, King’s Chapel was Epis-
copalian. Beginning in 1784, Freeman preached a series of 
sermons on the unity of God, stating his dissatisfaction with 
certain parts of the liturgy, and giving his reasons for reject-
ing the Trinity. In 1785, he persuaded the church to alter the 
liturgy, eliminating all references to the Trinity and address-
ing all prayers to God the Father. This was the first church 
in America to make such changes and, for this reason, it can 
be considered the first Unitarian church in the country. In 
1811, Harvard University gave Freeman an honorary divini-
ty degree. In Boston, Freeman met every two weeks with 
about 20 liberal ministers, most of whom were Congrega-
tional, to discuss religion, morals, and civic order. Freeman 
was appointed to a committee charged with considering the 
creation of a formal body. The work of this committee led, 
in 1825, to the founding of the American Unitarian Associa-
tion. Freeman also promoted Unitarianism outside of his 
own church. An example is his visit to Baltimore in 1816 in 
response to an invitation by a group of residents.  Wikipedia 

30The French cartographer and engineer, Charles Varle 
in his 1833 A Complete View of Baltimore: With a Statisti-
cal Sketch, of All the Commercial, Mercantile, Manufactur-
ing, Literary, Scientific, and Religious Institutions and Es-
tablishments, in the Same, and in Its Vicinity ... Derived 
from Personal Observation and Research described the 
dance hall as follows: “A neat convenient house was built 
about 20 years ago, in south Charles Street, by a joint stock 
association, for a dancing academy, and was occupied as 
such for some time. An Harmonic society being in want of a 
saloon for musical performances, this Hall was rented to 
them, and thence took the name of Concert Hall. The Athe-
naeum, however, having furnished to the amateurs of har-
mony, a room of more appropriate construction, the concerts 
have since been held there, and the hall has resumed its orig-
inal purpose and is now occupied by the celebrated Mr. Du-
rocher, where his dancing academy is kept and cotillion par-
ties given.” The group that built the building included John 
Hollins, James Mosher, Robert Cary Long, Hezekiah Price, 
Robert Watson, and Francis D. Mallet. In November of 
1815, John Gibney purchased the building, located at 24 
South Charles Street (20 South Charles Street by current 
numbering). For more information, see Edward C. Pa-
penfuse, Baltimore: October 1816—A City of Promise on 
the Bay at http://1814baltimore.blogspot.com/2016/10/
baltimore-october-1816.html.  

31John Franklin Gibney came to Baltimore about 1815 

from St. Bartholomew, a Swedish colony in the Leeward 
Islands. “He may have been a factory/merchant representa-
tive for the McKim family in St. Bartholomew prior to and 
during the War of 1812, having gone there from Norfolk, 
Virginia, apparently fleeing a suit for debt. He married a 
widow Cochran and brought her with him to Baltimore 
where she died in 1816. Apparently Gibney brought some of 
his wife’s family money with him, which her daughter by 
her first marriage to Mr. Cochran attempted to retrieve… 
John Franklin Gibney woefully overextended himself. He 
invested his (and his wife’s) money in Baltimore real estate 
just at a time when the market peaked. By 1821 he was 
bankrupt and the last that can be found of him is as a ped-
dler of curative medicines in 1837, the year of the second 
great panic or depression to hit Baltimore, and the year in 
which his third wife, Louisa Gibney, formerly Miss Sharp of 
Baltimore, died in Maracaibo, Venezuela.” Edward C. Pa-
penfuse, Baltimore: October 1816—A City of Promise on 
the Bay at http://1814baltimore.blogspot.com/2016/10/
baltimore-october-1816.html.  

32Rebecca Funk, A Heritage to Hold in Fee 1817–1917: 
First Unitarian Church of Baltimore (Universalist and Uni-
tarian, (Baltimore: Garamond Press, 1962), p. 6. 

33Edward Hinkley to Jared Sparks, 20 December 1816, 
quoted in Herbert Baxter Adams, Life and Writings of Jared 
Sparks, 1: 126, cited in Bilhartz, p. 119.  

34Funk, pp. 6–7. 
35Bilhartz, p. 120. 
36Edward Hinkley to Jared Sparks, 19 April 1817, quot-

ed in Adams, Life and Writings of Jared Sparks, 1: 126, cit-
ed in Bilhartz, p. 120.  

37Jared Sparks to Miss Storrow, 6 June 1819, quoted in 
Adams, Life and Writings of Jared Sparks, pp. 180–81, cited 
in Bilhartz, p. 121. 

38Bilhartz, pp. 120–1. 
39Funk, p. 46. 
40The board members and others mentioned in this para-

graph will be profiled in a subsequent Historical Perspec-
tives article. Information about them is available in previous 
Historical Perspectives articles. 

41Port Folio (Philadelphia: H. Hall, 1819). The text of 
the description is given in full in Funk, pp. 29–32. 

(Continued from page 11) 
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Bless the Babes… 
BY PAT MONTLEY  

Have you welcomed a baby into your family this 
year? Or know someone who has?  Would you like your 
little one to be blessed at the Winter Solstice Ritual 
(Wednesday, December 21 at 7 P.M.)?  It’s a time for wel-
coming the returning sun, the new year, and all new life.  
(This may sound dangerously close to “bedtime,” but we 
don’t mind if the babes are a bit sleepy or fussy, and we 
have found in previous years that—especially with the 
music—they tend to settle down.)   

The babes will be gifted with lullabies and a special 
candle and welcomed and blessed by our whole commu-
nity. For more information or to “register” your baby (so 
we know how many are coming), contact Pat Montley at  

solstice@firstunitarian.net. 
 

Winter Solstice Volunteers 
BY PAT MONTLEY 
  

For the annual Winter Solstice Ritual on 

Wednesday evening, December 21, vol-

unteers are needed to bake cookies, set up 

and serve at the reception, and (please, 

please, please) clean up after the recep-

tion. The service will begin at 7:00 P.M. 

For more information or to volunteer, contact Pat Montley 

at solstice@firstunitarian.net. 
 

Celebrate the return of  the Sun 

Winter Solstice Ritual 

Wednesday, December 21, 2016 

7:00 P.M. 

First Unitarian Church  
(Charles & Franklin Streets, Baltimore, 

21201) 
 

Be  still 

Honor  the dark 

light the  New Year fire 

turn the Wheel of the Year 

enjoy songs, poetry, drama, ritual 

taste  the  sweetness of  life 

bless the newborn babes 

join in the dance of 

the cosmos 
 

 For more information visit 
www.firstunitarian.net  

or e-mail solstice@firstunitarian.net. 
 

This ritual is taken, in part, from In Nature’s 

Honor: Myths and Rituals Celebrating the 

Earth by Patricia Montley, whose op-ed 

pieces on seasonal holidays have appeared in 

The Baltimore Sun.  

Pat Montley 

mailto:solstice@firstunitarian.net
mailto:solstice@firstunitarian.net
mailto:solstice@firstunitarian.net
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Office Phone:  410-685-2330 

Fax:  410-685-4133 

Email:  office@firstunitarian.net 

Web:  www.firstunitarian.net 

 

Church Office Hours 

Tuesday–Friday from 9:30 A.M. to 3:00 P.M.  

 

Minister’s Office Hours 

Saturday from 10:00 A.M. to 1:00 P.M.  

Monday from 1:00 P.M. to 4:00 P.M.  

Wednesday from 4:00 P.M.  to 7:00 P.M. 

 

Ministerial Intern Schedule 

Schedule is flexible, contact 609-672-7537 or 

ministerialintern@firstunitarian.net 

     

Interim Director of Religious Education Office Hours 

Tuesday–Wednesday from 2:00 P.M. to 6:00 PM usually 

Call 703-400-3429 before coming or e-mail  

uurebaltimore@gmail.com) 

First Unitarian Church of Baltimore 
(Universalist and Unitarian) 
 

Minister  

Rev. David Carl Olson 

 

Ministers Emeriti 

Rev. Phyllis Hubbell, Rev. John Manwell 

  

Affiliate Ministers 

Dr. Michael S. Franch,  Rev. Harry Woosley, Jr., 

Rev. Susan Margarete Stine Donham 

 

Endorsed Community Minister 

Rev. Dale Lantz 

 

Ministerial Intern 

Diana Davies 

 

Board of Trustees 

D. Doreion Colter,  President 

Evelyn Bradley, Vice President 

Laura Laing, Secretary 

Clare Milton, Treasurer 

Paul Allen 

Mike Cross-Barnet 

Catherine Evans 

Laura Laing 

Pat Montley 

Karla Peterson 

Andrea de Urquiza 

Nancy West 

 

Church Staff 

James Houston, Music Director 

Pete Fontneau, Interim Director of Religious Educ. 

Aubrey Reigh, Office Administrator 

Anthony W. Williams, Sexton 

The Beacon 
Editing:  Gwyn Degner  

Layout:  Janet Campbell, Diana Karr, Laura Smith 

Proofreaders:  Betty Townsend and Clare Milton 

Publication Schedule 

 Deadlines:  1st or 2nd Thursday of each month  

  (see church calendar) 

December Editors:  Gwyn Degner, Janet Campbell 

January Deadline:  Thursday,  December 8, 2016 

   January Editors:  Gwyn Degner, Diana Karr 

 

 

To Submit Articles or Other Beacon Items: 

 E-mail all submissions to beacon@firstunitarian.net. 

 Use as little formatting as possible in articles, and 

include the author’s name. We welcome photos to 

accompany articles. 

 The editors reserve all editing rights. 

To subscribe to The Beacon or 
Happenings, go to 

 http://eepurl.com/eqadk.   
To view The Beacon in color, 

visit    
http://www.firstunitarian.net/

the-beacon-archive/ 

mailto:office@firstunitarian.net
http://www.firstunitarian.net
mailto:ministerialintern@firstunitarian.net
mailto:uurebaltimore@gmail.com
mailto:beacon@firstunitarian.net.
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